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Course Description: Advanced Placement U.S. History represents a college level survey course that is recognized by the AP/College Board®.  AP classes are intended to represent college level courses.  This course is designed to provide students with a strong foundation of content knowledge in U.S. History with additional emphasis placed upon developing your writing ability as well as higher-order thinking skills such as critical reasoning, understanding the dynamics and consequences of causal relationships, integrating and synthesizing important concepts and generating your own ideas and positions from existing knowledge.  This is a reading and writing intensive course designed to prepare students not only for the rigor of college level work, but also to train students for the Advanced Placement exam in U.S. History.       

Grading/Grade Scale:  The grading scale for this course will be ten points meaning that a grade of 90-100 equals an A, a grade of 80-90 equals a B, etc.  

Grading Distribution: 
TEST/Major Assessments – 75 Percent 

HOMEWORK – 10 Percent 

PROJECTS, ESSAY, QUIZZES – 15 Percent 
Tests: In addition to a mid-term and final exam, we will have at least four major tests each quarter.  These tests will include both short answer/identifications, multiple choice and essay questions as well as in class and out of class Document Based Questions written by me.  The first semester exam represents ten percent of your semester grade.  Your final exam will be the North Carolina End-of-Course Exam and it will represent twenty-five percent of your course grade for the year per State Board policy.  All tests will be based on class lectures/discussions and reading assignments from notes and the Brinkley text, as well as your own research, hand-outs and other primary document readings.  

Quizzes: I reserve the right to periodically give short, announced and unannounced quizzes to make sure that you are keeping up with your reading assignments.  

Writing/research assignments:  You will be responsible for writing several four to six page position papers based on substantial primary and scholarly secondary resources.  Additionally, to prepare you for the AP Exam I will assign teacher created document-based essays (DBQ’s) as writing assignments (at least one per Semester).  A take home “DBQ” will be assigned each semester with a minimum page length of five double-spaced pages and a maximum of eight pages.    All major   writing assignment are assigned with ample time allotted for completion.  I will work with you if major conflicts arise with assignments in other classes (provided you discuss the dilemma with me well before the due date).  It is crucial that you master the material in order to be able to develop an argument in your papers and craft a well-refined thesis statement.   A clear thesis at the beginning of your work will be expected on all essay questions, papers, DBQs and on the AP exam.

Proper citation is the hallmark of acceptable scholarly work.  Improper citation or blatant plagiarism will result in a grade of zero on your project.  All citations must follow an acceptable form such as the Chicago Manuel of Style (preferred for all history papers, theses and dissertations), William Campbell, et. al., Form and Style, Kate Turabian, A Manuel for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations (any edition).  YOU MAY NOT USE WIKIPEDIA AS A SOURCE. It may be useful to look at the citations at the bottom of a Wikipedia article, however, you may not simply site the article. 
Late assignments/missed exam policy:  Late work will receive a deduction of 15 percent daily for three days after which time it will be accepted for feedback only.    I will not accept any work sent via email unless I have approved it.  Missed tests MUST be scheduled and will be held after school.  Make-up exams will not be the original version of the exam.

Classroom Policy & Procedure
Expectations:
1. Students are expected to be on time to class.

2. Students are expected to be tolerant of our community.

3. Students are expected to be respectful to one another and Ms. Shea.

4. Students are expected to be focused. 

5. Students are expected to be honest in class and in their work.
Repercussions:

The following repercussions should be used as a guideline. If an offence warrants a higher response that action will be taken. 

1. Warning- a written or verbal warning will be given for the first offence. 

2. Conference/detention: Upon a second offence parents will be contacted, a conference will be held, and the student will have to serve a detention. 

3. Write up: for a third offence the student will be written up and the offence will be documented.

4. Referral: Student will be referred to administration for further consequences. 
Procedures:
· Class tardy policy: If you arrive in class late drop your pass into the designated bin and report quietly to your seat.  It is your responsibility to ask your buddy for the bell-ringer activity you missed. 
· Inbox: Homework, late work, and make up work should be placed in the appropriate box before the start of class. Any work not turned in by the start of class is considered late. 

· Absences: When you return to class after an absence you are responsible for two things:  first, you should gather any homework/classwork/activity sheets from the appropriate drawer in the filing cabinet. Then you should ask your note buddy to copy what you missed during your absence. 

· Students who miss 3+ days: see me to discuss what you’ve missed and the process for making it up.
· Bell-ringer: Each day there will be a bell-ringer activity for you to begin working on when you arrive to class. After you have taken care of any homework/make up work you should immediately go to your seat and begin quietly working on the bell-ringer task. If you are tardy and have missed the Bell-ringer, you are still responsible for completing it on your own time. If you are absent then write ABSENT for the bell-ringer(s) assigned on the day(s) missed.

· Passes:  Passes are required for leaving the room during class or coming in for extra help during lunch. You must always ask for a pass and the pass must be returned directly to me. Only one student will be able to leave the room at a time. 

*Exceptions and accommodations to items listed on the syllabus may occur on a case-to-case basis.*
Availability & Resources
I am happy to help students at any of the given times:
· Before school from 6:50-7:20

· During lunch (Pass required)
· After school on Tuesdays from 2:30-3:15

· Stay updated by checking the class website and twitter account!

· Class Website: mssheashistoryclass.weebly.com

· Class Twitter: @mssheasclass
UNITS: 









CHAPTERS:

FIRST QUARTER:

Unit One: Colonial Period 


       1, 2
, 3

Unit Two: Revolutionary Period






       4, 5

Unit Three: The Federalist Era






       6

Unit Four: The Jeffersonian Period 






       7, 8

SECOND QUARTER:

Unit Five: Age of Jackson
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Unit Six: Democratic Culture 
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Unit Seven: American Expansion 1820-1848
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Unit Eight: Civil War and Reconstruction of the Union 1865-1877


      14, 15
THIRD QUARTER:

Unit Nine:  Foundations of Modern America 





      16, 17

Unit Ten: Working People 
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Unit Eleven: Politics and Politicians, 1868-1896




      19, 20, 21

Unit Twelve:  Progressive Era and The Great War




      22, 23

FOURTH QUARTER 

Unit Thirteen: The Roaring Twenties and Great Depression



      24, 25, 26

Unit Fourteen:
 WWII and Cold War






      27, 28, 29, 30

Unit Fifteen: Civil Rights


 




      31 
Unit Sixteen: JFK to Modern Day 






      32, 33, 34
SATURDAY TUTORIALS:  

Several Saturday tutorials will be offered throughout the year facilitated by either Mr. Evans, Ms. Giglio or Ms. Shea.  The purpose of these tutorials is to review material already covered and offer the students a second chance to experience the great depth of material.  This is a very good review opportunity.  Data has shown that students who participate in Saturday reviews have outperformed students who did not on the AP exam. This course is truly about time on task.   These dates are subject to change. Times will be from 8am sharp to 12 noon. 
Tentative Dates: 

1. October 29



6. March 11
2. November 19 


7. March 25 
3. December 11



8. April 8
4. January 7



9. April 22 
5. February 4



10. April 29


EXAM DATE MAY 5, 2017
General Information

Last name: ______________________ First name: ____________________
Nickname: __________________________

Course:______________________________ Period:_______
Preferred email address: ______________________________ 

Allergies? If yes, please list: 

Do you have internet access? Y N 

Do you have a smartphone? Y N

Do you have Twitter? Y N

What do you like to do for fun? Do you have any specific interests or hobbies? Are you involved in any extracurricular activities?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What do you need from me to succeed in this class? (Activities you enjoy, learning style, topics you’re looking forward to/dreading?)

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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