Instructor:
Kelsey Shea
 




Room:

1205
Telephone:
919-856-7918 





Email:

kshea@wcpss.net
Provided Text: Born in Blood and Fire (Norton & Co.)

American History: A Survey 12th edition, Alan Brinkley
Required Text: Empires of the Atlantic World: Britain and Spain in America 1492-1830 (Yale Books) 
Suggested Text: History of the Americas Course Companion by Berliner, Leppard, Mamaux, Rogers, Smith; Oxford Press; IBSN 9790199180783
Course Overview


History is more than the study of the past.  It is the process of recording, reconstructing and interpreting the past through the investigation of a variety of sources.  It is a discipline that gives people an understanding of themselves and others in relation to the world, both past and present.


Students of history should learn how the discipline works.  It is an exploratory subject that poses questions without providing definitive answers.  In order to understand the past, students must engage with it both through exposure to primary historical sources and through the work of historians.  Historical study involves both selection and interpretation of data and critical evaluation of it.  Students of history should appreciate the relative nature of historical knowledge and understanding, as each generation reflects its own world and preoccupations and as more evidence emerges.  A study of history both requires and develops an individual’s understanding of, and empathy for, people living in other periods and contexts.


IB Diploma Program history provides both structure and flexibility, fostering an understanding of major historical events in a global context.  It requires students to make comparisons between similar and dissimilar solutions to common human situations, whether they be political, economic or social.  It invites comparisons between, but not judgments of, different cultures, political systems and national traditions.


The content of the history course is intrinsically interesting and it is hoped that many students who follow it will become fascinated with the discipline, developing a lasting interest in it, whether or not they continue to study it formally.


The international perspective in IB history provides a sound platform for the promotion of international understanding and, inherently, the intercultural awareness necessary to prepare students for global citizenship.  Above all, it helps to foster respect and understanding of people and events in a variety of cultures throughout the world.


The design of the course intends that students will continue in the IB program for the duration of two years.  Thus, the first year of study will focus on History of the Americas and the second year will focus on Twentieth Century World Topics.  Within this first year course, you will be given a general education in American History that is intended to satisfy all graduation and state education requirements; and so, the course is governed by an End of Course Test that covers American History.  
Units

The following units will be covered in class through readings, notes, and/or projects.  The bolded units will be heavily focused on.

1. Independence Movements 

2. Nation-building and challenges

3. US Civil War

4. Development of Modern Nations 1865-1929

5. Emergence of the Americas in Global Affairs: 1880-1929
6. The Mexican Revolution: 1910-1940

7. The Great Depression 1929-1929

8. The Second World War and the Americas: 1933-1945

9. Political Developments in the Americas after WWII: 1945-1979

10. The Cold War and the Americas: 1945-1981

11. Civil Rights and Social Movements in the Americas

12. Into the 21st Century: 1980’s-2000
Assessment Methods for IB-HOA 


At the end of a student’s two-year program of study, he or she will undergo a series of external assessments for the IB Diploma Program.  In the History of the Americas, this assessment is a set of three (3) critical essays in response to essay questions.  On the examination, students will be presented with 25 essay questions, covering various topics within the history of the Americas.  It is intended that some topics will be more familiar to the students than others.  Thus, out of these 25 questions, students will choose any three with which they feel the most comfortable, even if more than one question comes from the same topic.     
Course Requirements


This course will require a high level of commitment from each student.  The course of study as designed by the IB program is extremely rigorous and demanding.  Therefore, students should expect daily homework requirements that may take an hour or more to complete.  This course is also designed with a great deal of outside reading.  Students who struggle with these readings or with time management are strongly encouraged to seek aid from the teacher as soon as they feel overwhelmed!  Although this course is challenging, it is also (hopefully!) fun and interesting; so, please always remember that the teacher is here to help you.  Do not wait until you are lagging behind to seek help!

Supplies:
· Notebook (can either be a three-ring binder or a standard notebook and a folder)
· Blue/Black ink pens

· Pencils
· 4x6 notecards
Grading:
Tests 60%: There will be at least one summative test or project for each unit. It is possible that there will be more than one test/project grade per unit. Students are occasionally given the opportunity to use ONE 4x6 notecard on their tests. These opportunities will NOT be announced in advance.  Students will have the opportunity to retest all tests they score below a 75% on.  Students can receive up to a 75% on retests. Retests will be given upon completion of remediation activities and must be scheduled and completed within ONE week of students being given their original grades. Late projects will receive feedback only, no credit will be earned.
Quizzes/Projects 30%: Quizzes are given at least once per unit and will usually be announced. Smaller projects and notebook checks will also be counted as a quiz grade.
Homework 10%: Homework and classwork are necessary for comprehension, retention and mastery. If students are unable to complete classwork in the allotted time they will be expected to finish the assignment at home. 

· Late Work: Any work not turned in at the beginning of class is considered late. Late work will be accepted for credit up to three days late with a 15 point deduction for each day. Work turned in after this grace period will receive feedback, but no credit will be earned.
Make-up Work: Students who are absent have up to 2 days to complete work in order to receive full credit. Any work turned in after 2 days will be considered late and follow the late work policy. 
***Students who miss 3+ days***: see me to discuss a schedule to make up your homework/class activities.
Final Exam: The final exam will take place at the end of the course and will account for 20% of the student’s final course grade. 
Grading Scale: A = 90-100; B = 80-89; C = 70-79; D = 60-69; F = Less than 60 
Classroom Policies
1. Mutual Respect.  Please show respect and consideration to all people in this class.  Remember: we’re all in this together!  So, let’s work together instead of against one another.  

2. Be prepared.  Have your textbook, notebook, and a writing utensil with you every day.  You should be in your seat when the bell rings.  If you are not, you will be counted tardy.  You will not be excused from class to go to your locker for materials.  You are responsible for keeping up with your textbook.  You must pay for lost or damaged textbooks!!!
3. It is ok to have a snack in class.  BUT – please be clean!  If you make a mess, clean it up.
5. Attendance: Be here.  You will learn the most (and best!) when you attend class regularly; so, do that.  It is your responsibility to get all make-up work.  Check the filing cabinet for extra handouts, graphic organizers, etc.
6. Be mature.  Disruptive behavior that interferes with learning will not be tolerated. Seriously, it’s time.

7. THIS IS IB! As part of the IB program, you represent something bigger than just yourself.  So, be a good representation!  Be polite, show manners, and think critically.
Availability & Resources
I am happy to help students at any of the given times:
· Before school from 6:50-7:20

· During lunch (Pass required)
· After school on Thursdays from 2:30-3:15

· Stay updated by checking the class website and twitter account!

· Class Website: mssheashistoryclass.weebly.com

· Class Twitter: @mssheasclass
