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JOHN FITZGERALD KENNEDY:
1. Election of 1960 – JFK’s New Frontier: 
- Bruising Primary – JFK defeats Hubert Humphrey and Lyndon B. Johsnon

- Kennedy was war hero in WWII – PT boats  and Intellectual abilities – Pulitzer Prize – Profile in Courage 

- Republicans chose Richard M. Nixon – Eisenhower administration

- First Televised Presidential Debate – image critical – Nixon appeared nervous, unshaven, JFK confident telegenic 

- Both stressed foreign policy

- Nixon defended the Republican record and stressed his own maturity and experience. 

- JFK hammered away at the alleged “Missile gap” 

- anti-catholic prejudice of evangelical protestants with a promise to keep church and state separate. 

- 69 million votes cast  - JFK won by little more than 100 thousand.  

- Camelot – exiting and stylish – JFK surrounded himself with prestigious Ivy League academics, movie stars, writers, arts 
  “Ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country” JFK inaugural address
2. Bay of Pigs 

Failed invasion of Cuba by a group of anti Castro forces in 1961. After Kennedy took office he was informed of a plan approve by President Eisenhower in 1960.  The CIA was training a group of Cubans to invade Cuba and overthrow Castro.  Kennedy expected the Cuban people to help the invaders defeat Castro. April 17, 1961 was a total disaster.  An air strike failed to destroy Cuba’s air force, and Cuban troops were more than a match for the 1,500 U.S. backed invaders. Kennedy’s advisors urged him to use American planes to provide air cover for the attackers, he refused. Rather than continue a hopeless effort, he chose to simply accept defeat. 

3. Berlin Wall: 
1947 The Long Telegram - Mister X – George F. Kennan – Containment Policy – Truman Doctrine – Iran 1946 - 
Dardanelles Straights (Black Sea) Turkey – Marshall Plan – Berlin Wall / airlift – NATO – Warsaw Pact 
Berlin Wall: 

Barrier built by the Soviet Union in 1961 to keep people of East Berlin from escaping to the West; symbol of the cold war; torn down in 1989. 

Berlin Airlift: 
- The Marshall Plan received the most severe test in June 1948 when Stalin blockaded West Berlin, deep in within Communist 
  East Germany.  

- Unable to provision Berlin a city of 2 million by overland routes, the Untied State could have given up Berlin or invaded East 
  Germany.  Instead, a massive airlift was organized.  For a year huge C-47’s and C-54’s flew in the necessities and a few of the
  luxuries that the West Berliners needed in order to hold out.  

- By this action the Truman administration made it clear that the U.S. did not want war, but neither would it tolerate further
  Soviet expansion.

- The Soviets responded as Kennan had predicted by not invading West Berlin or shooting down the airlift planes. 

- May 1949 having determined that the U.S. would not give in, the Soviet Union lifted the blockade.

JFK – Ich bin ein Berliner – June 26, 1963 – calls upon Soviet Union to tear down the Berlin Wall  
4. Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 
- August 1963, Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty signed by the U.S.,  Soviet Union, and Great Britain – the treaty prohibited 

  above ground, outer space, and underwater nuclear weapons tests.  

- Effect it eased international anxiety over radioactive fallout. 

- Underground testing continued to accelerate for year – the limited test ban was perhaps more symbolic than substantive. 

5. CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS 
1962 crisis that arose between the United States and the Soviet Union over a Soviet attempt to deploy nuclear missiles in Cuba.  The Soviet Union disturbed by the attempted Bay of Pigs invasion, had pledged to support Castro’s government.  On October 16, 1962, photographs taken from an American spy plane revealed that the Soviets were building missile bases on Cuban soil – only 90 miles form the island of Key West… Brought the super powers of the U.S. and Soviet Union to the brink of nuclear war.  Kennedy placed a Naval Blockade stopping all ships heading for Cuba which took effect October 24.  The Soviet ships reached the quarantine line and was stopped by the navy. Because it was carrying only oil it was allowed to continue… a dozen more Soviet ships were heading toward Cuba.  An agreement was reached by letters that the Soviet Union would remove missiles from Cuba if the U.S. would remove its missiles from Turkey.  
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6. NEW FRONTIER LIBERALISM: 

 - New Frontier advocated such liberal programs as higher minimum wage, greater federal aid for education, increased 
   Social Security benefits, medical care for the elderly, support for public housing, and various antipoverty measures. 

- Congress refused to enact the administration’s attempt to extend Social Security and unemployment benefits to millions 

  of uncovered workers. 

- Congress also failed to enact administration proposals for aid to public schools, mass transit, subsidies, and 

   medical insurance for retired workers over sixty five. 

- Congress did approve a modest increase in the minimum wage to $1.25 an hour, a less ambitious improvement

   in Social Security, and appropriated $5 billion for public housing. 

- Congress appropriated $435 million for the Man Power Retraining Act to benefit the unemployed. 

- Area Redevelopment Act appropriated money for rural, depressed Appalachia 

- Higher Education Act, 1963 offered to aid colleges for the constructing buildings and upgrading Libraries.

- Peace Corp – thousands of mostly young men and women traveled overseas for 2 year stint in underdeveloped countries. 

- There they provided technical and educational assistance in setting up health care programs and improving agriculture. 

- Kennedy revived the issue of Women’s rights with his Presidential Commission on the Status of Women led by Eleanor 

  Roosevelt – 1963 report was the most comprehensive study of women’s lives ever produced by the government. 

- The report documented the ongoing discrimination faced by American women in the workplace and in the legal system, as

   well as the inadequacy of social services such as daycare. 

- Called for federally supported day care programs, continuing education programs for women, and an end to sex based 

Social Security and unemployment benefits.  Plus more women in policy making positions in government. 

- Kennedy also directed executive agencies to prohibit sex discrimination in hiring and promotions. 

- The work of the commission contributed to a new generation of women’s rights activism. 

- The administration pushed lower business taxes through Congress, even at the cost of higher federal deficit. 

- The Revenue Act, 1962 encouraged new investment and plant renovation by easing tax depreciation schedules on business  

- Lowered tariffs as a way to increase foreign trade. 

- To help keep inflation down, Kennedy intervened in the steel industry in 1961-62, pressuring labor to keep it wage demands

  low and management to curb price increases. 

7. ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT J.F. KENNEDY  

- November 22, 1963, John F. Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas. 

- In life and politics Kennedy had placed television in the forefront of American life – know in death, television riveted

  a badly shocked nation. 

- One day after the assassination, the president’s accused killer, an obscure political misfit named Lee Harvey Oswald, 

   was him self gunned down before television cameras covering his arraignment transfer in the Dallas, Police Station. 

- November 25, the nation watched the televised spectacle of Kennedy’s funeral, and tried to make sense of the brutal murder

- A special commission was appointed headed by Justice Earl Warren found the killing to be the work of Oswald acting 

  alone, many Americans doubted this conclusion – giving rise to a series of conspiracy theories. 

- At the time of Kennedy’s death U.S. Soviet relations were more amicable than at any time since the end of WWII. 

- The New Frontier agenda would be carried out by Kennedy’s successor, Lyndon B. Johnson. 

- Johnson dreamed of creating the Great Society. 

LYNDON BAINES JOHNSON – The Great Society 

1. Civil Rights Act 1964
Law made it illegal in a number of areas, including voting, schools, and jobs. Gave the Justice Department the authority to act vigorously in school desegregation and voting right cases. The law’s major sections were laid out in titles: 

Title I:  banned the use of different registration requirements for blacks and whites. 

Title II: prohibited discrimination in public accommodations, such as motels, restaurants, gas stations, theaters, and sports arenas. 

Title VI: allowed for withholding federal funds from public or private programs that practiced discrimination. 

Title VII:  banned discrimination on the basis of race, sex, religion, or national origin by employers and unions, and also created the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission  (EEOC) to investigate charges of job discrimination. 

- Title IX – Women’s sports 

- Ronald Reagan – Continuation  
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2. War on Poverty: 

- Michael Harrington’s book The Other America 1962 showed that 20 to 25 percent of American families were living

   below the governmentally defined poverty line.  

- This poverty was created by increased numbers of old and young, job displacement produced by advancing

   technology, and regions by passed by economic development. 

- The Economic Opportunity Act 1964 – sought to address these problems by establishing a Job Corps, community

   action programs, educational programs, work study programs, job training, loans for small businesses and farmers

   and Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA), a domestic peace corp.  The OEO Office of Economic Opportunity

   administered many of theses programs.  

- Health Care – Medicare Act 1965 combined hospital insurance for retired people with a voluntary plan to cover

   physician’s bills.  Medicaid provided grants to states to help the poor below retirement age. 
- Education – 1965 the Elementary and Secondary Education Act provided 1.5 billion to school districts to improve

   the education of poor people.  Head Start prepared educationally disadvantaged children for elementary school 

- Cities – 1965 HUD Act provide 240K housing units and 2.9 billion for urban renewal. Department of Housing and

   Urban Affairs was est. 1966 and rent supplements for low income families also became available. 

- Appalachia – The Appalachia Regional Development Act 1966 – provided 1.1 billion for isolated mountain areas. 

3. Black Power  
Voting Rights Act of 1965:

Federal officials could register voters in places where local officials were blocking registration by African Americans. The act officially eliminated literacy test and other barriers. In the year after the law passed more than 400 thousand African Americans registered to vote in the South. 

Racial Riots: 

70 percent of American Blacks lived in central city ghettos. Aug. 1965 Watts erupted into riots – 15 thousand guardsman were brought in; 34 people killed, 850 wounded, 3,100 arrest; property damage 200 million.  1966 riots in New York and Chicago; 1967 Newark and Detroit.   The Kerner Commission appointed to investigate the riots concluded that they were directed a social system that prevent blacks from getting good jobs and crowded them into ghettos. 

Stokley Carmichael:

Born in Trinidad in the West Indies Carmichael came to the U.S. at age 11. At Howard University in Washington D.C. he became actively involved and rose to leadership in the SNCC - Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee.  After being beaten and jailed in one nonviolent protest Carmichael called for the for the SNCC to carry guns for self defense.  He wanted to make the group exclusively black, rejecting white activist. At a rally in Greenwood, Mississippi while Kings followers  were singing “We shall over come”, Carmichael’s supporters drowned them out with “We Shall Overcome”.  Carmichael just out of Jail, jumped into the back of an open truck to challenge the moderate leaders.  “This is the twenty seventh time I have been arrested, and I ain’t going to jail no more!..The only way we gonna stop them white men from whipping us is to take over.  We been saying freedom for six years – an we ain’t got nothing’.  What we gonna start saying now is Black Power”. Black Power was chanted calling Blacks to unite to recognize their heritage, to build a sense of community. 

Martin Luther King, Jr.: 

African American Civil Rights Leader who preached non violent confrontation from the 1950 to 1968.  Led the Montgomery Bus Boycott; the March on Washington – “I have a Dream Speech”.  King was assassinated on the balcony outside of his room at the Lorain Motel in Nashville Tennessee, by James Earl Ray. King Assassination sparked riots and looting in more than 120 cities. 

Black Panthers: 

1966 a new political party was formed by activist Bobby Seale and Huey Newton.  The Black Panthers wanted African Americans to lead their own communities. They demanded that the federal government rebuild nation’s ghettos to make up for years of neglect. They also wanted to confront what they saw as years of police brutality in the Ghettos.  The Panthers came into direct confrontation with White authorities. Black Power gave rise to the slogan “Black is Beautiful”. This caused a split in the Civil Rights Movements.  SNCC and Panthers moved away from the NAACP. 
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Malcolm X: 

Born Malcolm Little in Omaha, Nebraska. His father was a Baptist minister who spread the “Back to Africa” message of Marcus Garvey. Growing up in the Ghettos of Detroit, Boston, and New York, Little turned to crime. At age 20 he was arrested for burglary and served seven years in prison.  While in Jail he joined the Nation of Islam a group often called the Black Muslims. Viewing white society as oppressive, it preached black separation and self-help. Malcolm little changed his name to Malcolm X and spent 12 years as a minister for of the Nation of Islam, winning followers with his fiery speeches. He spread the ideas of black nationalism, a belief in the separate identity and racial unity of the African American community.  Malcolm called the March on Washington the “farce on Washington” and voiced his irritation at “all of this non violent, begging the white man kind of dying… all of this sitting in, sliding-in, wading-in, eating-in, diving-in, and the rest”.  Instead of preaching brotherly love, he rejected ideas of integration asking why anyone would want to join white society. Malcolm X and Elijah Muhammad came to disagree about many things, including political actions.  In 1964, Malcolm X left the Nation of Islam and formed his own religious organization, called the Muslim Mosque and then made a religious pilgrimage to Mecca. Seeing Muslims of all races worshiping peacefully with each other had a profound effect on Malcolm changing his view about separatism and hatred white people.  When he returned he was willing to work with other Civil Rights leaders and even White Americans on some issues. In February 1965, he was shot to death at a rally in New York.  Three members of the Nation of Islam were charged with the murder. 

4. UFW/AIM 

United Farm Workers

Cesar Chavez: Migrant farm workers were some of the most exploited workers in the country. Throughout the 1960s Cesar Chavez traveled from farm to farm from state to state organizing migrant workers (Mexicans field hands) into the UFW (United Farm Workers) union.  In 1967 when grape growers refused to provide greater pay and better working conditions, and union recognition Chavez organized a successful nationwide consumer boycott of grapes picked at nonunion farms. 1975 California passed a law requiring collective bargaining between growers and union representatives. 

American Indian Movement: 

1968 two Chippewa activist, Dennis Banks and George Mitchell, set out the goals of a new activist organization A.I.M. – “a new coalition that will fight for Indian treaty rights and better conditions and opportunities for our people”. Aim set up patrols in Indian neighborhoods in cities and encouraged the young to take pride in their heritage. AIM fought for Native American legal rights, including autonomy (self government) and control of natural resources on Native American lands, along with the restoration of lands illegally taken from Indian nations. 1973 a dramatic confrontation came when AIM took over the Ogala Sioux village of Wounded Knee. AIM refused to leave the Village until the U.S. government agreed to investigate the treatment of Indians and the poor conditions on the reservations., and to review more than 300 treaties. Federal Marshals and FBI agents put the village under siege, and agents arrested more than 300 people, including news reporters and outside supporters. Three months after the siege began AIM agreed to end the siege hand over their arms in compensation for the federal government to reexamine Indian treaty rights.  In the end two AIM members had been killed and about a dozen  people hurt, including two federal marshals. 

5. Vietnam 

Robert McNamara: 

Secretary of Defense under Presidents Kennedy and Lyndon Johnson; Expanded American involvement in Vietnam War.  Later became the President of Ford Motor Company. 

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution: 

In August 1964, President Lyndon B. Johnson announced that North Vietnamese torpedo boats had attacked U.S. destroyers in the international water of the Gulf of Tonkin, 30 mile from North Vietnam.  Johnson asked Congress to pass a resolution to give him authority to “take all necessary measures to repel any armed attack against the forces of the U.S. and to prevent further aggression.” The resolution gave President Johnson nearly complete control over what the U.S. did in Vietnam, even without an official declaration of war from Congress. 

War Powers Act of 1973:

Law limiting a President’s ability to involve the U.S. in Foreign conflicts without receiving a formal declaration of war from Congress. 

Ho Chi Minh: 

Leader of the Communist Party in Indochina after World War II; led Vietnamese against the French, then North Vietnamese against the United States in the Vietnam War. 
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My Lai Massacre: 

Lieutenant William Calley was convicted in mid 1971 of  “at least 22 murders” of Vietnamese civilians in the 1968 My Lai Massacre. My Lai was a village in South Vietnam which U.S. troops believed hid and protected Vietcong guerrillas.  Calley’s troops attacked the village and killed between 175 and 400 unarmed civilians, many of them women and children. 

Agent Orange: 

An herbicide used as a chemical weapon during the Vietnam war to kill vegetation and expose enemy hiding places. Agent Orange also killed crops. Later it was discovered that Agent Orange caused health problems in livestock and humans, including Vietnamese civilians and American Soldiers. 

Napalm: 

Highly flammable jelly like substance chemical splattered and burned uncontrollably when dropped from U.S. planes in firebombing attacks during the Vietnam War. 

Vietcong: 

Communist Guerrillas in South Vietnam. 

Pentagon Papers: 

Classified Defense Department history of the U.S. involvement in Vietnam.  Leaked to the New York Times by former Pentagon official Daniel Ellsberg.  The documents showed that Kennedy and Johnson had consistently misled the American public about their intentions in Vietnam. Due to the Pentagon Papers 71 percent of American thought that sending U.S. combat troops to Vietnam had been a mistake. 

Cambodia/Laos:

1965 the Viet Cong were expanding in South Vietnam.  North Vietnamese troops and supplies poured into the South via the Ho Chi Minh Trail – a supply route a supply route that passed through Laos and Cambodia. 

April 1970, Nixon announced that the U.S. was going to expand the war in Cambodia where communist camps were used to launch attacks on South Vietnam. Nixon knew that the invasion of Cambodia would not win the war but he thought it would help at the bargaining table. Nixon’s actions brought chaos and civil war in Cambodia and a fresh wave of protest at home. 

Tet Offensive: 

Tet - Vietnamese New Year.  On January 30 , the Viet Cong and North Vietnamese launched a major offensive surprise attacks on major cities and towns and American military bases throughout South Vietnam. In Saigon the Vietnamese Capital the Viet Cong attacked the American embassy and the presidential palace, fierce fighting for weeks.  During the Tet offensive Communist were uncommonly brutal, slaughtering anyone they labeled an enemy, including minor officials, teachers, and doctors. In the city of Hue 5,000 were mass murdered. 

Fall of Saigon, 1975: 

American involvement in Vietnam came to an end in 1973 with an agreement signed in Paris.  In 1975 the North Vietnamese launched a campaign of strikes against strategic cities throughout South Vietnam with the final objective being the Southern capital of Saigon. South Vietnamese forces crumbled in the face of this campaign.  On April 29, 1975 with communist forces surrounding Saigon the U.S carried out a dramatic last minute evacuation.  American helicopters airlifted more than 1,000 Americans and nearly 6,000 Vietnamese from the city to aircraft carriers waiting offshore. April 30 North Vietnam finished its conquest of Saigon and the South Vietnam government officially surrendered. 
Paris Peace Accords: 

Called for the complete withdrawal of U.S. troops. Promised American prisoners of war would be returned, and it left the Thieu government intact.  (South Vietnam government)  The agreement also recognized in South Vietnam the Vietcong as a legitimate political force. 

Operation Rolling Thunder: 

1965 Johnson expanded American involvement by shifting his policy to a sustained bombing campaign against North Vietnam.  
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6. Counter Culture 

- Alienated by bureaucracy, materialism, and the Vietnam War, but they turned away from politics in favor of an

  alternative society.  In many respects they were heirs of the Beats. 
- Urban communes in such places as San Francisco’s Haight-Ashbury or in rural areas.  “Hippies” experimented with

   Eastern religions, drugs, sex, but most were unable to establish a self sustaining lifestyle. 

- Woodstock – Rock music was a major element in the counterculture – Aug 1969 in upstate New York featured

   Joan Baez, Jimi Hendrix, and Santana and offered opportunity for unrestrained drug use and sex.  

- 1970 the counterculture is shrinking, either a victim of its own excesses or through re-enfranchising into the

   mainstream. 

Woodstock 
Counter Culture valued youth, spontaneity, and individuality – Also called hippies, these young people promoted peace, love, and freedom. And they experimented with new styles of dress and music, freer attitudes toward sexual relationships, and the recreational use of drugs. The diverse counterculture of sixties styles, sexual revolution, and drug scene came together at the Woodstock Music and Art Fair in August 1969.  About 400,000 people gathered for several days in a large pasture in Bethel, New York, to listen to the major band of the Rock World. Despite the rain those who attended the Woodstock festival recalled the event with a  sense of awe. 

7. Women’s Liberation 

National Organization for Women: 

1966 28 professional women including Betty Friedan established NOW.  These women were frustrated that existing women’s groups were unwilling to pressure the Equal Employment opportunity Commission to take women’s grievances more seriously. The Goal of NOW was “to take action to bring American women into full participation in the mainstream of American society now”.  NOW sought fair pay and equal job opportunities, it attacked the “false image of women” in the media, such as advertising that used sexist slogans or photographs.  

Betty Friedan: 

Feminist Author; criticized limited roles for women in her 1963 book The Feminine Mystique Friedan lashed out at the culture that made it difficult for women to choose alternative roles. 
Gloria Steinem: 

Journalist, women’s rights leader since the 1960s; founded Ms. Magazine in 1972 to cover women’s issues. 

Phyllis Schafly: 

Conservative Activist; led campaign during the 1970s and 1980s to block the Equal Rights Amendment. 

Equal Right Amendment: 

1972 Congress approved passage of the Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution – “Equality of rights under the law shall not be abridged by the U.S. or by any state on account of sex”. To become law the Amendment had to be ratified by 38 states. 1977 35 states had ratified the Amendment when opposition forces were gaining strength. ERA limped along until 1982 the deadline for ratification and then died. 

Roe v. Wade, 1973

An unmarried pregnant woman wanted an abortion which was illegal in Texas.  She filed suit against Henry Wade the District Attorney.  The suit was filed on the basis of the 14th Amendment Due Process Clause. The court ruled the abortion laws was unconstitutional.  A woman’s right to an abortion fit into the right to privacy under the 1st, 5th, 9th, and 14th Amendments.  Court ruled that the fetus was not a person under the 14th. 

Title IX: 

1972 – Amendments to an education act included a provision known as Title IX.  Its purpose was to promote equal treatment in schools for female members of the staff and students.  It provided that “no person in the United States shall, on the basis of sex, be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of , or be subjected to discrimination under any education program or activity receiving Federal financial assistance.”  An important consequence was that school and colleges greatly increased their sport programs for girls and young women. 
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Richard Milhous Nixon

1. Election of 1968 - Southern Strategy: 
  - 1968 Nixon deftly built on voter hostility toward youthful protester s and the counterculture. 

  - Nixon represented the “Silent Majority” – those Americans who worked, paid taxes, and did not demonstrate, picket, or 

     protest loudly, “people who are not haters, people who love their country.” 

  - After losses in the Presidential race in 1960 and the governors race in California in 1962, Nixon declared himself the one 

     candidate who could restore law and order to the nation. 

- After signing the land mark Civil Rights Act of 1964, President Johnson said privately, “I think we just delivered the South

     to the Republicans for a long time to come.” 

  - The Republicans understood the importance of the South to come, as the states grew with high tech industries and retirement 

     communities. 

  - A powerful conservatism dominate this area, home to many military bases, defense plants, and an increasingly influential 

    Protestant evangelism. 

  - Nixon appealed to these voters by promising to appoint federal court judges who would undercut liberal interpretations of

     civil rights and be tough on crime. 

  - Nixon chose Spiro T. Agnew as his V.P. candidate – Agnew was known for his oratory seeing dissent as treason – he 

    courted the silent majority by attacking all critics of the war as “an effete corps of impudent snobs” and blasted liberal 

    newscasters as “nattering nabobs of negativism.” 

- 1968 campaign underscored the anti-liberal sentiment of the voting public – Third party Candidate Alabama Governor 

  Wallace captured 13.5% of the popular vote campaigning around a conservative hate list that included school busing,  

  antiwar demonstrations, and urban uprisings. 

  - Wallace became governor in 1963 promising white Alabamans “Segregation not! Segregation Tomorrow! Segregation 

     Forever!” 

  - Nixon-Agnew won capturing the popular vote by the slim margin of 43.6 percent to Democrat Hubert Humphrey 42.7 

    percent. 

2. Civil Rights – See Packet 
Sought to block renewal of the Voting Rights Act and delay implementation of court ordered school desegregation in Mississippi.  After the S.C. ordered busing of students in 1971 to achieve desegregation, the administration proposed an anit-busing bill which was blocked by Congress. 

3. New Federalism:  

Although some of Nixon’s policies were liberal, such as support for environmental and consumer protection, he leaned toward conservatism.  In his view, many Great Society programs were wasteful and unworkable.  Conservatives applauded a Nixon policy called the New Federalism.  Arguing that states understood their own needs better than the national government did.  Nixon proposed giving them greater freedom to decide how to use federal funds.  In other words, the federal government would “share” its revenues with state and local governments.  In 1971 Congress approved revenue sharing by passing bills that permitted states and communities to use federal funds however the wished. 

Clean Air Act:

Law passed in 1970 that aimed to control pollution caused by industrial and auto emissions. The EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) reached an agreement with car manufactures to install catalytic converters (devices that convert tail pipes  pollutants into less dangerous substances) in cars to reduce harmful emissions. 

Clean Water Act: 

Law passed in 1972 that aimed to control pollution caused by the discharge of industrial and municipal wastewater, and provided for grants to build better sewage treatment facilities. 

4. Kent State: 

U.S. invasion of Cambodia caused wide spread protest on College Campuses.  At Kent State University in Ohio, student reacted violently to the Presidents Actions breaking windows of businesses downtown and burning the ROTC building on campus. In response the Governor of Ohio ordered the National Guard to Kent State campus.  When the students threw rocks at them, the guardsmen loaded their weapons and donned gas masks. They hurled tear gas at the students, ordering them to disperse. Then the guardsmen retreated to another position. At the top of a hill they turned and started firing on the Students below. Four students lay dead, with nine others wounded. Of the dead two were bystanders and two were protestors. 
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5. Pentagon Papers: 

Classified Defense Department history of the U.S. involvement in Vietnam.  Leaked to the New York Times by former Pentagon official Daniel Ellsberg.  The documents showed that Kennedy and Johnson had consistently misled the American public about their intentions in Vietnam. Due to the Pentagon Papers 71 percent of American thought that sending U.S. combat troops to Vietnam had been a mistake. 

6. War Powers Act 

1973 Congress passed the War Powers Act which compel any future president to seek congressional approval for armed 

intervention abroad, dramatized both the widespread suspicion of presidential intentions and a yearning for peace. 

The majority of Americans have concluded that Johnson and Nixon had intentionally deceived the public about the nature and fortunes of Vietnam.   This moral failing signaled a collapse at the center of the American political system.  Since Dwight D. Eisenhower left office warning of the potential danger embedded in the “military industrial complex”, no president had survived the presidency with his honor intact.  

7. China - “The China Card”
  - Nixon’s foreign policy defied both liberals and conservatives alike. 

  - Nixon implemented a policy of Détente that replaced U.S. – Soviet bipolarity with multilateral relations. 

  - Nixon cultivated relations with the People’s Republic of China, a rising world power more rigidly Communist than the 

    Soviet Union, to form an alliance against the Soviet Union. 

  - Nixon could easily persuade the Soviet Union to cooperate on trade agreements, thus limiting the two nations’ ruthless 

    competition to control governments in Asia, the Middle East, and Africa.   

  - Opponents of the Vietnam War accused Nixon of double dealing, while conservatives howled at any compromise with 

    Communist governments. 

  a. China: 

  - Playing the “China Card” was the most dramatic of the president’s moves – president had been a supporter of the 

    archconservative China lobby. 

  - Nixon considered the People’s Republic of China to important to be isolated by the West and to obviously hostile to the 

    Soviet Union to be discounted as a potential ally. 

  - “Ping Pong diplomacy”, April 1971, when the Chinese hosted a table tennis team from the U.S. 

  - Henry Kissinger embarked on a secret mission a few months later arranging a February 1972 Nixon and wife Beijing trip 

     where greeted by foreign minister Zhou Enlai and a band playing “The Star Spangled Banner”. 

    “16 thousand miles and twenty two years of hostility” Nixon 

  - Nixon’s move successful increased diplomatic pressure on the Soviet Union but simultaneously weakened the Nationalist 

    Chinese government in Taiwan, which now slipped into virtual diplomatic obscurity. 

  b. Soviet Union: 

  - Nixon went to Moscow to negotiate with Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev, who was eager for economic assistance. 

   “There must be room in the world for two great nations with different systems to live together and work together” 

  - Nixon offered to sell $1 billion of grain to the Soviet Union – winning the favor of American wheat farmers. 

  - Soviet Union became visibly more cautious about supporting revolutions in the third world. 

  - SALT – Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty – the first success at strategic arms control since the opening of the cold war 

    and a major public relations victory for the leaders of the two superpowers. 

  - Nixon sent Kissinger on a two year mission of “shuttle diplomacy” to mediate Israeli Arab disputes, to ensure the continued 

    flow of oil, and to increase lucrative U.S. arms sales to Arab countries. 

  - Egyptians and Israelis agreed to a cease-fire in their October 1973 Yom Kippur War, but little progress toward peace in 

     the area was achieved. 

8. S.A.L.T 

Détente:

Nixon believed that the cornerstone of U.S. foreign policy was Soviet-American relations.  Nixon’s approach toward the Soviet Union came to be called détente, an attempt to relax tensions between the two superpowers. 

- 1971 The Four Powers Agreement on Berlin, the Soviet Union guaranteed the Western powers would always have access to 

  West Berlin.  The Treaty removed a dangerous source of U.S. Soviet conflict that had existed since 1946. 

- 1972 Soviet and Americans negotiated a trade agreement that sold grain world $1 billion to the Soviet Union at bargain

   prices. American farms like the deal but the sale caused a grain shortage in U.S. markets and steep rise in food prices. 

- 1972 Moscow visit Nixon and Brezhnev signed the SALT I treaty limiting the number of ABM’s.
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S.A.L.T. I and II: 

Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty.  May 1972 visit to Moscow President Nixon and Soviet Premier Leonid Brezhnev signed several agreements in a very friendly atmosphere.  

SALT I agreement limited the number of ABM’s (Antiballistic Missiles) either nation could set up.  If both sides limited their ABM’s then they could reduce their offensive missiles as well. SALT thus placed a five year freeze on each nation’s production of offensive missiles. 

9. 1972 Election - Watergate 

  - A few days after the bombing of Cambodia in May 1970, he wandered out of the White House alone at 5:00 in the morning to

    talk to antiwar demonstrators – Nixon tried to engage them in small talk about football and pleaded “I know you probably 

    most of you think I’m an SOB,  but I want you to know I understand just how you feel”. 

  - H.R. Haldeman (one of Nixon closets advisers) stated that the student killings at Kent State deeply troubled him.

  - A few months later Nixon ordered illegal wiretaps of new professionals. 

  - Nixon also supported CIA surveillance of U.S. citizens and organizations – a policy specifically forbidden by the CIA charter

  - Nixon further encouraged his administration to spy on Democrats preparing for the 1972 election campaign. 

  - When news of these activities leaked Nixon found himself facing impeachment – Andrew Johnson. 

 The Age of Dirty Tricks: 
  - 1972 reelection campaign approached Nixon tightened his inner circle of White House staff who assisted him in withholding 

     information from the public, discrediting critics, and engaging in assorted “dirty tricks”. 

  - Circle member solicited illegal contribution for the campaign and laundered the money through Mexican bank accounts.  

- The circle created a secret squad called “the plumbers” to halt troublesome leaks of information – this team was headed 

   by former CIA agent E. Howard Hunt and former FBI agent G. Gordon Liddy. 

  - The first person on the squad’s “hit list” was Daniel Ellsberg, a former researcher with the Department of Defense who in 

     1971 turned over to the press secret document outlining the military history of American involvement in Vietnam.

  - The Pentagon Papers exposed the role of president and military leaders in deceiving the public and Congress about the 

     conduct of the U.S. in Southeast Asia. 

  - Nixon sought to bar the New York Times, but the Supreme Court ruled in favor of the First Amendment. 

  - The Pentagon Papers became a best selling book – 1972 the New York Times won the Pulitzer Prize for the series of articles. 

  - Nixon directed the Department of Justice to prosecute Ellsberg on charges of conspiracy, espionage, and theft. 

  - Hunt and Liddy broke into Ellsberg’s psychiatrists office in hopes of discrediting him. 

  - 1973 charges were dropped as Nixon administration stood guilty of misconduct. 

Campaign: 1972 Election 
  - Nixon ran a skillful negative campaign charging George McGovern, the liberal Democrat nomination on the first ballot, 

     with supporting “abortion, acid [LSD], and amnesty” for those who had resisted the draft or deserted the armed forces. 

  - Nixon informed the new media that McGovern’s running mate Senator Thomas Eagleton, had once undergone electric 

    shock therapy for depression, thus forcing his resignation from the Democratic team. 

  - Voter turn out was at an all time low and McGovern lost every state but Massachusetts.  

  - Later when Nixon faced disgrace, bumper stickers appeared reading “Don’t blame me I’m from Massachusetts”. 

  - Nixon’s (CREEP) Committee to Re-Elect the President enjoyed a huge war chest and spent a good portion on dirty tricks 

    designed to divide the Democrats and discredit them in the eyes of the voting public. 

  - The most ambition plan – wiretapping the Democratic National Committee headquarters – backfired. 

  - June 17, 1972 and security team tripped up a group of intruders hired by CREEP to install listening devices in the 

    Washington D.C., Watergate apartment and office complex where the Democrats were headquartered. 

  - Police arrested 5 men, who were later found guilty of conspiracy and burglary.  

  - Washington Post reports Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein followed a trail of evidence back to the nation’s highest 

     office. 

  - Televised Senate hearings opened to public view more than a pattern of presidential wrongdoings – showed an attempt to 

     impede investigations of the Watergate case. 

  - Testifying before the committee, a former Nixon aide revealed the existence of secret tape recordings of conversations 

     held in the Oval Office. 

  - Special Prosecutor Archibald Cox refuse to allow Nixon to claim executive privilege and withhold the tapes, the 

    president ordered Cox fired. 

  - The firing came to be called the “Saturday Night Massacre” “further tarnished Nixon’s reputation and swelled curiosity 

     about the tapes. 

  - June 24, 1974 the Supreme Court voted unanimously that Nixon had to release the tapes to a new special prosecutor, Leon 

     Jaworski.
APUSH 




Modern Review 





Page 10
The Fall of the Executive: 
  - The Watergate tapes show Nixon’s ravings against his enemies, including anti-Semitic slurs, and his conniving efforts to 

     harass private citizens through federal agencies. 

  - The tapes further shoed the Nixon had not only known about plans to cover up the Watergate break-in but had ordered it. 

  - July 1974, the House Judiciary Committee adopted three articles of impeachment, charging Nixon with obstructing justice. 

  - 1972 Vice President Spiro Agnew had admitted and plead no contest to accepting large kickbacks while serving as governor 

    of Maryland – charged with federal income and tax evasion, Agnew resigned October 1973. 

  - Gerald Ford a moderate Republican representative from Michigan became the new V.P. 

  - Facing certain impeachment by the House of Representatives, Richard Nixon became on August 9, 1974 the first president

     to resign from office. 

GERALD FORD 
1. WIN – Whip Inflation Now: 
1975 the American economy was in its worst recession since the Great Depression, with unemployment at nearly nine percent.  Rejecting the notion of mandatory wage and price controls to reduce inflation, Ford requested voluntary controls.  Under a plan known as WIN Whip Inflation Now – President Ford urged Americans to cut back on their oil and gas consumption and to undertake other energy conserving measures.   The plan stirred up little enthusiasm and eventually failed.  The president then turned to cutting government spending and advocating higher interest rates to curb inflation. This to failed. 

2. Ford’s Pardon of Nixon: 

A month after becoming president, Ford pardoned Nixon for any crime committed in the Watergate Affair.  Critics questioned the legality of the pardon, since no court had yet charged Nixon with a crime.  Ford responded that it was time to put the Watergate Affair aside and move forward.  Other members of Nixon’s White House staff were convicted and imprisoned for covering up the Watergate Affair and committing perjury (lying under oath).

JIMMY CARTER
1. ELECTION OF 1976: JIMMY CARTER: 
Honesty in government was an important issue in the 1976 presidential election. The Democratic nominee was Jimmy Carter, a former governor of Georgia.  The Republican nominee was President Ford.  In a close election, Carter emerged with 297 electoral votes to Ford’s 240.  For the first time since 1848, the president was form the South.   During Carter’s term in office 1977-1981, two issues caused a decline in his popularity.  In 1979 he failed to deal forcefully with an energy crisis, and he was unable to win the release of American hostages in Iran.  

2. Iranian Hostage Crisis: 

In 1979 Iranian revolutionaries, in violation of international law, broke into the U.S. Embassy in Iran’s capital, Teheran, seized 62 Americans, and held 52 of them as hostages.  Cause of the Crisis: Since 1953 the United States had supported Iran’s monarch the Shah of Iran - Shah Mohammad Reza Pahlavi. In return for U.S. military aid, the shah permitted the U.S. to use Iran as a base for spying on the Soviet Union.  The shah employed a secret police to ruthlessly abolish opposition. Fundamentalist Muslims condemned the shah for modernizing Iran rather than strictly following Muslim laws and customs.  A fundamentalist leader was the Ayatollah Khomeini (“Ayatollah is a Muslim title for a high ranking religious scholar”).  In 1979 Khomeini led a successful revolution and the shah went into exile.  President Carter allowed the ailing shah to enter the United States for medical treatment, angering Iranian revolutionaries.  Some of them seized Americans in the embassy and demanded the return of the shah for trial. Carter refused and, in turn, demanded the release of the hostages.  In April of 1980, Carter decided to attempt a military rescue.  Unfortunately, the helicopters carrying U.S. troops broke down, and the rescue effort failed. Carter lost the 1980 election partly because of the situation in Iran.  On January 20, 1981, Iran announced the release of the hostages, 444 days after their capture.  The hostage crisis, taking place only a few years after the Vietnam War, made many Americans wonder whether the United States was declining as a world power.  The end of the crisis did not improve U.S.-Iranian relations.  The U.S. embargo on Iranian oil continued into the 1990s, along with a ban on the sale of U.S. machinery and equipment to Iran and a boycott of Iranian products.  The United States also led an international embargo on the sale to Iran of materials used to develop nuclear weapons.  In 1995 president Clinton signed an executive order that suspended all U.S. trade with Iran, citing Iran’s efforts to acquire nuclear weapons and its support for international terrorism. 
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3. Panama Canal 

Transferred the ownership of the Panama Canal in 1978 to Panama to take effect in 1999 and guaranteed it neutrality. 
4. Taiwan 

Carter ended official recognition of Taiwan and in 1979 recognized the People’s Republic of China – rogue state – conservatives called this a sell out. 
5. S.A.L.T II
An agreement came in a time when U.S. and China 1979 had agreed to exchange ambassadors completing the process of recognizing China began by President Nixon. Red Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping, vice chairman of the Chinese Communist Party, visited the U.S. in Jan. 1979.  Deng warned of a new world war if the West did not stand up to the Soviets. Two weeks after his U.S. Tour Deng ordered an invasion of Vietnam (a Soviet ally), which had just invaded China’s ally, Cambodia. Improved U.S. China relations came at the expense of Soviet – U.S. relations. After two years of hard negotiations, the Soviets and Americans agreed to parity (equality) in their nuclear forces.  Carter and Brezhnev signed the SALT II agreement n Vienna, however, opposition to the treaty arose in the U.S..  Longtime “Hawks” called it “appeasement in its purest forms”, and “screwball”. The Soviet invasion in December 1979 doomed the SALT II agreement. The Soviets wanted to prop up the government they installed in Afghanistan in 1976.  Carter warned, was “the gravest threat to peace since the Second War World”. Jan. 1980 Soviets withdrew SALT II from Senate consideration. Carter promised to raise defense spending by 5 percent per year for the next five years. 

6. ENERGY CRISIS: 

THE FIRST ENEGY CRISIS: 

U.S. dependence on foreign oil became clear after the 1973 Arab-Israel war.  To punish the United States for its support of Israel, other Middle Eastern nations, such as Suadi Arabia, Iraq, and Iran, place an embargo on the sale of their oil to the United States and its allies. The embargo made Americans realize that a significant percentage of the oil they used came from the Middle East, where the price of oil and its output were controlled by Arab members of the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries OPEC’s 1973 embargo made world wide oil prices rise sharply.  The oil shortage, or energy crisis, also led to long lines at gas stations.  OPEC lifted its embargo in 1974 but continued to keep prices high by limiting production. 

THE SECOND ENERGY CRISIS:

President Carter faced a worse energy crisis in 1979 when revolution in Iran caused a major cutback in its oil production.  Oil prices climbed from $11 to $40 a barrel, shocking the world’s economy.  There were long lines at U.S. gas stations, and motorists paid more than a dollar a gallon (compared to 80 cents before the shortage).   In 1980 Congress voted $20 billion to develop synthetic (artificial) fuels, whose availability would be unaffected by OPEC policies or disruptions in the Middle East. 

THE THIRD ENERGY CRISIS: 

Oil prices declined form $40 a barrel in 1980 to a little as $10 in 1986 as a result of more fuel efficient automobiles, oil discoveries outside the United States, and the increased flow of oil though a new Alaska pipeline.  Another Middle East crisis in 1980 caused the price of gasoline and heating oil to increase sharply.  This time, oil-producing Iraq invaded its oil producing neighbor Kuwait.  To pressure Iraq to withdraw, the U.S. and the United Nations place an embargo on Iraqi oil. The resulting drop in oil supplies led to higher prices at gas stations nationwide.  During the early 1990s, the price of oil stabilized at approximately $20 a barrel.  

Three Mile Island: 

Serious questions about the cost and safety of nuclear energy led to grass root criticism among activist and some scientist.  In March 1979 people’s doubts and fears seemed to be confirmed by an accident a the nuclear power plant at Three Mile Island, near Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.  A small leak through a faulty seal in the cooling system stopped the pumps that circulated the coolant.  Temperatures n the reactor cores rose, but plant operators misread the symptoms and shut down an emergency cooling system.  A partial meltdown of the core occurred, releasing some radiation. People near the plant were terrified by the idea of radioactive leak, and 140,000 people fled their homes.  
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7. Camp David Accord’s 

CONTINUING ARAB ISRAELI CONFLICT: 

From 1948 to 1973, Israel fought four wars with its Arab neighbors. 

1. War of 1948-1949: Arab states attempted and failed to eliminate the newly independent Jewish state. 

2. Suez Crisis of 1956: Israel, France, and Great Britain attacked Egypt.  After strong condemnation by President 

    Eisenhower, the attack was halted and Israel withdrew its forces. 

3. Six Day War:  In 1967 Israel defeated Jordan, Syria, and Egypt in six days.  It then occupied (took possession of ) 

    bordering territories – the Golan Heights (taken from Syria), the Sinai Peninsula and Gaza Strip (taken form Egypt),

    and the West Bank of the Jordan River (taken from Jordan). 

4. Yom Kippur War: In October, 1973, the Arab nations, seeking to win back territories lost in 1967, launched a 

    surprise attack against Israel  on the Jewish hold day of Yom Kippur. Israel soon succeeded in driving the 

    Arabs back.  The United States, fearful of Soviet intervention, negotiated a cease-fire. 

Camp David Accords:

In 1978 President Carter persuaded Egypt’s president Anwar el-Sadat and Israel’s prime minister Menachem Begin to discuss peace at Camp David, Maryland.  These leaders then announced an agreement – the Camp David Accords – resolving the problems dividing their countries.  In 1979 Egypt and Israel signed a treaty providing for the following: 

· Israel’s return of the Sinai Peninsula to Egypt. 

· Egypt’s formal recognition of Israel as an independent nation. 

· A pledge by Israel and Egypt to respect the border between them. 

Sadat and Begin both received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1978, but Sadat’s peace policy cost him his life. In 1981 he was assassinated by Muslim extremists. 

The Palestinian Problem: 

After Israel’s victories in 1948 and 1967, large numbers of Palestinians fled Israel for refugee camps in Syria, Lebanon, and Jordan.  Their property and nationalist feelings gave rise to a political movement known as the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO).   Its goal was to eliminate Israel and turn it into a Palestinian homeland.  Its main weapon was terrorism – the use of violence to spread fear and to disrupt the normal operation of government.  Palestinian terrorists attacked Israel settlements, buses, beaches, and airplanes, and even took action beyond Israel.  In 1972 they murdered 11 Israeli athletes participating in the Olympic Games in Munich, West Germany.  In 1985 they hijacked an Italian cruise ship, the Archille Lauro, and killed an American passenger, an elderly Jewish tourist.  In 1993 a bomb exploded in New York City’s World Trade Center, killing six people and injuring more than 1,000.  Those convicted were Muslin fundamentalists tied to Islamic extremists in Egypt. 

The Intifadah: More than a million Palestinians lived in the Gaza Strip (formerly part of Egypt) and the West Bank (formerly part of Jordan).  Beginning in1987 Palestinian youth protested Israeli occupation by throwing rocks at Israeli troops.  This Intifadah attracted international attention.  

Change in Israeli-Arab Relations: In a 1993 diplomatic breakthrough, Israeli prime minister Yitzhak Rabin PLO leader Yasir Arafat met in Washington, D.C., and agreed to Palestinian self rule in the Gaza strip and West Bank town of Jericho. The PLO recognized Israel and pledged to end terrorism.  In May, 1994 Israel withdrew its armed forces from Gaza Strip and Jericho and transferred administration to the Palestinians.  In October, 1994, Israel and Jordan signed a treaty officially ending their state of war. However a new Palestinian resistance movement, Hamas, used terrorism to disrupt talks on more Palestinian self-rule.  Killings of Israelis, including suicide bombings, increased.  Nevertheless, in September, 1995, Israel and the PLO signed an accord on expanded Palestinian self rule in the West Bank.  Israel was to withdraw most of its military forces from Palestinian cities, towns, and villages there and transfer administration to some one million Arabs. Israel was to keep direct control over Israeli settlements and unpopulated areas.  By the end of 1995, Israeli troops had withdrawn from the Palestinian population centers in the West Bank, and, Israel and Syria held peace talks.  As with Anwar Sadat, Rabin’s peace policy cost him his life.  In November, 1995 , he was assassinated by a Jewish religious extremist.  In 1996 Benjamin Netanyahu was narrowly elected Israel’s prime minister.  He vowed to slow the peace process supported b the defeated Labor party and favored expanding Jewish settlements in the West Bank and East Jerusalem.  Nevertheless Netanyahu and Arafat reached an agreement giving Palestinians control in some of the West Bank and Gaza.  There were new outbreaks of violence, including suicide bombings of Israelis, by Palestinians who believed the agreement was insufficient. Peace talks stalled. 
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Helsinki Accords: 

1957 at a diplomatic conference at Helsinki, Finland, the United States and Western Europe agreed to respect the Soviet sphere of influence in Eastern Europe.  For their part, the Soviet and their Eastern European allies agreed to respect the human rights of their citizens and their freedom to travel.  Later, however, the United States cited violations of the Helsinki Accords when the Soviets prevented thousands of Soviet Jews from leaving their country. 

U.S. Invasion of Lebanon: 

North of Israel is Lebanon, whose population consists of various Christian and Muslim groups.  During the 1970s, Muslims replaced Christians as the majority religious group and demanded a larger role in government.  A civil war broke out in which Palestinians and other Muslims fought Christians for control of the country.  In 1982 President Reagan sent U.S. troops in to help keep a fragile peace.  In 1983 a terrorist bomb killed 241 marines at their barracks near the capital, Beirut.  Reagan then removed all U.S. troops.  Syria assumed control over much of Lebanon; Israel occupied a southern strip in order to halt attacks against northern Israel.  During the 1980s and 1990s, militant groups in Lebanon launched rocket attacks and suicide raids against Israel, which retaliated with commando raids. 

RONALD REAGAN: 

 1. ELECTION OF 1980 and 1984:    
Carter was defeated for reelection in 1980 by a former film actor and California governor, Ronald Reagan.  Reagan was elected governor of California in 1966 and reelected in 1970.  In 1976 he was narrowly defeated for the Republican party’s nomination for president by Ford.  Reagan easily won the Republican nomination in 1980 and defeated Carter in a landslide victory. Conservatism and Popularity: As an experienced entertainer, Reagan used the TV medium to project a pleasing personality to a mass audience.  Unlike Carter, Reagan took a firm stand on domestic issues – reducing taxes, reducing spending on social programs, and increasing spending on defense. He called for states to assume a large role in domestic programs.  His policies had a positive effect on business and a negative effect on the poor.  In the 1984 election, Reagan’s popularity resulted in a huge victory over his democratic challenger, Walter Mondale.  Reagan won the electoral votes of 49 states.  (The one state voting for Mondale was his home state, Minnesota).

Geraldine Ferraro: 1984 First female candidate of a major party to run for vice president.  Mondale’s V.P. candidate. 

2. American Hostages 
After extensive negotiations with Iran, in which Algeria acted as an intermediary, Carter released Iranian assets and the hostages were freed on January 20, 1981, 444 days after being taken captive and on the day of Reagan’s inauguration. 

3. Supply Side Economics:

Reagan’s main goal was to spur business growth.  His economic program, known as “Reaganomics” rested on the theory of Supply Side Economics.  This theory reversed earlier policies based on the ideas of English economist John Maynard Keynes.  In 1920’s and 30’s, Keynes had argued that the government could best improve the economy by increasing consumers’ demand for goods. This meant giving people more money – either directly, through government aid, or indirectly, by creating jobs.  Once people had more money to spend, Keynes argued, the y would purchase more goods and services, which would cause the new economy to grow.   Keynesian theory had helped explain the Great Depression, and the recovery that took place as the United States began a massive military spending program during World War II.  In the postwar years, most economist accepted Keynesian arguments.  In contrast to Keynesians, “supply siders” focused not on the demand for goods but on the supply of goods.  Supply siders argued that cutting taxes would put more money into the hands of businesses and investors – those who supplied the goods for consumers to buy.  The theory assumed that businesses would then hire more people and produce more goods and services, making the economy grow faster.  The real key, therefore was encouraging business leaders to invest.  Their individuals actions would promote greater national economic abundance.  Prosperity would eventually “trickle down” from the top to those at the lower levels of the economy.  

Effects of Reaganomics:

Critics of Reagan’s economic policies warned that “Reaganomics” – The Supply Side theory would result in huge deficits.  They were right.  The tax cuts of 1981 lowered revenues, while increased defense spending raised expenditures.  The result was record deficit for eight years and a national debt well above $2 trillion by the end of 1980s.  Many economists were concerned that , as deficits rose, so did the interest on the national debt.  By 1990 interest payments cost about $150 billion annually, which hurt the government’s ability to adequately fund urgent national needs such as health care and highway repair
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Deficits

The federal deficit reached 179 Billion in 1985 and about the same time the U.S. experienced trade deficits of more than 100 billion annually, partly because management and engineering skills had fallen behind Japan and Germany and partly because the U.S. provided an open market to foreign business.  In the mid 1980’s the U.S. became a debtor nation for the first time Since WWI owing more to foreigners than they owed to the U.S. Consumer debt also rose from 300 billion in 1980 to 500 billion in 1986. 
4. S.D.I. - Strategic Defense Initiative (Star Wars): 

In 1981 President Reagan asked Congress for huge increases in the defense budget.  He wanted $1.5 trillion spent over a five year period on new bombers, submarines, and missiles.  The most ambitious and controversial proposal was for a “space shield” – the Strategic Defense Initiative (SDI).  Critics thought it sounded like the popular movie Star Wars.  The weapons would orbit the earth and shoot down targets.  Congress questioned whether SDI would work but voted funds to explore the idea.  U.S.- Soviet relations, however, gradually improved and in 1991 the Soviet Union collapsed.  In 1993 President Clinton’s first defense budget eliminated SDI after 10 years of development and an outlay of 30 billion. 

5. John W. Hinckley 

Shot Reagan in the chest on March 30, 1981.  The president was seriously wounded but handled the incident with humor and made a swift recovery.  Reagan’s popularity increased, possibly helping his legislative programs.  – Jodie Foster – Bed time for Gonzo – movie – Secretary of State Brady was Shot in the Head – Brady Bill – gun registration. 

7. Supreme Court:  

- William Rehnquist: Appointed Chief Justice of the Supreme Court by Ronald Reagan due to his conservative nature. 
- Sandra Day O’Connor: 1981 became the first woman appointed to the Supreme Court. 

8. Voting Rights Act 1965 

Federal officials could register voters in places where local officials were blocking registration by African Americans. The act officially eliminated literacy test and other barriers. In the year after the law passed more than 400 thousand African Americans registered to vote in the South. 
9. Iran-Contra Affair: 

In 1986 the press discovered that U.S. officials had secretly arranged to sell weapons to Iran – a violation of a law of Congress banning the sale of U.S. weapons to that country.  There were strong suspicions that the arms sale was in exchange for the release of American hostages held in Lebanon.  The press called it the “arms for hostages deal.”  Finally, money from the illegal arms sale secretly went to the Nicaraguan “contras.”  This operation was carried out by presidential aid and Marine lieutenant Colonel Oliver North.  When questioned by a congressional committee, North testified that President Reagan knew nothing about this Iran-“Contra” Affair.   Some Americans compared the scandal to the Watergate Affair.  Others believed that North had acted in the interests of his country. 
10. Soviet Economic Decline: Evil Empire
In the 1980s  U.S. businesses proposed white the Soviet economy was in a state of near collapse.  The inability of the Soviet system to produce goods and services and, at the same time, compete with the United States in the production of weapons caused Soviet leaders to drop out of the arms race.   In 1985 the Soviet Communist party selected a new leader – the relatively young and energetic Mikhail Gorbachev.  He realized that the economy could not improve if a large percentage of the nation’s resources went to its armed forces.  He met with President Reagan three times to discuss arms control and other issues. In 1987, at their third meeting, they signed the Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces Treaty - (INF treaty). (Intermediate-range missiles can travel hundreds of miles, compared with longer-range ICBMs, which can cross oceans.)  The treaty provided that all intermediate-range missiles in Europe be removed and dismantled by 1990.  

11. Black Monday 
October 19, 1987 the Dow Jones stock market average dropped over 500 points. Between Aug. 25 and Oct. 20 the market lost over a trillion dollars in paper value.  Fearing a recession, Congress in Nov. 1987, reduced 1988 taxes by 30 billion. 
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GEORGE H. BUSH  

1. 1988 Election 

When Reagan left offices in 1989, his conservative policies were continued by his successor, George Bush, Reagan’s vice president for eight years.  Bush easily won the Republican nomination for president and had a little trouble defeating the Democratic candidate, Governor Michael Dukakis of Massachusetts.  Bush promised to fight against drugs, protect the environment, and improve education without raising taxes.  But his first two years in office focused on foreign policy. 

2. End of Reaganomics - Bush’s Policies: Tax Increases: 

Although President Bush had promised not to raise taxes, he reached an agreement with the Democratic controlled Congress to raise taxes and cut federal spending.  Congress, however, did not reduce spending, and the federal deficit continued to rise

3. Persian Gulf War: 

The four major producer of Middle Eastern oil – Saudi Arabia (the world’s largest producer), Kuwait, Iran, and Iraq – are located on the Persian Gulf.  Between 1980 and 1988, Iran and Iraq fought a costly and brutal war.  Iraq won small gains in territory.  Shortly after the Iran-Iraq War, Iraq’s military dictator, Saddam Hussein, accused Kuwait of taking an unfair share of oil revenues.  In August, 1990, he invaded an occupied that country, claiming that it was a province of Iraq.  The Iraqi invasion alarmed President Bush and other world leaders. First, it was aggression by a strong nation against a weaker one.  (Iraq in 1990 had the fourth largest military force in the world.) Second, it opened the way for an Iraqi conquest of Saudi Arabia, a neighbor of Kuwait.  Third, Iraq’s military power and aggression would allow it to dominate the Middle East.  President Bush ordered 200,000 troops to Saudi Arabia, and later increased the force by 300,000.  He announced a defensive effort called Operation Desert Shield.  U.S. troops were joined by a UN-supported force from 28 nations, including Great Britain, France, Italy, Saudi Arabia, Syria, Turkey, and Egypt.   In early 1991 Operation Desert Storm began. Thousands of planes from bases in Saudi Arabia launched air strikes against military targets in Iraq and Kuwait.  There was no effective resistance and little loss of lives among U.S. and allied forces. After more than a month of round the clock bombings, U.S. and allied forces launched a massive ground attack against Iraqi positions.  Filing out of underground bunkers, demoralized Iraqis surrendered in large numbers as allied tanks swept across the desert toward Kuwait City and into Iraq.  Saddam Hussein admitted defeat, and all remaining Iraqi forces withdrew form Kuwait. On February 27 President Bust went on television to announce, “Kuwait is liberated. Iraq’s army is defeated.  Out military objectives are met.”

3. Savings and Load Scandal 

4. Exxon Valdez

5. Americans with Disabilities Act 

6. Panama 

7. China 

8. Gorbachev 

9. Collapse USSR 

WILLIAM CLINTON
1. 1992 Election 

In 1992 the Republicans nominated President Bush for reelection. He took credit for victory in the Gulf War and the end of the cold war and blamed the Democratic Congress for blocking his economic programs.  The young governor of Arkansas, Bill Clinton, won the Democratic nomination.  He blamed Bush for the weak economy and stressed that it was “time for a change” in leadership.  The biggest voter turnout in30 years elected Clinton. After 12 years of conservatism, a moderate Democrat was again in the White House.  Clinton supported liberal social policies but said he was a fiscal conservative. 

2. Clinton’s Policies: “Reinvention of Government”: 

Clinton initially reduced federal spending and federal employment. His “reinvention of government” promised to spend federal funds only as necessary.  In 1995 he claimed to be the first president in 12 years to reduce the deficit.  Nevertheless, the national debt, an accumulation of all budget deficits, was more the $5 trillion and still a national concern.  Although huge, it is now an increasingly smaller percentage of the Gross Domestic Product (the annual market value of all U.S. goods and services). 

3. NAFTA: 

Low wages and scarce jobs led many Mexican to enter the United States illegally in search of a better life.  There was also growing concern about the number of U.S. businesses moving production facilities to Mexico to take advantage of lower wages and weaker environmental rules there.  In response, Clinton completed negotiations begun by President Bush for the North American Free Trade Agreement with Mexico and Canada.  The agreement called for the three countries to gradually end 
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tariffs on goods traded among them and thus create jobs and increase production.   It was hoped that better economic conditions in Mexico would reduce illegal immigration to the United States.  In 1995 a crisis developed when the peso (the Mexican currency) sharply declined in value. With increased fear of inflation and unemployment in Mexico, Clinton provided $20 billion to support the peso by guaranteeing the value of Mexican bonds.  The declining value of the peso made it cheaper for U.S. businesses to establish factories in Mexico and more expensive for the Mexicans to purchase U.S. goods.  Thus, some critics of NAFTA charged that Mexico was reaping benefits at the expense of U.S. workers. 

4. MIDTERM ELETION OF 1994: 

By 1994, there was growing dissatisfaction with Clinton’s administration.  Some Americans believed the president was liberal on social issues.  Others deplored the failure of a new national health plan, drawn up by the president’s wife, Hillary Rodham Clinton, and labeled by republicans as a move toward higher taxes and bigger government.  Still other s were upset that wages and job security had not kept up with recent economic growth.  As a result, Republicans won control of Congress for the first time in 40 years.  Robert Dole from Kansas became the Senate majority leader, and Newt Gingrich from Georgia became speaker of the House.   The Republicans had campaigned on a platform known as the Contract With America. The pledged to pass legislation that included cuts in taxes and welfare spending, a balanced budget amendment, and term limits for Congress.  They said the federal bureaucracy was wasteful and federal spending out of control.  They wanted a small central government, with many of its functions and powers transferred to the states.  Republicans pressed their goal of balancing the federal budget by the year 2002.  By the end of 1995, some spending bills funding the federal government remained unpassed, resulting in two government shutdowns.  Failure to pass these bills required stopgap measures (temporary laws) to fund the federal government until March 1996, when a budget agreement was reached. 

5. ELECTION OF 1996: BILL CLINTON:

In 1996 Clinton, who portrayed himself a s a centrist  “New Democrat”, defeated Robert Dole, the Republican presidential nominee.  Clinton was aided by a strong economy, high employment, low inflation, and his moderate positions onvarious issues.  At age 50, Clinton became the youngest president in U.S. history to win reelection and the first Democrat reelected since Franklin D. Roosevelt. Republicans, however, retained majorities in Congress. 

Bill Clinton: 

Clinton promised to address social and economic problems.  His most controversial initial step was to remove the ban against homosexuals in the armed forces; they could serve, but only if they were silent tbout their sexual preference (“don’t ask, don’t tell”).  Clinton also appointed some women to top posts, including appointed some women to top posts, incluing Janet Reno (attorney general) and Ruth Bader Ginsburg (Supreme Court justice).  With Democratic majorities in both houses during Clinton’s first term, some important reform measures were passed: 

· a plan for reducing the federal deficit. 

· A gun control law (the Brady Bill) that provided for a waiting period on handguns sales. 

· A family leave act granting employees 12 weeks’ leave to care for newborn infants. 

· Americorps, a program for enlisting young people in community service projects.

Clinton surprised many Democrats by signing a welfare reform bill, as he had promised.  It ended guaranteed federal assistance to poor families with children.  This entitlement program, created by the Social Security act of 1935, was replaced by block grants to the states, with few federal guidelines about how states should use the money.  The bill also introduced work requirements for welfare recipients, put time limits on benefits, and ended most benefits to legal immigrants who were not U.S. citizens.  Clinton vowed to soften some harsh provisions in the law through additional legislation. 

H. Ross Perot: 

1992 Many Americans were not happy with either Bush or Clinton. This enabled an independent candidate, billionaire Texas businessman H. Ross Perot, to make a strong challenge. Perot stressed the need to end deficit spending.  His no nonsense style appealed to many Americans. A grassroots movement put Perot on the ballot in all 50 states. 

1996 Perot also ran again as a candidate.  This time he ran as the candidate of the Reform Party, which he had created. Once again Perot made the deficit the main campaign issue. 

6. Famine/Somalia and Ethiopia: 

In 1992 the U.S. provided humanitarian aid to Somalia, suffering form famine an civil war.  United States troops also joined a multinational UN force to help bring peace to the region.  However, after there were a large number of casualties, the United States withdrew in 1994.  By 1995 all UN forces had left Somalia. 
