	Amendment
	Year Ratified
	Purpose

	1st


	1791
	Freedom of Speech, Press, Religion and 
the Right to Protest

	2nd
	1791
	Right to Bear Arms

	3rd
	1791
	Forbids the Quartering of Troops

	4th
	1791
	No Unlawful Search and Seizure of Property

	5th
	1791
	Rights of the Accused

	6th
	1791
	Right to a Speedy and Public Trial by Jury

	7th
	1791
	Jury Trial in Civil Cases Exceeding $20.00

	8th
	1791
	Bail and Punishment

	9th
	1791
	Powers Reserved to the People

	10th
	1791
	Powers Reserved to the States

	11th
	1795
	Suits Against States

	12th
	1804
	Election of President and Vice President

	13th
	1865
	Abolition of Slavery

	14th
	1868
	Civil Rights

	15th
	1870
	Voting Rights for African American Men

	16th
	1913
	Income Tax

	17th
	1913
	Direct Election of  U.S. Senators

	18th
	1919
	Prohibition of Alcoholic Beverages

	19th
	1920
	Women's Right to Vote

	20th
	1933
	Lame Duck Period - January 20th.

	21st
	1933
	Repeal of Prohibition

	22nd
	1951
	Two Term Limit on President

	23rd
	1961
	Presidential Electors Given to D.C.

	24th
	1964
	Abolition of Poll Tax

	25th
	1967
	Presidential Succession and Disability

	26th
	1971
	Right to Vote at Age 18

	27th
	1992
	Congressional Pay Raises


The Amendment Process
There are essentially two ways spelled out in the Constitution for how it can be amended. One has never been used.

The first method is for a bill to pass both halves of the legislature, by a two-thirds majority in each. Once the bill has passed both houses, it goes on to the states. This is the route taken by all current amendments. Because of some long outstanding amendments, such as the 27th, Congress will normally put a time limit (typically seven years) for the bill to be approved as an amendment (for example, see the 21st and 22nd).

The second method prescribed is for a Constitutional Convention to be called by two-thirds of the legislatures of the States, and for that Convention to propose one or more amendments. These amendments are then sent to the states to be approved by three-fourths of the legislatures or conventions. This route has never been taken, and there is discussion in political science circles about just how such a convention would be convened, and what kind of changes it would bring about.

Regardless of which of the two proposal routes is taken, the amendment must be approved by three-fourths of states. The amendment as passed may specify whether the bill must be passed by the state legislatures or by a state convention. See the Ratification Convention Page for a discussion of the make up of a convention. Amendments are sent to the legislatures of the states by default. Only one amendment, the 21st, specified a convention. In any case, passage by the legislature or convention is by simple majority.
