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American Revolution Battles



  Mr. Evans 

I. Battle of Boston: 








April – 1775 to March 1776
- General Gage

- Lexington and Concord – April 1775
- Battle of Ft. Ticonderoga


- Benedict Arnold


- Ethan Allen – Green Mountain Boys – War of Independence with NY settlers (in Vermont) 
- Breeds Hill – June 1775

- Col. Henry Knox 

- Battle of Dorchester Heights – March 1776
II. Declaration of Independence: 








July 4, 1776
- 2nd Continental Congress


- John Adams 


- Benjamin Franklin 


- Richard Henry Lee 

- Committee of Five 

- Thomas Jefferson


- Limon Hall Ga. – Edmund Burke 


- Rutledge SC – Slavery Clause 


- Robert Livingston NY – abstain   


- John Dickinson Pa. – Reconciliation 


- Judge Morris Pa. – Coward

- July 2 – John Hancock – Battle of Long Island 

- July 4 – Independence 

III. Battle of Long Island: 









August 1776
- General Gage Fired 

- General Howe 


- British Armada 

- Washington escapes to Manhattan

- 3 additional defeats  

- General Lee takes Northern Route through New York – Full retreat

- Washington and Continental Army retreats through NJ – Little support

IV. Winter Encampment: 









Winter 1776
- British Spread out across New Jersey – Loyalty Oath Proclamation – Chaos in NJ
- Confidence Fades in Washington 

- Lee’s writing campaign against Washington

- Washington request Lee (with troops) to Pennsylvania – Delaware River – Protect Philadelphia 

- Lee’s Captured in Night Gown – Traitor as Captive 

- Faith in Revolution and Washington – Low 

- Nov. Dec. Enlistments are up 

- Thomas Paine – American Crisis – Published in 10 days as Philadelphia flees 

V. Battle of Trenton: 









December 25, 1776
- Hessians 

- Brilliance of Washington – Nonconventional 

- New Strategy 

- Enlistment Plea - $10 bribe

- Battle of Princeton - January 1777 
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VI. Battle of Brandywine Creek and Germantown: 





Sept and Oct. 1777
- General Howe launches the Hudson Valley Campaign. 


- General Burgoyne invades from Canada. 

- General Howe abandons the Hudson Valley Campaign 

- General Howe sets out from NY City but no one knows where he is going. 

- General Howe enters the Chesapeake – Target Philadelphia

- Washington Defeated (militia crumble 1000 captured, wounded or killed) and Philadelphia falls to British   

VII. Battle of Saratoga 








October 17, 1777
- General Burgoyne defeated at Lake Champagne – advances 

- General Burgoyne unaware General Howe has abandons the Hudson Valley Campaign

- Arnold - attack and Gates – defense : Gates confines Arnold to tent

- Burgoyne attacks – Arnold saves the day – shot – injured – leg. 

- Gates takes credit as Hero of Saratoga 

- Victory Franklin in Paris is waiting for – Turning Point 

- French Pact of Friendship – Military – Naval support – War goes global 

- British can no longer take naval superiority for granted. 

- General Burgoyne captured – disgraced - Paroled back to England – looses bet with Burke. 

- General Howe – Fired for loss at Saratoga – disgraced 

- British Control – Philadelphia, PA;  New York City, NY;  New Port, RI. 

- General Clinton is ordered to give up Philadelphia based on French Naval entry and retreat to New York City. 

VIII. Valley Forge: 









Winter of 1777-1778
- Washington over sees every detail – city 1/3 size of Philadelphia – hygiene essential  

- Baron Von Steuben – Trains troops in Prussian Military tactics – U.S. Army Field Manual 

- General Nathaniel Green – Forges and saves army with supplies 
- Professional Army comes out of Valley Forge 

IX. John Paul (Jones): 










April 1778

- British Naval officer John Paul – Court-martialed for killing a muteness sailor 

- Flees England becomes John Paul Jones 

- Captains the U.S. Ranger – Threat to English merchant ships and Coast line 

- First raids on England in 700 years – Whiten Haven – port he left England from. 

- British label him a Pirate 

- Jones Ranger takes on HMS Eagle and Wins  

- Retreats to France where he is made an Admiral with fleet – new man of war Bonhomie Richard 

- Attacks HMS Serapis and wins greatest naval battle of war – I have not yet begun to fight

- Father of U.S. Navy

X. Battle of Monmouth: 









June 1778
- General Clinton retreats to New York City – 12 mile long Wagon Train 

- Traitor General Lee is back – Prisoner exchange

- Washington orders Lee to attack rear – if engaged he will come up – if not let them go

- Lee fails to attack – no plan – Washington comes up and relieves General Lee 

- More casualties from heat than combat 

- Continental professional army holds it own  - Battle is a DRAW – Continental Victory 

- General Lee court-martialed 

XI. Iroquois Nation: 










Winter 1778
- Six united Tribal Council fire comes to an end – 4 tribes with British 

- Mohawk Warrior Joseph Bryant – Thayendangea 

- Indian Raids used by Continental propaganda machine 
- Continental Congress demands revenge 

- Washington – Scorched earth campaign in New York removing natives who flee to Niagara – British protection
- Warriors have nothing left to live for – raids continue
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XII. Benedict Arnold: 









September 21, 1780
- Victory at Ft. Ticonderoga – Not Recognized – Ethan Allen takes Credit 

-  Hero of Saratoga – Not Recognized – Gates takes Credit 

- Injured at Saratoga 

- Military Commander of Philadelphia – Falsely accused and reprimanded by Washington 

- Married Peggy Shipman – Philadelphia Loyalist family – Best friend Major John Andre – British Intelligence  

- Peggy – Plan – Betrayal for British – Washington offers Left Flank of Continental Army – Rejects for command of 

  West Pointe on the Hudson. 

- Arnold Provides Andre plans of West Pointe 
- Major Andre Captured and hung as Spy – Gentleman to the end – West Minster Chapel, England 

- Benedict Arnold Flees for British 

- Peggy claims innocence and Washington buys it 
XIII. Southern Campaign: 

- Popularity of War in England fades 

- War expense 160 million pounds – 7 year War left 90 million pounds 

- Saratoga Victory – French Naval Concerns – Hatred of French over rides - British Pride 
- South was the richest section – Tobacco, Indigo, Rice – wealth

- South was full of Loyalist 

- Plan to establish a supportive base of normality to operate from. 

- War had ground to a stalemate in the North 

- Battle of Savannah Georgia Dec. 1778

XIV. Battle of Charleston: 









December 1778
- General Lincoln – pleads with S.C. legislature to raise troops – refuse. 

- Continental Congress – debates virtue of sending troops to a colony that won’t defend itself. 

- Continental Congress cannot afford to lose the revenue of Charleston Port. 

- Continental Congress Promise 3000 – only 750 from Virginia march 500 miles to come 

- Lincoln loose Charleston in a bloody outnumbered defeat 

XV. Battle of Waxhaw: 









May 29, 1780
- Continental Troops flee Charleston 

- Col. Banastre Tarleton – catches up with them and takes the Bayonet to the Continentals 
- Continentals attempt to surrender but are cut down. 

- Continental Propagandist uses the Massacre at Waxhaw as a rallying cry. 

- Col. Banastre Tarleton is reprimanded. 

- Washington wants to send General Green South to assume command. 

- The War Committee – send General Gates 

XVI. British Loyalty Ultimatum: 

- Similar to New Jersey – Results in a Bloody Civil War 

- Tempest in a Tea Pot 

- Back Country smoldering with generational hatreds the British don’t understand

- Loyalist act on their own committing atrocities – Rebel counter atrocities 

- War in Carolinas has nothing to do with Rebellion 

- 103 battles not a British soldier in South Carolina alone 

- General Clinton realizes things are getting out of control – leaves for New York City 

- General Cornwallis assumes command of Southern Campaign – Loss of Wife 
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XVII. Battle of Camden – South Carolina 





August 16, 1780
- General Gates has 1500 Continental Soldiers and tons of militia. 

- Continental Soldiers doubt militia and Gates. 

- General Gates makes a fatal mistake – Puts militia on British Left Flank 

- British Left Flank – Commanded by Tarleton – is the strongest part of the British line. 

- Militia flees when faced with British bayonet 
- Southern Continental army decimated – Militia flee back home 
- Gates – retreats the Battlefield first – riding 200 miles to Hillsborough, NC for safety – Jokes – Hamilton 

- General Gates court-martialed – returns home to Virginia with his dogs and dies a year later 

- Washington sends General Green to try to revive a decimated Continental army and a absent militia. 

- To his aid rides Col. Daniel Morgan – Stuff of Revolution myth and legend 

XVIII. The Chase: 









     1780 to 1781
- General Cornwallis abandons the militia loyalist and their private affairs. 

- General Cornwallis realizes the revolution in the South is the Continental Army and sets out to destroy it in 

  one major battle. 

- General Green Splits his Continental army with Col. Morgan and flees into back country. 

- General Cornwallis becomes obsessed with the chase of General Green  

- Col. Tarleton chases Col. Morgan. 

- Green and Morgan are lighter and Faster and won’t be caught. 

- General Cornwallis chases Green’s troops coming within 100 yards at time but never can engage. 
- General Cornwallis – lightens his load by burning all supplies in a huge bomb fire

- General Green takes Cornwallis further from supply lines and support. 

- General Green escapes into Virginia across the Dan River hours before General Cornwallis realizes. 

- General Green – rest, resupplies, and rebuilds the Continental Army. 

XIX. The French Arrive: 








September 1780
- Rhode Island – General Marquis de Lafayette  and Admiral Comte de Rochambeau arrive with 7 war ships

- Washington wants to attack New York

- The French have greater and broader concerns and feel the time is not right. 

XX. Battle of Cowpens: 








January 17, 1781
- Morgan v. Tarleton 

- Morgan beloved by his men 

- Morgan figures out how to use Militia

- Suckers – Tarleton in and defeats him

XXI. The Mutiny: 









January 1781
- Pennsylvania troops diseased, starving, and freezing set out to Philadelphia to Congress 

- Pennsylvania troops were half the army

- Washington catches up with them at Trenton and negotiates 

- New Jersey line of a couple hundred rebels and sets out to Congress. 

- Washington arrest the leaders and has their friends execute them. 

- Rebellion – destroys the army and empowers the British 
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XXII. Battle of Guilford Courthouse: 






March 15, 1781
- General Green re-enters the Carolinas crossing the Dan River with a rebuilt Continental Army

- Green Takes the high ground around Guilford Courthouse 

- General Cornwallis troops exhausted and not resupplied attack again and again with the bayonet and are repelled 

- The result turns into a hand to hand mallet on the field. 

- General Cornwallis orders Grape Shot fired into the mass of fighting men to break it up. 

- As many British as Continentals killed by grape shot

- General Green withdraws not wanting such carnage with General Cornwallis following. 

XXIII. Battle of Yorktown: 








October 19, 1781
- General Cornwallis writes to General Clinton in NY asking what the strategy is and requesting he come south

   with the entire British army. 

- General Clinton orders General Cornwallis to take up residence in a coastal town. 

- Yorktown, Virginia is chosen by Cornwallis. 

- French Admiral Comte De Grasse informs Washington that he will be in the Chesapeake 
