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    Mr. Evans 

I. John F. Kennedy and the New Frontier: 

  - No one could have resembled Eisenhower less in personality, temperament, and public image than Kennedy. 

  - Handsome son of a prominent, wealthy Irish American diplomat, husband of a fashionable, trend setting heiress,

     42 year old JFK embodied youth, excitement, and sophistication. 

  - Second Catholic candidate for president (first Al Smith 1928) Kennedy ran under the banner of New Frontier. 

- Kennedy’s liberalism inspired idealism and hope in millions of young people at home and abroad.

A. The Election of 1960: 

  -  1946 was elected to the House of Representatives by Massachusetts, and then the Senate 1952. 

  - Kennedy won the nomination by defeating Hubert Humphrey and Lyndon B. Johnson in a bruising primary. 

  - Vice President Richard M. Nixon (Republican Nominee) had served Eisenhower administration. 

  - Kennedy campaign stressed his youth and status as a war hero during WWII – rescued one of his crew after the
    PT boat had been sunk – as well as pointing out his intellectual abilities. 

  - JFK won the Pulitzer Prize in 1957 for the book Profiles in Courage (written largely by his aides) 

  - First Televised Presidential Debate – Moved television to the center of presidential politics, making image and 

    appearance more critical than ever. 

  - Nixon appeared nervous and the camera made him look unshaven, Kennedy, in contrast benefited from a
    confident manner and telegenic good looks. 

  - Both candidates emphasized foreign policy. 

  - Nixon defended the Republican record and stressed his own maturity and experience. 

  - Kennedy hammered away at the alleged “Missile gap” with the Soviet Union and promised more vigorous
    executive leadership. 

- Kennedy countered the anti-Catholic prejudice of evangelical Protestants with a promise to keep church and state
   separate

- Kennedy won by a little more than 100 thousand votes out of nearly 69 million cast.

- Kennedy surrounded himself with prestigious Ivy League academics, Hollywood movie stars, and talented artists
   and  writers, he imbued the presidency with an aura of celebrity.  

- The new administration promised to be exciting and stylish, a modern day Camelot. 

- The inaugural address had special resonance for a whole generation of young Americans. 

“Ask not what your country can do for you – ask what you can do for your country” JFK

B. New Frontier Liberalism: 

  a. Programs: 

  - New Frontier advocated such liberal programs as higher minimum wage, greater federal aid for education,
    increased  Social Security benefits, medical care for the elderly, support for public housing, and various
    antipoverty measures. 

- Congress refused to enact the administration’s attempt to extend Social Security and unemployment benefits to

   millions of uncovered workers. 

  - Congress also failed to enact administration proposals for aid to public schools, mass transit, subsidies, and 

     medical insurance for retired workers over sixty five. 

  - Congress did approve a modest increase in the minimum wage to $1.25 an hour, a less ambitious improvement

     in Social Security, and appropriated $5 billion for public housing. 

  - Congress appropriated $435 million for the Man Power Retraining Act to benefit the unemployed. 

  - Area Redevelopment Act appropriated money for rural, depressed Appalachia 

- Higher Education Act, 1963 offered to aid colleges for the constructing buildings and upgrading Libraries.

- Peace Corp – thousands of mostly young men and women traveled overseas for 2 year stint in underdeveloped
   countries. 

- There they provided technical and educational assistance in setting up health care programs and improving
   agriculture. 

- Kennedy revived the issue of Women’s rights with his Presidential Commission on the Status of Women led
   by Eleanor Roosevelt – 1963 report was the most comprehensive study of women’s lives ever produced by the
   government. 
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- The report documented the ongoing discrimination faced by American women in the workplace and in the legal 
   system, as well as the inadequacy of social services such as daycare. 

- Called for federally supported day care programs, continuing education programs for women, and an end to sex
   based Social Security and unemployment benefits.  Plus more women in policy making positions in government. 

- Kennedy also directed executive agencies to prohibit sex discrimination in hiring and promotions. 

- The work of the commission contributed to a new generation of women’s rights activism. 

- The administration pushed lower business taxes through Congress, even at the cost of higher federal deficit. 

- The Revenue Act, 1962 encouraged new investment and plant renovation by easing tax depreciation schedules
   on business  

- Lowered tariffs as a way to increase foreign trade. 

- To help keep inflation down, Kennedy intervened in the steel industry in 1961-62, pressuring labor to keep it
   wage demands low and management to curb price increases. 

 b. Space Program:   

  - The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA): had been established under Eisenhower in
     response to the Soviet success with Sputnik. 

  - 1961 driven by cold war motivation of beating the Soviets to the moon and avoiding “another sputnik”

  - Kennedy announced the goal of landing an American on the moon by the end of the decade. 

  - NASA spent $33 billion before reaching it goal in 1969. 

  c. Executive Branch: 

  - Most long lasting achievement as president may have been his strengthening of the executive branch. 

  - He insisted on direct presidential control of details that Eisenhower had left to advisers and appointees. 

  - White house staff assumed many of the decision making and advisory functions previously held by cabinet
     members. 

- Kennedy’s aides, the “best and the brightest” as he called them, dominated policymaking. 

C. Kennedy and the Cold War: 

  - During Kennedy’s third year in office his approach to foreign policy shifted from aggressive containment to 

    efforts at easing U.S. – Soviet tensions. 

  - 1961 State of the Union Address Kennedy told Congress that America must seize the initiative in the cold war. 

    The Nation must “move outside the home fortress, and …challenge the enemy in fields of our own
     choosing.”

  - To head the State Department Kennedy chose Dean Rusk, a conservative former assistant to Truman’s Secretary
    of State, Dean Acheson. 

  - Kennedy chose as Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara, a Republican and Ford Motor Company executive.

  - McNamara was determined to streamline military procedures and weapon buying. 

  - Allen Dulles, Eisenhower’s CIA director, remained at his post. 

  - These and other officials believed with Kennedy that Eisenhower had timidly accepted stalemate when the cold
     war could have been won. 

  - 1960-62 defense appropriations increased by nearly a third, from $43 billion to $56 billion. 

  - JFK expanded Eisenhower’s policy of covert operations, deploying the army’s elite Special Forces a supplement
     to CIA covert operations in counterinsurgency battles against third world guerrillas. 

  - These soldier acting under the direct order of the president, could provide “rapid response” to “brush fire”
     conflicts where Soviet influences threatened American interests. 

  - The Special Forces, authorized by Kennedy to wear the green beret which gave them their unofficial name. 

  a. Laos: 

  - In Laos, where the U.S. had ignored the 1954 Geneva Agreement and installed a friendly military regime, the
    CIA backed government could not defeat Soviet backed Pathet Lao guerillas. 

  - Kennedy had to arrange with the Soviets to neutralize Laos. 
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b. Vietnam: 

  - When Communist Vietcong guerrillas launched a civil war in South Vietnam against the U.S. supported
    government in Saigon, Kennedy began sending hundreds of Green Berets and other military advisors to support
    the rule of Ngo Dinh Diem. 

  - May 1961, in response to North Vietnams aid to the Vietcong, Kennedy ordered a covert action against Ho Chi
    Minh’s government that included sabotage and intelligence gathering.

  - Kennedy’s approach to Vietnam reflected an analysis of the situation in that country by two aides, General 
    Maxwell Taylor and Walt Rostow, who saw it through purely cold war eyes. 

  - “The Communist are pursuing a clear and systematic strategy in Southeast Asia”, ignoring the efficiency,

      corruption, and  unpopularity of the Diem government. 

- 1963 Diem army was unable to control the Vietcong rebellion, Kennedy had sent nearly 16 thousand support 
    troops

  - The South Vietnam society had joined the revolt against the hated Diem, including highly respected Buddhist
     monks and their students. 

  - Americans watched in horror as television news reports showed footage of Buddhists burning themselves to
    death on the streets of Saigon – The ultimate protest against Diem’s repressive rule. 

  - The American press and television also reported the growing casualty lists of U.S. forces in Vietnam. 

  - 1963 The U.S. stood aside as a group of Vietnamese generals removed President Diem for corruption, killing
     him and  his top aids – the first of many coups. 

  c. Latin America: 

  - Kennedy looked for ways to forestall various revolutionary movements that were gain ground.  

  - Millions of impoverished peasants were forced to relocate to already overcrowded cities. 

  - 1961 Kennedy introduced the Alliance for Progress – a ten year, $100 billion plan to spur economic
     development 

  - The U.S. put up $20 Billion to the project, with Latin America responsible for the rest. 

  - The Main goal included greater industrial growth and agricultural productivity, more equitable distribution of
     income, and improved health and housing. 

  - Kennedy intended the Alliance for Progress to be kind of a Marshall plan to benefit the poor and middle class. 

  - The expansion in export crops and in consumption by the tiny upper class did little to aid the poor or encourage
     democracy. 

  - The U.S. hesitated to challenge the power of dictators and extreme conservatives who were staunch 

     anti-Communist allies. 

  - The Alliance soon degenerated into just another foreign aid program, incapable of generating genuine social 
     change. 

D. The Cuban Revolution and the Bay of Pigs: 

  - The impetus for the Alliance for Progress was the Cuban Revolution of 1959. 

  - 1950’s American owned businesses controlled all of Cuba’s oil production, 90 percent of its mines, and roughly
     half of  its railroad’s and sugar and cattle industries. 

  - Havana (capital) was an attractive tourist center for Americans and U.S. crime syndicates shared control of the
     island’s lucrative gambling, prostitution, and drug trade with dictator Fulgencio Bastista. 

  - 1950’s the peasant based revolutionary movement, led by Fidel Castro, began gaining strength in the rural
    districts of  mountains outside Havana. 

  - 1959 New Year’s Day – after ten years of guerrilla war, the rebels entered Havana and seized power amid great
    public rejoicing – Castro was a Hero to many Northern Americans as well. 

  - 1958 New York Times conducted sympathetic interviews with Castro, while he was still fighting in the Cuban
     Mountains. 

  - CIA and Kennedy did not like Castro’s land reform program, which threatened to set an example for most Latin
    America. 

  - Castro turned to the Soviet Union only after the U.S. withdrew economic aid. 

  - Castro began selling sugar to the Soviet Union and soon nationalized American owned oil companies and other
    enterprises. 
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  - 1960 Eisenhower established an economic boycott – and then severed diplomatic relations. 

  - Kennedy inherited Eisenhower’s plans for a U.S. invasion of Cuba, including secret arming and training of
    Cuban exiles. 

  - The CIA drafted the invasion plan, which was based on the assumption that a U.S. led invasion would trigger a
     Popular uprising of the Cuban people and bring down Castro. 

  - Kennedy went along with the plan, but at the last moment decided not to supply an Air Force cover for the
     operation. 

  - April 17, 1961, a ragtag army of 1,400 counterrevolutionaries led by CIA operatives landed at the Bay of Pigs,
    on Cuba’s  south coast.   - Castro’s efficient and loyal army easily subdued them. 

  - The CIA was blinded by cold war assumptions had failed to understand the Cuban Revolution – There was no
     popular  uprising against Castro, instead the invasion strengthened Castro’s standing among the urban poor and
     peasants, already attracted by his programs of universal literacy, and medical care. 

  - Cuban intellectuals and professionals fled to the U.S. 

  - Kennedy remained committed to getting rid of Castro and keeping up the economic boycott.  

  - The CIA continued to support Anti-Castro operations and launched at least eight attempts to assassinate him. 

E. The Cuban Missile Crisis: 

  - October 1962, frighten by U.S. belligerence, Castro asked Soviet premier Khrushchev for military help. 

  - Summer of 1962 Khrushchev responded by shipping a large amount of sophisticated weaponry, including
     intermediate range nuclear missiles. 

  - October U.S. reconnaissance planes found camouflaged missile silos dotting the island. 

  - Several of Kennedy’s aides demanded an immediate bombing of Cuban bases arguing the missiles had decisively
    eroded the strategic global advantage the U.S. had previously enjoyed. 

  - Kennedy’s aggressive attempts to exploit Cuba in the election of 1960 came back to haunt him, as his critics
    would accuse him of weakness in failing to stand up to the Soviets. 

  - Oct 22, Kennedy went on television and announced the discovery of the missile sites, demanded the removal of
    all missiles, and ordered a strict naval blockade of all offensive military equipment shipped to Cuba. 

  - Kennedy further requested an emergency meeting of the United Nations Security Council and promised that any
    missiles launched from Cuba would bring “a full retaliatory response upon the Soviet Union”. 

  - For a tense week, the American public wondered if nuclear Armageddon was imminent.  

  - The two superpowers waited for each other to blink.  

  - October 26 and 27 Khrushchev yielded, ordering twenty-five Soviet ships off their course to Cuba. 

  - Khrushchev offered to remove all missiles in return for a pledge from the U.S. not to invade Cuba. 

  - Khrushchev later demanded for removal of American weapons form Turkey – Cuban equivalent. 

  - Kennedy secretly agreed and began dismantling the obsolete Jupiter missiles in Turkey. 

  - After weeks of negotiations Kennedy announced the withdrawal of Soviet missiles and bombers from Cuba. 

  - Kennedy further pledged to respect Cuban sovereignty, and promised that U.S. forces would not invade. 

  - Determined not to be intimidated ever again the Soviet Union began the largest weapon build up in history. 

  - June 1963, at American University Kennedy called for a rethinking of cold war diplomacy. 

  - Both sides he said “had been caught up in a vicious and dangerous cycle in which suspicion on one side
    breeds suspicion on the other, and new weapons beget counter weapons.”

  - Washington and Moscow set up a “hot line” – a direct phone connection to permit instant communication during 

     times of crisis. 

  - August 1963, Limited Nuclear Test Ban Treaty signed by the U.S.,  Soviet Union, and Great Britain – the
    treaty prohibited above ground, outer space, and underwater nuclear weapons tests.  

  - Effect it eased international anxiety over radioactive fallout. 

  - Underground testing continued to accelerate for year – the limited test ban was perhaps more symbolic than
     substantive. 
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F. The Assassination of President Kennedy: 

  - November 22, 1963, John F. Kennedy was assassinated in Dallas. 

  - In life and politics Kennedy had placed television in the forefront of American life – know in death, television
    riveted a badly shocked nation. 

  - One day after the assassination, the president’s accused killer, an obscure political misfit named Lee Harvey
    Oswald was him self gunned down before television cameras covering his arraignment transfer in the Dallas,
    Police Station. 

  - November 25, the nation watched the televised spectacle of Kennedy’s funeral, and tried to make sense of the
     brutal murder

  - A special commission was appointed headed by Justice Earl Warren found the killing to be the work of Oswald
    acting alone, many Americans doubted this conclusion – giving rise to a series of conspiracy theories. 

  - At the time of Kennedy’s death U.S. Soviet relations were more amicable than at any time since the end of
    WWII. 

  - The New Frontier agenda would be carried out by Kennedy’s successor, Lyndon B. Johnson. 

  - Johnson dreamed of creating the Great Society. 

II. Lyndon B. Johnson: 

- Seasoned politician from Texas who did his best negotiating in the back rooms of power. 

- Johnson was a rough edged character who had risen up without too many scruples but had never forgotten the hill

  country origins or lost his sympathy for the down trodden. 

- Johnson was no match for Kennedy’s style, but he capitalized on Kennedy’s assignation apply his astonishing

  energy and negotiating skills to bring to fruition many of Kennedy’s stalled programs and more than a few of his
  own – The Great Society. 

A. Civil Rights: 

a. Civil Right Act of 1964: 

- JBJ upon assuming office promptly pushed civil rights legislation as an memorial to his slain predecessor. 

- LBJ wanted the Democrats to gain from the national groundswell for civil rights, although he was too shrewd an

  operative not to know the price the party would pay in the South. 

- Civil Rights Act of 1964: Overcoming a Southern filibuster, Congress approved in June 1964 the most far

   reaching civil right legislation since reconstruction. 

-  Title VII – outlawed discrimination in employment on the basis of race, religion, national origin, or sex. 

- Another section guaranteed equal access to public accommodations and schools.  

- New enforcement powers to the U.S. attorney general and established the (EEOC) Equal Employment 

  Opportunity Commission to employment the prohibition against job discrimination. 

- To Blacks it was another law without any teeth. 

b. Freedom Summer: 

- 1964 Black mobilized a major civil rights campaign in Mississippi – drawing volunteers from all over the country. 

- Freedom Summer workers established freedom schools, which taught black children traditional subject as well as 

    their own history.

- Conducted a major voter registration drive. 

- Organized the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Part – a political alternative to the white Democratic organization

   in Mississippi. 

- 15 civil rights workers were killed – 1200 blacks were registered to vote that summer. 

- March 1965 Martin Luther King, Jr. and other black leaders called for a massive march from Selma, Alabama to

  the state capital Montgomery – to protest the murder of a voting rights activist. 

-  As soon as the marchers left Selma state troopers attacked them with clubs and teargas. 

- The scene was shown on national television calling it a “National tragedy”   - LBJ redoubled his efforts to

   persuade Congress to pass a pending voting rights legislation. 
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c. The Voting Rights Act: 

- Passed on August 6, 1965 – outlawed the literacy test and other measures most southern states used to prevent

   blacks form registering to vote and authorized the attorney general to send federal examiners to register voters in
   any county where less than 50 percent of voting age was registered. 

- Combined with the 24th Amendment (1964), which outlawed the poll tax in federal elections, the voting rights act 

   enabled millions of blacks to register and vote for the first time since reconstruction. 

- 1960 20 percent registered Blacks in the South – 1964 rise to 39 percent – 1971 62 percent registered Blacks

B. Liberal Agenda: 

a. Election of 1964: 

- LBJ faced the Republican Barry Goldwater of Arizona – an arch-conservative, ran on a platform of Anti- 

  Communist, anti-government – offering “a choice not an echo” – there would be no Republican “Dime Store
   New Deal” this time. 

- LBJ and his running mate Hubert H. Humphrey of Minnesota won in a landslide.  

- Goldwater’s candidacy marked the beginning of a grassroots conservative revolt that would eventually
   transform the Republican Party and American politics. 

- Like most New Deal liberals, Johnson held an expansive view of the role of government – and know he had a
   mandate and a filibuster proof majority. 

b. Programs 

- April 1965 the Elementary and Secondary Education Act authorized $1 billion in federal funds, sidestepping
   the religious issue by dispensing aid to public and parochial schools alike on the basis of the number of needy  

   children in attendance. 

- October 1965 Higher Education Act – providing federal scholarships for college students. 

- National Health Insurance – Realizing the game was up, the American Medical Association fell back to a demand
   that service be provided through the existing private system of doctors and hospitals.  

- Medicare – a health plan for the elderly funded by a surcharge on Social Security payroll taxes. 

- Medicaid, a health plan for the poor paid for by general tax revenues and administered by the states. 

- Federal urban renewal and home mortgage assistance Act helped those who could afford to live in single
  family homes or modern apartments 

- LBJ pressed for the expansion of the National Park system, improvement of the Nation’s air and water, protection
   for endangered species and the wilderness, and stronger use land planning. 

- At the insistence of LBJ’s wife “Lady Bird” Johnson the Highway Beautification Act of 1965 
- Secretary of the Interior Stewart Udall emphasized quality of life, battling the problem “of vanishing beauty, or 

   increasing ugliness, of shrinking open space, and of an overall environment that is diminished daily by
   pollution and noise and blight.” 

- The National Endowment for the Arts and the Humanities was established in 1965 to support the work of
   artists, writers, and scholars. 

- In the prevailing reform climate, it even became possible to tackle the nations’ discriminatory immigration policy – the 1924 National Origins Act  - which favored northern Europeans. 

- The Immigration Act of 1965 abandoned the quota system, replacing it with more equitable numerical limits on

   immigration from all countries. 

- The law provided that close relatives of individuals already legally resident in the U.S. could be admitted outside
   the numerical limits, an exception that especially benefited Asian and Latin American immigrants. 
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Great Society Record: 

Civil Rights 

1964 Twenty fourth Amendment 
Outlawed poll tax in federal elections

Civil Rights Act
Banned discrimination in employment and public accommodations on the basis of race, religion, sex, or national origin

1965 Voting Rights Act 

Outlawed literacy tests for voting; provided federal supervision of  registration 

in historically low registration areas  

Social Welfare 

1964 Economic Opportunity Act 
Created Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO) to administer War on Poverty programs such as Head Start, Job Corps, and Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA) 

1965 Medical Care Act

Provided medical care for the poor (Medicaid) and the elderly (Medicare) 

1966 Minimum Wage Act 

Raised hourly minimum wage from $1.25 to $1.40 and expanded coverage to 






new groups


Education 

1965 Elementary and Secondary 
Granted federal aid for education of poor children 

          Education Act 

         National Endowment for the 
Provided federal funding and support for artists and scholars 

         Arts and Humanities 

         Higher Education Act 

Provided federal scholarships for postsecondary education 

Housing and Urban Development 


1964 Urban Mass Transportation Act Provided federal aid to urban mass transit

          Omnibus Housing Act 

Provided federal funds for public housing and rent subsidies for low 

income families 

1965 Housing and Urban

Created Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 

          Development Act 

1966 Metropolitan Area Redevelopment 
Designated 150 “model cities” for combined programs of public
          And Demonstration cities Act

housing. social services and Job training. 

Environment

1964 Wilderness Preservation Act 
Designated 9.1 million acres of federal lands as “wilderness areas,” barring 






future roads, buildings, or commercial use      

1965 Air and Water Quality Act 
Set tougher air quality standards required states to enforce water quality 






standards for interstate waters

Miscellaneous 

1964 Tax Reduction Act

Reduced personal and corporate income tax rates

1965 Immigration Act 
Abandoned national quotas of 1924 law, allowing more non-European immigration 

Appalachian Regional and 
Provided federal funding for roads, health clinics, other public works projects

Development Act 
in economically depressed regions
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c. The War on Poverty 

- Johnson set out and was determined to “end poverty in our time”. 

- Johnson called it a national disgrace that a fifth of all Americans – hidden from sight in Appalachia, in urban
  ghettos, in migrant labor camps, on Indian reservations – lived in poverty. 

- Many of these were not served by the New Deal welfare programs. 

- The Great Society broadened Social Security to include waiters, and waitresses, domestic servants, farm workers,
   and hospital employees, and hospital employees. 

- Social welfare expenditures increased rapidly, especially for Aid to Families with dependent Children (AFDC), as
   did public housing and rent subsidy programs. 

- Food Stamps, began in 1964 mainly to stabilize farm prices, grew into a major source of assistance to low income 

   families. 

- The Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO), established by the Economic Opportunity Act of 1964 was the
   show case of the Great Society’s war on Poverty. 

- Built around the principles of equal opportunity and community action. 

- OEC advanced programs so numerous and diverse that they recalled the Alphabet programs of the New Deal. 

- Head Start provided free nursery schools to prepare disadvantaged preschooler for Kindergarten. 

- Job Corps and Upward Bound provided young people with training and jobs. 

- Service to America (VISTA), modeled on the Peace Corps, provided technical assistance to the urban and rural
   poor. 

- Community Action Program encouraged its clients to demand “maximum feasible participation”, in decisions
   that affect them  - Provided the poor access to the Legal System. 
d. Great Society Limits: 

- By 1965 LBJ administration had compiled the most impressive legislative record since the New Deal. 

- Putting poverty, justice, and access at the center of national political life.  

- The Great Society never measured up to the extravagant promises made for it. 

- Proportion of Americans living below the poverty line from 20 percent to 13 percent between 1963 to 1968. 

- The African American poverty rate by half as millions of blacks moved into the middle class.  

- Critics credited the nation’s economy more than government programs. 

- Distribution of wealth remained highly skewed as the bottom 20 percent remained as far behind as ever. 

- The coalitions of the Great Society proved impossible to hold together the extraordinarily diverse political
   coalition first gorged by FDR in the 1930’s.  


- middle class and poor; white and nonwhite; Protestant, Jewish, and Catholic, urban and rural. 

- The demands of certain groups  (blacks and civil rights – urban poor’s demand for increased political power)
   conflicted with the interest of others in the Democratic Party. 

- In the end Johnson’s coalition could not withstand the growing challenge by conservatives who resisted expanded
   civil rights and social welfare benefits. 

- Democrats were disillusioned by the shortcomings of their reforms – the 1960’s loft rhetoric of the New Frontier
   and the Great Society had raised people’s expectations  which gave way to federal largesse and lack of funds
   especially after 1965 when the Vietnam war siphoned funding away from domestic programs.  

- 1966 the government spent 22 billion on Vietnam and only 1.2 billion on the War on Poverty. 

- Martin Luther King stated the Great Society was “Shot down on the battlefields of Vietnam”. 

III. Vietnam: 

A. America’s Longest War: 

- War had its roots in the Truman Doctrine and its goal of containing communism. 

- The French were massacred and defeated at Dienbienphu 1954 by the communist forces of Ho Chi Minh. 

- Vietnam became a major zone of cold war contention – JFK called it: 

  “the corner stone of the Free World in Southeast Asia, the keystone in the arch, the finger in the dike”. 

- Seen as a barrier to the spread of communism throughout the region and perhaps the world. 

- LBJ sounded the same not stating that American security was at stake, and America had little choice but to fight
   for   “The principle for which our ancestors fought in the valleys of Pennsylvania. “
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- Vietnam was not Valley Forge and the U.S. ultimately paid a huge price for its determination to turn back
   communism in Indochina – 50 thousand Americans died in an unwinnable war that deepened divisions at home. 

a. Deeper into the Quagmire 1963 to 1968

- Just as Kennedy inherited Vietnam from Eisenhower, so Lyndon Johnson inherited Vietnam from Kennedy. 

- The inheritance was now more burdensome – it became clear that only massive American intervention could
   prevent the collapse of South Vietnam. 

- Upon taking office Johnson stated “I am not going to lose Vietnam”, “I am not going to be the President who saw

   Southeast Asia go the way China went.”

- Johnson did not feel the American public had the stomach for what he was contemplating – 1964 a sustained
   bombing campaign against North Vietnam. 

- Johnson further did not want to endanger his domestic agenda – he felt he “had no choice but to keep my foreign

   policy in the wings” because “the day it exploded into a major debate on the war, that day would be the beginning
   of  the end of the Great Society.” 

- LBJ ran in 1964 on the pretext and pledge that there be no escalation – no American boys fighting Vietnam’s fight
   – although he intended to do just that. 

b. The Gulf of Tonkin Resolution: 

- LBJ wanted congressional approval, even a declaration of war, but he needed a good excuse which he found even

   before the 1964 election campaign was over. 

- While conducting reconnaissance mission off North Vietnamese coast the USS Destroyer the Maddox while in

   international waters reported being fired on by North Vietnamese torpedo patrol boats. 

- The first attack on August 2 the damage inflicted was limited to one single bullet hole. 

- The second attack on August 4, proved to be a misread radar sighting. 

- Johnson appealed to congress to pass a resolution giving him the authority “to take all necessary measures to repel
   any armed attack against the forces of the United States and to prevent further aggression.” 

- This Tonkin Gulf resolution was drafted six week before the incident in which it was named  passed the Senate
   on August 7 with only two dissenting votes and move unanimously through the House. 

 - Undersecretary of War Nicholas Katzenbach’s opinion it served as the “functional equivalent” of a declaration 
   of war. 

“We are not about to send American boys nine or ten thousand miles away from home to do what Asian boys ought to be doing for themselves.”     LBJ

- LBJ wins the election of 1964 with his restraint while Republican Barry Goldwater of Arizona proposed the
   deployment of Nuclear Weapons in Vietnam. 

- The Gulf of Tonkin resolution gave LBJ a mandate to conduct operations in Vietnam as he saw fit. 

c. Americanizing the War: 

- The escalation of the war in the early months of 1965, took two forms 


- deployment of American ground troops


- intensification of bombing against North Vietnam

- February 1965 LBJ found rationale to justify massive bombing of the North – Vietcong had fired at the barracks
   of the U.S. Marine base at Pleiku in the central high lands of Vietnam – killing 9, wounding more than a 100. 

- Waving the list of casualties, the president rushed into an emergency meeting of the National Security Council to 

   announce that the time had passed for Keeping “our guns over the mantel and our shells in the cupboard.”

- February 13, 1965 LBJ ordered Operation Rolling Thunder, a campaign to gradually increase airstrikes against
   North Vietnam. 

- LBJ had hoped that that the air strikes would demonstrate U.S. resolve “both to Hanoi and to the world” and make
   the deployment of ground forces unnecessary.  

- Intelligence reported that bombing had little impact and on March 8, 1965 the first Marines waded ashore at
   Da Nang for offensive operation and to protect the large American air base there. 

- A special target was the Ho Chi Minh Trail, an elaborate network of trails bridges, and shelters that stretched
  from North Vietnam through Cambodia and Laos into South Vietnam. 

- By 1968 millions of tons of bombs had fallen on North Vietnam – 800 tons a day for three and half years – twice
   that tonnage was dropped on the forest of South Vietnam trying to drive out Vietcong fighters. 
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- The U.S. dropped in Vietnam (3 million tons of bombs) three times the tonnage of bombs as was dropped in by all
   Allies in World War II. 

- LBJ had trouble speaking frankly with the American public announcing that only two battalions of Marines would
   be going to Vietnam. 

- Within six weeks 50,000 U.S. troops were in Vietnam  - 1966 = 380,000; 1967 485,000; 1968 536,000

- The growing (escalating) demands of General West Moreland the commander of U.S. forces, confirmed a fear
   that  Kennedy had expressed before his death that requesting troops was like taking a drink “the effect wears off
   and you  have to take another.”

- The bombing had little effect on the Vietcong’s ability to wage war. 

- The flow of troops and supplies continued unabated as the North Vietnamese quickly rebuilt roads and bridges,
   moved  munitions plants underground, and constructed a network of tunnels and shelters.  

- Instead of destroying North Vietnamese moral, Operation Rolling Thunder intensified their nationalism and
   hardened their will to fight. 

- The massive commitment of troops and air power devastated Vietnam’s country side. 

- After one harsh but not unusual engagement, a commanding officer reported, using the logic of the time, “It
   became necessary to destroy the town in order to save it.” 

- U.S. forces wrecked havoc on South Vietnam tearing apart it society and bringing ecological devastation to its
   land.  Herbicides such as Agent Orange was use to defoliate forest – conducting the most destructive chemical
   warfare in history. 

- In later years Agent Orange was found to have highly toxic effects on humans, including the G.I.’s serving in 
  Vietnam. 

- U.S. ground troops conducted search and destroy missions throughout the countryside – They attacked villagers
   and their homes seeking to ferret out Vietcong sympathizers.  

- U.S. troops at any one time turned as many as 4 million people approximately one quarter of the population of
   South Vietnam into refugees. 

- In Saigon and other South Vietnamese cities, the influx of American soldiers and dollars distorted local
   economies, fostered corruption, and prostitution, and triggered uncontrollable inflation and black market activity. 

-  Some critics argued that military action could accomplish little without reform in Saigon. 

- Other critics claimed that the U.S. never fully committed itself to a “Total Victory”  - that military strategy was
   tied to political considerations  - for domestic reasons policy makers often searched for an elusive “middle
   ground” between all-out invasion of North Vietnam (and possibly war with China) and the politically
   unacceptable alternative of disengagement. 

- Hoping to win a war of attrition - Johnson administration gambled that American superiority in personnel and

   weaponry would ultimately triumph. 

d. The Credibility Gap: 

- Several advisors of LBJ urged the him to inform the American people about his decisions in Vietnam, even to

  declare a state of national emergency. 

- LBJ feared he would lose momentum on domestic reform, including his antipoverty programs, if he drew
   attention to foreign policy – seeking to avoid “undue excitement in the Congress and in domestic public opinion,” 
   LBJ held to the course of intention deceit. 

- Johnson gambled that he could retain the support of the American people – reasoning that a broad, steady
   consensus had formed in earlier years favorable to Washington’s conduct of the Cold War. 

-  Both Democrats and Republicans approved Johnson’s escalation in Vietnam, and so did public opinion polls 
    in 1965
- After the Gulf of Tonkin’s resolution Johnson’s popularity skyrocketed in one day from 42 to 72 percent. 

- Every night network television news reported the soaring American body count from 1965 – 26 to 1976 – 87 per
   week. 

- July of 1967 Gallup Poll showed that for the first time a majority of Americans disapproved of Johnson’s Vietnam
   policy and believed the war had reached a stalemate. 

- Americans saw the body counts and the carnage of war and dead and wounded Americans. 

APUSH 




Unit 16 LBJ – The Great Society 


         Page 11
- August 1965 Morley Safer of CBS News changed the tenor of reporting by showing U.S. Marines setting fire to

   thatched homes of Civilians. 

- Journalist began to badger Johnson at press conferences and reported that Johnson suffered from a 
   Credibility Gap. 

- Accusation that the Administration was concealing discouraging information about the war’s progress.  

 - By 1967 “every subject tended to become Vietnam” – reporters told of new varieties of cluster bombs, which
   released up to 180 thousand fiberglass shards, to the nightmare effects of defoliants used on forest in South
   Vietnam to uncover enemy strong holds. 

- By 1967 newspaper reported the U.S. death rate in Vietnam had climbed to 800 a month. 

- 1967 J. William Fulbright of Arkansas (chairman of the Senate foreign Relations Committee) who had
   personally speeded through the passage of the Tonkin Gulf resolution had decided that the war in Vietnam was
   unwinnable and destructive to domestic reforms. 

- In Arrogance of Power (national best seller 1967) Fulbright proposed a negotiated withdrawal from Vietnam. 

- Fulbright persuaded prominent Democrats in Congress to put aside their personal loyalties to Johnson and oppose
   his conduct of the war. 

 - 1967 Congress passed the nonbinding resolution appealing to th4e United Nations to help negotiate an end to

    hostilities 

- Vietnam War cost taxpayers $27 billion in 1967, and the deficit jumped from $9.8 billion to $23 billion. 

- The cost of the war nudged the inflation rate upward – 1967 Johnson asked for a10 percent surcharge on income
   taxes, an increased that Congress did not approve till 1968 – by then the inflationary spiral that would plague the
   U.S. economy throughout the 1970s was well under way. 

B. A Generation in Conflict: 
- As the Vietnam war escalated Americans from all walks of life demanded an end to U.S. involvement. 

- 1965 to 1971 the years of peak activity the war had a distinctly generational character – the baby boomers were 

   coming of age. 

- 1960 generation half of all young adults between 18 to 21 were enrolled in college – making this generation the
   most educated in history.  1965 – 5 million by 1973 – 10 million. 

- College students began to organize emulating the black college students in Greensboro sparking national sitting

   challenging segregation in the South. 

- Galvanized by the struggle for racial justice, white student – many of whom had been raised in a privileged

   environment and inculcated with faith in American goodness – began to question U.S. foreign and domestic
   policy and  middle class conformity. 

 - Through music, dress, and even hairstyles, they expressed a deep estrangement from the values and aspiration 
    of their parents’ generation.  
- 1967 opposition to the war swelled, “Flower Children” put daisies in the rifle barrels of troops stationed to quash

  campus protests. 

- Old organizations like SANE (the National Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy) which in the 1950s had 
   protested atmospheric nuclear testing were joined by new organizations in the antiwar movement. 

- June of 1962 forty students from Big Ten and Ivy League universities met in Port Huron, Michigan to found
   Students for a Democratic Society - SDS. 

- Tom Hayden wrote a manifesto, The Port Huron Statement – which expressed their disillusionment with the
   consumer culture and the gulf between rich and poor; rejected cold war foreign policy including but not limited to
   the Vietnam War. 

- Founders referred to the  movement of the SDS as the “New Left” to distinguish themselves from the “Old Left” – 

   communist and socialists of the 1930s and 1940s. 

- Campus organizations like SDS encouraged college students to take a militant stand against the war, calling for an 

   immediate and unconditional withdrawal of U.S. troops. 

- Student groups, clergy, civil rights activist, even Dr. Spock  joined the antiwar coalitions – soon they could mass
   20 to 30 thousand people at time in demonstrations. 
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- These groups charged variously that intervention was morally wrong and antithetical to American ideals; that an

   independent anti-communist South Vietnam was unattainable; and that no American objective justified the
   suffering  inflicted on the Vietnamese people. 

b. The Free Speech Movement: 

- The first student demonstrations erupted in the fall of 1964 at the University of California at Berkeley. 

- Civil Rights activist had returned to the 27,000 student campus from the Freedom Summer in Mississippi. 

- The students soon began to picket stores in the Bay area that practice discrimination in hiring practices and recruit

   others on campus to join them. 

- Berkley administration responded by banning political activity in Sproul Plaza, where student groups traditionally 

  distributed leaflets and recruited members. 

- Eighteen groups protested, including the archconservative Students for Goldwater and formed the Free Speech

   Movement (FSM) and hold a rally. 

- The administration responded by sending in the police to break up the rally and make arrests. 

- University president Clark Kerr met with the students and agreed not to press charges, and seemed to set to grant
   them a small place on campus for political activity. 

- Under pressure from conservative regents the president, reversed himself and announced in November that the

   university planned to press new charges against the FSM leaders. 

- December 2, a crowd of 7 thousand gathered to protest this decision – joining with folk singer Joan Baez in
   singing “We Shall Overcome”, a small group of 1,000 people marched toward the university administrative
   building, where they planned to stage a sit in until Kerr rescinded his order. 

- The police arrested 800 protesters in the largest mass arrest in California history. 

- Mario Savio, a Freedom Summer volunteer and philosophy student, explained that the free speech movement
  wanted  more than just the right to conduct political activity on campus.  

- The university had become a faceless bureaucratic machine rather than a community of learning – regulating the 

   activities of students while preparing them for colorless lives as corporation clerks, the university made them “:so
   sick at heart” that they had decided to put their “bodies upon the gears to make it stop.” 

- Across the country college students began to demand a say in the structuring of their education – after a string of

   university protests, most large universities, relinquished in loco parentis (in the place of parents) policies and
   allowed students to live off campus and to set their own hours. 

c. The Counter Culture: 

- While the New Left plotted against the political and economic “system” a growing number of young Americans

   embarked on a general revolution against authority and middle class respectability.   The Rise of the Hippie. 

- Like Rock n Roll’s importance to the 1950s music helped define the counter culture – Folk Singer Peter Singer
   with antiwar ballad “Where have all the flowers Gone? “ 

- 1963 the year of the Birmingham demonstrations and President Kennedy’s assassination Bob Dylan’s “Blown in 
   the Wind” reflected the impatience of people whose faith in America was wearing thin. 

- 1964 The Beatles and “Beatlemania” youth eager to embrace the Beatles deepened the generational divide –
   while paving the way for the deeper and angrier rebellious British groups like the Rolling Stones. 

- The recreational use of Drugs intermingled with the music – especially marijuana and the hallucinogenic
   popularly known as LSD or “acid” – The Grateful Dead and Jefferson Airplane and guitarist like Jimi Hendrix developed musical 

   style known as “acid rock”, characterized by long guitar solos with psychedelic lighting effects.  

- 1967, the “Summer of Love” “the world’s first Human Be-In”, the population of the Haight Ashbury District
   swelled by 75 thousand – long haired men and women dressed in bellbottoms and tie die T-shirts congregated to
   listen to music, take drugs, and “Be”.   – Dylan – “Everybody Must Get Stoned”

- “If you’re going to San Francisco,” “be sure to wear some flowers in your hair….you’re going to meet some
   gentle people there.”

- Beat poet Allen Ginsberg “purified” the site with a Buddhist ritual, and the LSD advocate Timothy Leary, a
   former Harvard psychology teacher, urged the gathering to “turn on to the scene, tune in to what is happening,
   and drop out.”
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- The “Flower Children” scene quickly turned bad as their faith in instant love and peace quickly turned sour as
   they suffered from bad drug trips, sexually transmitted diseases, loneliness, and violence. 

- In the fall they returned to their own hometown taking with them a new lifestyle – Time magazine announced the

   appearance of the new “Hippie enclaves” in every major U.S. city. 

“Your sons and your daughters

are beyond your command

 Your old road is rapidly agin’. 

Please get out of the new one 

If you can’t lend your hand

For the times they are a changin’.     

Bob Dylan 

- By the end of the 1960’s ¾ of all college seniors had broken with the past and experienced sexual intercourse and
   far  more talked about it. 

- With birth control widely available including the newly developed “pill” many young women were no longer
   deterred from sex by fear of pregnancy. 

- “We’ve discarded the idea that the loss of virginity is related to degeneracy” that “premarital sex doesn’t mean the 

   downfall of society, at least not the kind of society that we’re going to build.” 

- August of 1969 450 thousand gathered near Woodstock, New York in the fields of Max Yasgur’s  farm.   

- The three day rock concert came to symbolize the ideals of the counter culture. 

- Richie Havens opened with “Freedom”  performers included Joan Baez, Janis Joplin, Santana, and the Grateful
   Dead among others. 

- Thousands took drugs while security officials and local police stood by – some stripped off their clothes to dance
   or swim, and a few even made love In the grass. 

- The Woodstock nation did not accurately represent the sentiments of most young Americans. 

C. From Campus Protests to Mass Mobilization: 
- 1965 three days after the announcement by LBJ of Operation Rolling Thunder peace activist called for a day
   long boycott of classes so that students and faculty might meet and discuss the war. 

- University administers bowed to politicians to the pressure of state legislators and refused to cancel classes. 
- During the following weeks “Teach Ins” spread across the United States and to Europe and Japan. 

- Students also began to protest against war related research on their campuses. 

- The expansion of higher education in the 1960s had depended largely on federally funded programs, including

   military research on counterinsurgency and new chemical weapons. 

- Students demanded an end to these programs – receiving no response from campus administrators, they turned to

   civil disobedience. 

 - October 1967 Dow Chemical Company manufacture of Napalm a form of Jellied gasoline often used against

    civilian in Vietnam, sent job recruiters to the University of Wisconsin at Madison despite warnings that a group 

    of students would try to prevent them from conducting interviews. 

- A few hundred demonstrators held a sit in at the building the interviews were to take place, while two thousand

   onlooker watched. 
- City police broke glass doors, dragged student through the debris, and clubbed those who refused to move. 
- The campus erupted chanting Sie Heil at the police, who attempted to disperse them with tear gas and Mace.  

- During the next three years the momentum grew and demonstrations broke out on campuses in every region of the

   country. 

- By the late 1960s the peace movement had spread well beyond the campus  - In April 1967 a day long antiwar

   rally at the Sheep Meadow in Manhattan’s Central Park drew more than 300 thousand people. 

- By the summer of 1967 Vietnam Veterans Against the War was formed and begun to organizing soldiers and

   sailors, encouraging them to cast off the medals and ribbons they had won in battle. 

- Secretary of State Dean Rusk, appearing on NBC’s Meet the Press, expressed his concern that “authorities in 

   Hanoi ”might conclude, incorrectly, that the majority of Americans did not back their president and that “the net

   effect of these demonstrations will be to prolong the war, not shorten it.” 
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- Many demonstrators concluded that mass mobilizations alone had little impact on U.S. policy – making popular

  the slogan “From Protest to Resistance” 
- Despite a congressional act in 1965 providing for a five year jail term and a $10 thousand fine for destroying a

   draft card, nearly 200 young men destroyed their draft  cards at the April Sheep Meadows demonstration –

   encouraging a half a million more to resist the draft or refuse induction. 

- Two Jesuit priests, Daniel and Philip Berrigan, raided the offices of the draft board in Catonsville, Maryland in 

   May 1968 and poured homemade napalm over the records. 

- From January to April 1970 some 400 thousand bombing incidents or bomb threats took place with 21 million in

   property damage, and 43 people killed. 

D. The Draft: 

- 1966 a change in the Military Selective Service system abolishing automatic student deferments.  

- To avoid the draft young men enlisted in the National Guard or declared themselves conscientious objectors, or 
   simply became draft dodgers – leaving the country most for Canada or Sweden. 

- In public demonstrations, opponents of the war burned their draft cards, picketed induction centers and on a few 

   occasions broke into Selective Service offices and destroyed records. 
- By 1967 nationwide student strikes, mass demonstrations, and other organized protests became common place. 
- Oct 1967 more than 100 thousand antiwar demonstrators marched on Washington D.C. as part of “Stop the Draft

   Week” – the event culminated in a “siege of the Pentagon”, in which protestors clashed with police and federal

   marshals – hundreds arrested and several beaten. 

- LBJ had once dismissed antiwar protestors as “Nervous Nellies,” rebellious children, or Communist dupes, now

   had to face the reality of large scale public opposition to his policies. 

a. Teenage American Soldiers: 
- The average Age in WWII was twenty six, the average age of those who fought in Vietnam hovered around 

   nineteen. 

- Until the deferments for college was lifted the Selective Service System – the draft – recruited hard in poor

   communities by advertising the armed forces as a provider of vocational training and social mobility. 
- Working class men disproportionately African American and Latino, signed up under these inducements.  

- They also bore the brunt of combat where college graduates constituted only 12 percent of the 2.5 million men 

   and who served in Vietnam. 

- The casualty rate for African Americans was approximately 30 percent higher than the overall death rate for U.S. 

    forces in Southeast Asia. 

- G.I.’s in significant numbers smoked marijuana, listened to rock music, hung psychedelic posters in their 

   barracks, and participated in the sexual revolution.  

- 1971 many G.I.’s were putting peace symbols on their helmets, joining antiwar demonstrations, and some even

   participated in revenge by “fragging” reckless commanding officers with grenades meant for the enemy. 

- African Americans soldiers closed ranks and often flaunted their racial solidarity by weaving their boot laces into

   “slave bracelets” and carrying Black Power canes, which were topped with a  clenched fist. 
- Many openly complained about being asked to fight “a white man’s war” and emblazoned their helmets with

   slogans like “No Gook Ever Called Me Nigger.” 

b. G.I. Experience: 

- The nature of the war fed feels of disaffection in the armed forces.  U.S. troops entering South Vietnam expected 

   a warm welcome from the people whose homeland they had been sent to defend. 

- Instead they encountered Anti- American demonstrations and placards with slogans like “end Foreign Dominance

   of Our Country.” 

- Hostile Vietnamese civilians viewed Americans as invaders – the enemy avoid open engagements in which the

   Americans could benefit from their superior arms and air power. 

- Soldiers found themselves stumbling into booby traps, leech invested swamps, and dense jungles swarming with

   fire ants. 

- Soldiers could never be sure who was friend and foe? 

- 8.6 million men and women served in the armed forces, and many returned to civilian life quietly without fanfare, 

  denied glory compared with veterans of the past. 
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- Veterans entered society divided over the cause for which they had risked their lives. 
- Tens of thousands suffered debilitating physical injuries. 

- As many as 40 percent of them came back with drug dependencies or symptom of post traumatic stress disorder. 

- more over finding and keeping a job became particularly difficult in a shrinking economy of the 1970s. 

E. Crisis in the Cities: 

 - Funds for new construction were limited during the Great Depression and WWII. 
- With the post war boom taking place in the suburbs, the housing stock in the nation’s cities deteriorated. 

- Federal government encouraged “redlining” which left people in poor neighborhoods without access to 

   building loans. 

- Slumlords took advantage of this situation, collecting high rents while allowing their properties to deteriorate. 

- City officials applied for federal funds under Title I of the 1949 Housing Act to upgrade housing. 

- Designed as a program for of civic revitalization, these urban renewal project more often than to sliced apart poor

   neighborhoods with new highways, demolished them in favor of new office complexes, or, as in Chicago’s

   Uptown, favored new development for the middle class rather than the poor. 
- Federal survey in 1968 showed that 80 percent of those residence displaced by this program were non white. 
- Urban employment opportunities declined along with the urban housing stock. 

- Industries and corporations which had lured working men and women to the cities a century earlier either

   automated their plants, thus scaling back their work forces, or relocated to the suburbs or other regions. 

- The South and Southwest promised lower corporate taxes and nonunion labor to attract business. 

- Prompted by the Vietnam War military spending unemployment fell from 6 percent in 1960 to 4 percent in 1966. 

- Black unemployment was nearly double that of white unemployment. 

- In northern cities, the proportion of the workforce employed in the higher paying manufacturing jobs declined

   precipitously while the proportion working in minimum wage service industries rose at a fast rate. 

- Pollution, which has long plagued traffic congested cities like Los Angeles and industrial cities like Pittsburg,

   became increasingly pervasive urban problem. 

- Cities like Phoenix who had once had clear air began to issue smog alerts. 

- High levels of lead were found in the blood of urban children, scientists warned of the long term threat of

   pollution to public health. 
- Despite deteriorating conditions millions of Americans still continued to move to the cities, mainly African 

  Americans from the deep South, whites from the Appalachian Mountains, and Latinos from Puerto Rico. 

- African Americans became near majority in the nation’s decaying inner cities – having fled rural poverty only to

  find themselves earning minimum wages at best and living in miserable, racially segregated neighborhoods. 
F. Urban Uprisings: 

- In the long hot summers of 1964 to 1968 the nation was rocked by more than 100 urban uprisings. 

- Spontaneous rebellions – unlike race riots of 1920s and 1940s, when angry whites assaulted blacks, masses of

   African Americans now took revenge for the white domination of their communities and specifically for police

   abuse. 

- August 1965 Watts section of Los Angeles – here male unemployment rate hovered around 30 percent. 

- Watts lacked health care facilities – the nearest hospital was 12 miles away – and in a city with little public 
   transportation fewer than 1/5 of its residents owned cars.  

- It only took one minor arrest to set off the uprising, which quickly spread outward for 50 miles. 
- Throwing rocks and bottles through store windows, participants shouted, “this is for Selma!, this is for

   Birmingham!,” and “Burn, baby, burn!”. 

- Nearly 50 thousand people turned out – 20 thousand National Guard troops were sent in. 

- After six days, 34 people lay dead, 900 were injured, and 4,000 more arrested. 

- Los Angeles chief of police William H. Parker blamed civil rights workers, the mayor accused communists, and

   both feigned ignorance when the media reported that white police assigned to “charcoal alley,” their name for the

   Watts district, had for years referred to their night sticks as “nigger knockers”. 

- The following summer, large scale uprisings occurred in San Francisco, Milwaukee, Dayton, and Cleveland. 

- July 12, 1967 Newark, NJ. A city with severe housing shortages and the nation’s highest black unemployment 

   rate, the beating and arrest by a white police officer provoked a 5 day protest. 
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- 5 days of looting and burning of white owned buildings ended with twenty five people dead. 
- One week later the Detroit “Great Rebellion” began – this time a vice squad of the Detroit police had raided a 

   bar and arrested the afterhours patrons. 

- Army tanks and paratroopers were brought in to quell the massive disturbance, which lasted a week and left 34

   people dead and 7 thousand under arrest. 

- After the Watts riot LBJ established a task force headed by Deputy Attorney General Ramsey Clark and allocated

  funds for a rant of antipoverty programs. 
- Years later the Kerner Commission that study the riots discovered that those who participated in the riots were 
   not the poorest or least educated members of their communities. 

- Suffered from heightened expectations sparked by the civil rights movement and Johnson’s promise of a Great

   Society, that were not realized. 
- The Commission concluded that white racism had created an “explosive mixture” of pervert and police brutality. 

- Congress ignored the commission’s warning that “our nation is moving toward two societies, one black, one 

   White,   – separate but equal.”

- The cost of the Vietnam war left little money for antipoverty programs. 

“Each war feeds on the other, and, although the President assures us that we have the resources to win both 
  wars, in  fact we are not winning either of them.”






Senator William Fulbright

IV. 1968

- The Urban violence of the summer of 1967 marked the most drawn out violence in the United States since the

   Civil War. 

- 1968 would prove to be even more turbulent – the bloodiest and most destructive fighting of the Vietnam War 

   resulted in a hopeless stalemate that that soured most Americans on the conflict and undermined their faith in

   U.S. invincibility in world affairs. 
- Disillusionment deepened in the spring when two of the most revered political leaders were struck down by 

   assassins bullets.    
A. The Tet Offensive: 
- January 30, 1968 the Vietcong launched a massive, well coordinated assault in South Vietnam. 
- Timed to coincide with Tet the lunar Vietnamese new year holiday – the offensive struck 36 of 44 provincial

   capitals and 5 of the 6 major cities, including Saigon, where the Vietcong almost overran the impregnable U.S. 

   embassy. 

- In military terms the Tet offensive was a failure with heavy Vietcong losses and the South Vietnamese

  government left in place. 

 - Psychological toll was devastating – Television brought into American homes the shocking images – American

   embassy under siege, with a pistol wielding staff member peering warily from a window. 

 - The Saigon police chief placing a pistol to the head of a Vietcong and executing him live on TV. 

- U.S. officer casually commented across TV about a village in the Mekong Delta “We had to destroy it, in order to

   save it.” 

- Television commentators began to warn parents that “the following scenes may not be suitable viewing for

    children. 

- U.S. troops suffered comparatively modest casualties of 1,600 dead and 8,000 wounded compared to the Vietcong

   who had 40 thousand dead, 1/3 of their fighting force. 
- Civilian casualties ran into hundreds of thousands – with as many as 1 million South Vietnamese becoming

   refugees as their villages were totally ruined. 

- The Tet offensive made a mockery of official pronouncement that the U.S. was winning the war.  

- Gallup poll just before Tet showed that 56 percent of Americans considered themselves Hawks and 28 percent

   identified themselves as doves. 

- Three months after Tet doves outnumber Hawks 42 to 41 percent. 

- The U.S. chalked up a major victory in the Tet offensive but lost the war at home . 
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- For the first time polls at home showed strong opposition to the war, concluding that the entire operation in

   Vietnam was a mistake. 

- At home sectors of the antiwar movement began to shift form resistance to open rebellion. 

- After Tet Congress turned down a request for a general increase in troops issued by General Westmoreland. 

- Johnson watched as he saw his opinion poll show his popularity plummet – Johnson decided to step down. 

- March 31, 1968 he announced that he was not going to seek the Democratic Party’s nomination. 

- Johnson further called a halt to bombing North Vietnam and called Hanoi to peace talks, which began in Paris 

   in May.  
- Like Truman almost 36 years earlier, and despite his determination not to repeat that bit of history, Johnson had

   lost his presidency. 

 B. Assassination of Martin Luther King: 

 - The FBI had been monitoring King closely, tapping his phone, reading his mail, and spreading rumors about him. 

- FBI Bureau chief J. Edgar Hoover had sworn to “destroy the burrhead”.  

- King abandoned his customary caution in criticizing U.S. policy in Vietnam.  

- 1965 he began to connect domestic unrest with the war abroad, calling the U.S. government the “greatest purveyor

   of violence in the world today.” 

- As King became more militant in opposing the war, King lost support of liberal Democ3rats who remained loyal

   to Johnson 

- In the spring of 1968 King chose Memphis home of the striking sanitation works, as the place to inaugurate a 

  “Poor People’s Campaign” for peace and justice. 

- There he delivered his final speech, a message of hope – “I have a dream this afternoon that the brotherhood of

   man will become a reality,” “With this faith, I will go out and carve a tunnel of hope from a mountain of despair”. 

- The next evening April 4, 1968, as he stepped out on the balcony of his motel King was shot and killed by a lone

   gunman James Earl Ray. 

- Stokely Carmichael stormed, “When White America killed Dr. King, she declared war on us.”- riots broke out in

   more than 100 cities. 

- Chicago Mayor Richar Daley ordered his police to shoot to kill. 

- D.C. US army units set up machine guns outside the capital and the White House.  

- Weeks end 27 thousand African Americans had been jailed – the physical scars of the riots remained for years, as

   banks redlined black neighborhoods and refused funds for rebuilding. 

C. The Democratic Campaign (RFK Assassination): 

- For liberals dissatisfied with Johnson’s conduct of the war, and especially for African Americans suffering the

   loss of their greatest national leader, New York Senator Robert F. Kennedy emerged as the candidate of choice. 

- RFK had a strong record on Civil Rights and had begun to interpret the war as a mirror of injustice at home. 

- RFK insisted during the Tet Offensive that “our nation must be told the truth about this war, in all its terrible

   reality.” 

- On this promise RFK began to build a campaign for the Democratic Nomination. 

- Ironically, RFK ran against an opponent who agreed with him Minnesota Senator Eugene McCarthy. 
- McCarthy garnered support from liberal Democrats and white suburbanites – on campuses McCarthy was so 

  popular with antiwar students that his campaign became known as the “children crusade”. 

- Kennedy reached out successfully to African Americans and Latinos and won all but the Oregon Primary. 

- The of the California Primary June 4 RFK was the clear front runner for the Democratic Party – the returns came

   in just past Midnight and Kennedy had won over McCarthy. 

- As Kennedy was leaving the primary ballroom by way of the kitchen he was shot down by a young Palestinian 

   immigrant named Sirhan Sirhan.  (still incarcerated to this day). 
- Vice President Hubert Humphreys was know he only Democrat with the credentials to succeed Johnson. 

- Humphrey had the reputation as a cold war Democratic  - In the 1950s Humphrey had delivered stirring addresses 

   for civil rights and antipoverty legislation; yet he also sponsored cold war measures and supported huge defense

   appropriations hat diverted needed funds from domestic programs. 

- Humphreys fully supported the Vietnam war and had publicly scored peace activists as cowardly and 

   un-American. 
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- Humphrey skillfully cultivated the Democratic power brokers – without entering a single state primary, he lined

   up delegates loyal to city bosses, labor leaders, and conservative Southern Democrats. 

- As the candidate least likely to rock the boat, Humphreys secured his party’s nomination well before delegates

   met in convention. 

D. “The Whole World is Watching!”

- Events surrounding the Democratic convention in Chicago, Aug. 21-26 demonstrated how deep the division 

   within the U.S. had become. 
- Antiwar activists had called for a massive demonstration at the delegates’ hotel and at the convention center. 

- Media focused on the “Yippies” (Youth International Party) a largely imaginary organization of politicized 

  hippies led by jokester and counter culture guru Abbie Hoffman.  
- Yippies called for a Festival of Life, including a “nude-in” on Lake Michigan beaches and the release of a

   greased pig Pigasus, the Yippie candidate for president. 
- Still reeling from the riots over King’s assassination, Chicago’s Mayor Richard Daley refused to issue parade permits. 
- According to later accounts, he sent hundreds of undercover police into the crowds to encourage rock throwing and generally

   to incite violence so that retaliation would appear necessary and reasonable. 

- Daley’s strategy boomeranged when his officers staged what a presidential commission later termed a “police riot”,

   randomly assaulting demonstrators, causal passersby, and television crews filming the events.  

- For one of the few times in history Media crews seemed to join a protest against civil authorities. 
- Angered by the embarrassing publicity, Daley sent his agents to raid McCarthy’s campaign headquarters, where Democrats

   opposed to the war had gathered. 
 - Inside the convention hall, a debate over a peace resolution underscored the depth of division within the party over the war. 

- Representative Wayne Hayes of Ohio lashed out at those who substituted “beards for brains…(and) pot (for) patriotism”. 

- When the resolution failed, McCarthy delegates put on Black armbands and followed folk singer Theodore Bikel in singing

   “We Shall Overcome”. 

-  Later as tear gas used against the demonstrators outside turned the amphitheater air acrid, delegates heard the beaming

   Humphrey praise Mayor Daley and Johnson’s conduct of the Vietnam War. 

- Senator Abraham Ribicoff of Connecticut addressed the convention and criticized the Gestapo Tactic of the police,

   television cameras focused on mayor Daley saying, “you Jew son of a bitch…, go home!” the crowd outside chanted 

  “the whole world is watching! The whole world is watching”
- Protests spread worldwide – across the U.S. the antiwar movement picked up steam.
- Paris students took over campuses – Prague, Czechoslovakia, students wearing blue jeans and signing Beatles songs threw

   rocks at Soviet tanks – Japan, Italy, Ireland, Germany, and England young people demand democratic reforms in their own

   countries and an end to the Vietnam War. 
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1962 Students for a Democratic 
Organization of college students that became the largest national organization of left 
         Society (SDS) 


wing white students.  Calling for “participatory democracy,” SDS involved students 






in community based campaigns against poverty and for citizens’ control of 






neighborhoods.  SDS played a prominent role in the campaign to end the war in 






Vietnam. 

1964 Free Speech Movement 

Formed at the University of California at Berkeley to protest the banning of on 

   




campus political fund raising.  Decried the bureaucratic character of the “multi-






university” and advocated an expansion of the student rights. 

1965 Anti-Vietnam War Movement
Advocated grass roots opposition to U.S. involvement in South east Asia.  By 1970 

   




a national mobilizing committee organized a demonstration of a half million

protesters in Washington, D.C. 

1965 La raza



A movement of Chicano youth to advance the cultural and political self 

 




determination of Mexican Americans.  La raza included the Brown Berets, with 






addressed community issues, and regional civil rights groups such as the Crusade for 






Social Justice, formed in 1965. 


1966 Black Power 


Militant movement that emerged from the civil rights campaigns to advocate 

   




independent institutions for African Americans and pride in black culture and African 






heritage.  The idea of Black Power, a term coined by Stokely Carmichael inspired 






the formation of the paramilitary Black Panthers. 
1968 American Indian Movement
Organization formed to advance the self determination of Indian peoples and 






challenge the authority of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.  Its most effective tactic was 






occupation.  In February 1973, AIM insurgents protesting land and treaty violations 






occupied Wounded Knee, South Dakota, the location of an 1890 massacre, until the 






FBI and BIA agents drove them out. 
1968 Women’s Liberation 

Movement of mainly young women that took shape following a protest at the Miss 





America Beauty Pageant.  Impatient with the legislative reforms promoted by the 





National Organization for Women, founded in 1966, activist developed their own

 




 agenda shaped by the slogan “The Personal Is Political.”  Activities included the 






formation of “consciousness raising” groups and the establishment of women’s

studies programs. 

1968 Asian American Political 
Formed at the University of California at Berkeley, the AAPA was one of the first 
         Alliance (AAPA) 


pan-Asian political organizations to struggle against racial oppression.  The AAPA

   




 encouraged Asian Americans to claim their won cultural identity and to protest the 






war against Asian peoples in Vietnam. 
1969 Gay Liberation 


Movement to protest discrimination against homosexuals and lesbians that emerged

 after the Stonewall Riots in New York City.  Unlike earlier organizations such as the

 Mattachine Society, which focused on civil rights, Gay Liberationists sought to radically change American society and government, which they believed were corrupt. 
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I. The Nixon Presidency: 

  - The sharp divisions in the U.S. (1968), mainly due to the President’s Johnson’s policies in Vietnam, paved the way for the 

     election of Richard Milhous Nixon. 

  - Nixon promised a “just and honorable peace”. 

  - Nixon puzzled both friend and foe – he ordered unprecedented illegal government actions against private citizens while

     agreeing with Congress to enhance several welfare program and improve environmental protection. 

  - Nixon widened and intensified the war in Vietnam, while making stunning moves toward détente with the People’s
    Republic of China.

  - Nixon reigned defiantly as an “imperial president” centralizing authority until he brought himself down. 

A. Election of 1968 - Southern Strategy: 

  - 1968 Nixon deftly built on voter hostility toward youthful protester s and the counterculture. 

  - Nixon represented the “Silent Majority” – those Americans who worked, paid taxes, and did not demonstrate, picket, or 

     protest loudly, “people who are not haters, people who love their country.” 

  - After losses in the Presidential race in 1960 and the governors race in California in 1962, Nixon declared himself the one 

     candidate who could restore law and order to the nation. 

- After signing the land mark Civil Rights Act of 1964, President Johnson said privately, “I think we just delivered the South

     to the Republicans for a long time to come.” 

  - The Republicans understood the importance of the South to come, as the states grew with high tech industries and
     retirement communities. 

  - A powerful conservatism dominate this area, home to many military bases, defense plants, and an increasingly influential 

    Protestant evangelism. 

  - Nixon appealed to these voters by promising to appoint federal court judges who would undercut liberal interpretations of

     civil rights and be tough on crime. 

  - Nixon chose Spiro T. Agnew as his V.P. candidate – Agnew was known for his oratory seeing dissent as treason – he 

    courted the silent majority by attacking all critics of the war as “an effete corps of impudent snobs” and blasted liberal 

    newscasters as “nattering nabobs of negativism.” 

- 1968 campaign underscored the anti-liberal sentiment of the voting public – Third party Candidate Alabama Governor 

  Wallace captured 13.5% of the popular vote campaigning around a conservative hate list that included school busing,  

  antiwar demonstrations, and urban uprisings. 

  - Wallace became governor in 1963 promising white Alabamans “Segregation not! Segregation Tomorrow! Segregation 

     Forever!” 

  - Nixon-Agnew won capturing the popular vote by the slim margin of 43.6 percent to Democrat Hubert Humphrey 42.7 

    percent. 

B. Nixon’s War: 

  - Despite Nixon’s pledge of “peace with honor” the Vietnam War raged for four more years before a peace settlement was

    reached. 

  - Responsibility for the prolonged conflict rested with Henry A. Kissinger – National Security Council – the U.S. could not

     appear weak to either allies or enemies. 

  - Kissinger helps Nixon centralize foreign policy making in the White House overpowering the State Department and
    majority of Americans who no longer supported the war. 

  - Nixon followed a policy of “Vietnamization” – 1964 Nixon announce the South Vietnam would be able to take on some 
     of  the fighting. 

  - 60 thousand U.S. troops began to withdrawal hoping to appease public opinion. 

  - Nixon also intended to “demonstrate to Hanoi that we were serious in seeking a diplomatic settlement”. 

  - In private Nixon mulled over the option of a “knockout blow” to the North Vietnamese. 

  - April 30, 1970, Nixon ordered U.S troops to invade the tiny nation of Cambodia hoping to compel the North to negotiate. 

  - With the invasion came the largest protests of students and police in the nation’s history on campuses and streets. 

  - Kent State University, twenty eight national guardsmen apparently panicked shooting into an unarmed crowd of 200 

     students, killing four and wounding nine. 

  - May 14, 1970, Jackson State University, a black school in Mississippi, state troopers entered a campus dormitory and
     began shooting wildly killing 2 students and wounding 12 others – demonstrations broke out on 50 campuses. 

  - 37 college and university presidents signed a letter calling the president to end the war. 

  - Senate adopted a bipartisan resolution outlawing the use of funds for U.S. military operations in Cambodia – House 
     rejected. 

  - Nixon could not longer wait to negotiate in hopes of having a simultaneous withdrawal of North Vietnamese. 
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  - 1971 Nixon directed the South Vietnamese army to invade Laos and cut supply lines, but the demoralized invading force

     suffered a quick and humiliating defeat.

  - Faced with enemy occupation of more and more territory during a major offensive in April 1972, Nixon ordered the mining 

    of North Vietnamese harbors and directed B-52s to conduct massively destructive bombing missions in Cambodia and 

    North Vietnam. 

  - Nixon sent Kissinger to Paris for secret negotiations with delegates from North Vietnam – they agreed to a cease fire 

     specifying a withdrawal of U.S. troops and the return of all U.S. prisoners of war. 

  - South’s Vietnamese president refused to sign the agreement knowing these terms meant defeat. 

  - Christmas Day, 1972 hoping for a better negotiating position, Nixon order one final wave of bomb attacks on North 

     Vietnam’s cities. 

  - To secure a halt to the bombing, the North Vietnamese offered to resume negotiations – The Paris Peace Agreement terms 

     differed little in January 1973 from the settlement Nixon could have procured in 1969. 

  -  March 1973, U.S. troops withdrew from South Vietnam. 

  - April 1975 Saigon fell to – The Communist led Democratic Republic of Vietnam. 

  - Vietnam cost the U.S. 58 thousand lives and $150 billion – the policy of containment introduced by Truman had proved

    impossible to sustained. 

  - 1971 the army court-martialed a young lieutenant William L. Calley, Jr. for the murder of at least 22 Vietnamese civilians 

    during a 1968 search and destroy mission subsequently known as the My Lai Massacre. 

- Calley’s platoon had destroyed a village and slaughtered more than 350 unarmed South Vietnamese, raping  and beating 

   many of the women before killing them. 

C. “The China Card”

  - Nixon’s foreign policy defied both liberals and conservatives alike. 

  - Nixon implemented a policy of Détente that replaced U.S. – Soviet bipolarity with multilateral relations. 

  - Nixon cultivated relations with the People’s Republic of China, a rising world power more rigidly Communist than the 

    Soviet Union, to form an alliance against the Soviet Union. 

  - Nixon could easily persuade the Soviet Union to cooperate on trade agreements, thus limiting the two nations’ ruthless 

    competition to control governments in Asia, the Middle East, and Africa.   

  - Opponents of the Vietnam War accused Nixon of double dealing, while conservatives howled at any compromise with 

    Communist governments. 

  a. China: 

  - Playing the “China Card” was the most dramatic of the president’s moves – president had been a supporter of the 

    archconservative China lobby. 

  - Nixon considered the People’s Republic of China to important to be isolated by the West and to obviously hostile to the 

    Soviet Union to be discounted as a potential ally. 

  - “Ping Pong diplomacy”, April 1971, when the Chinese hosted a table tennis team from the U.S. 

  - Henry Kissinger embarked on a secret mission a few months later arranging a February 1972 Nixon and wife Beijing trip 

     where greeted by foreign minister Zhou Enlai and a band playing “The Star Spangled Banner”. 

    “16 thousand miles and twenty two years of hostility” Nixon 

  - Nixon’s move successful increased diplomatic pressure on the Soviet Union but simultaneously weakened the Nationalist 

    Chinese government in Taiwan, which now slipped into virtual diplomatic obscurity. 

  b. Soviet Union: 

  - Nixon went to Moscow to negotiate with Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev, who was eager for economic assistance. 

   “There must be room in the world for two great nations with different systems to live together and work together” 

  - Nixon offered to sell $1 billion of grain to the Soviet Union – winning the favor of American wheat farmers. 

  - Soviet Union became visibly more cautious about supporting revolutions in the third world. 

  - SALT – Strategic Arms Limitation Treaty – the first success at strategic arms control since the opening of the cold war 

    and a major public relations victory for the leaders of the two superpowers. 

  - Nixon sent Kissinger on a two year mission of “shuttle diplomacy” to mediate Israeli Arab disputes, to ensure the continued 

    flow of oil, and to increase lucrative U.S. arms sales to Arab countries. 

  - Egyptians and Israelis agreed to a cease-fire in their October 1973 Yom Kippur War, but little progress toward peace in 

     the area was achieved. 

D. Domestic Policy: 

    “We live in a deeply troubled and profoundly unsettled time” “Drugs, crime, campus revolts, racial discord, draft 

      resistance – on every hand we find old standard violated, old values discarded.”
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  - Determined re-election in 1972, he supported new Social Security benefits and subsidizing housing for the poor and 
    oversaw the creation of the Environmental Protection Agency and the Occupational Safety and Health
    Administration. 

  - Family Assistance Plan – under the leadership of Daniel P. Moynihan proposed a minimal income for the poor in place 

     of welfare benefits. 

   - Conservatives judged the plan too generous, while liberals found it inadequate. 

  - Bipartisan opposition ultimately killed the bill. 

  - 1971 Nixon accepted the idea of Fiscal Liberalism in deficit spending. 

  - Nixon took the country off the gold standard complete allowing the dollar to float on the world market. 

  - Nixon support “Black Capitalism” – adjustments or quotas favoring minority contractors in construction projects – created 

     an explosive precedent for “set-aside” program later blamed on liberals. 

  - Nixon accepted the principle of school integration but rejected the busing programs required to implement racial balance.  

  - Nixon appointee to the Supreme Court Warren E. Burger (replaced Chief Justice Earl Warren) steered the court away
    from the liberal direction it had taken since 1950. 

  - July 21, 1969, the lunar module of Apollo 11 descended to the moon’s Sea of Tranquility – as millions watched on
    television, astronaut and Buzz Aldrin stepped out to plant an American flag and to bear the message, “We came in peace
    for all mankind”. 

II. Watergate: 

  - A few days after the bombing of Cambodia in May 1970, he wandered out of the White House alone at 5:00 in the morning 
    to talk to antiwar demonstrators – Nixon tried to engage them in small talk about football and pleaded “I know you 
    probably most of you think I’m an SOB,  but I want you to know I understand just how you feel”. 

  - H.R. Haldeman (one of Nixon closets advisers) stated that the student killings at Kent State deeply troubled him.

  - A few months later Nixon ordered illegal wiretaps of new professionals. 

  - Nixon also supported CIA surveillance of U.S. citizens and organizations – a policy specifically forbidden by the CIA 
     charter

  - Nixon further encouraged his administration to spy on Democrats preparing for the 1972 election campaign. 

  - When news of these activities leaked Nixon found himself facing impeachment – Andrew Johnson. 

A. Foreign Policy as Conspiracy: 

  - 1970 Republicans and Democrats both condemned covert operations in foreign countries. 

  - In response the President, State Department, and CIA tightened security even further. 

  - Nixon issued a tough mandate against all leaks of information by government personnel, new specialist, or politicians. 

  - Nixon accelerated the delivery of arms supplies to foreign dictators, including the shah of Iran, Ferdinand Marcos of the 

    Philippines, and the regime of Pieter William Botha in South Africa. 

  - CIA assistants trained and aided SAVAK, the Iranian secret police force notorious for torturing political dissidents. 

  - South Africa the CIA aided the government in its effort to curtail the activities of the antiapartheid African National
    Congress

  - Latin America, Nixon provided financial assistance and military aid to repressive regimes such as that of Anastasio Somoza 

    of Nicaragua, notorious for its blatant corruption and repeated violations of human rights. 

  - Nixon planned to overthrow the legally elected socialist government of Salvador Allende in Chile – the CIA destabilized
    the regime by funding right wing parties, launching demonstrations, and preparing the Chilean army for a coup.  

  - September 1973 a junta killed President Allende and captured, tortured, or murdered thousand of his supporters. 

  - Nixon and Kissinger warmly welcomed the new ruler Augusto Pinochet, granting him financial assistance to restabilize 

    the country. 

  - End of Nixon Administration several Congressmen who had been briefed of these policies began to break silence, and
     report  of clandestine operations flooded the media.  

  - Several CIA agents issued anguished confessions of their activities in other countries. 

B. The Age of Dirty Tricks: 

  - 1972 reelection campaign approached Nixon tightened his inner circle of White House staff who assisted him in 
     withholding information from the public, discrediting critics, and engaging in assorted “dirty tricks”. 

  - Circle member solicited illegal contribution for the campaign and laundered the money through Mexican bank accounts.  

- The circle created a secret squad called “the plumbers” to halt troublesome leaks of information – this team was headed 

   by former CIA agent E. Howard Hunt and former FBI agent G. Gordon Liddy. 

  - The first person on the squad’s “hit list” was Daniel Ellsberg, a former researcher with the Department of Defense who in 

     1971 turned over to the press secret document outlining the military history of American involvement in Vietnam.
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 - The Pentagon Papers exposed the role of president and military leaders in deceiving the public and Congress about the 

     conduct of the U.S. in Southeast Asia. 

  - Nixon sought to bar the New York Times, but the Supreme Court ruled in favor of the First Amendment. 

  - The Pentagon Papers became a best selling book – 1972 the New York Times won the Pulitzer Prize for the series of 
    articles. 

  - Nixon directed the Department of Justice to prosecute Ellsberg on charges of conspiracy, espionage, and theft. 

  - Hunt and Liddy broke into Ellsberg’s psychiatrists office in hopes of discrediting him. 

  - 1973 charges were dropped as Nixon administration stood guilty of misconduct. 

 a. Campaign: 

  - Nixon ran a skillful negative campaign charging George McGovern, the liberal Democrat nomination on the first ballot, 

     with supporting “abortion, acid [LSD], and amnesty” for those who had resisted the draft or deserted the armed forces. 

  - Nixon informed the new media that McGovern’s running mate Senator Thomas Eagleton, had once undergone electric 

    shock therapy for depression, thus forcing his resignation from the Democratic team. 

  - Voter turn out was at an all time low and McGovern lost every state but Massachusetts.  

  - Later when Nixon faced disgrace, bumper stickers appeared reading “Don’t blame me I’m from Massachusetts”. 

  - Nixon’s (CREEP) Committee to Re-Elect the President enjoyed a huge war chest and spent a good portion on dirty
     tricks designed to divide the Democrats and discredit them in the eyes of the voting public. 

  - The most ambition plan – wiretapping the Democratic National Committee headquarters – backfired. 

  - June 17, 1972 and security team tripped up a group of intruders hired by CREEP to install listening devices in the 

    Washington D.C., Watergate apartment and office complex where the Democrats were headquartered. 

  - Police arrested 5 men, who were later found guilty of conspiracy and burglary.  

  - Washington Post reports Bob Woodward and Carl Bernstein followed a trail of evidence back to the nation’s highest 

     office. 

  - Televised Senate hearings opened to public view more than a pattern of presidential wrongdoings – showed an attempt to 

     impede investigations of the Watergate case. 

  - Testifying before the committee, a former Nixon aide revealed the existence of secret tape recordings of conversations 

     held in the Oval Office. 

  - Special Prosecutor Archibald Cox refuse to allow Nixon to claim executive privilege and withhold the tapes, the 

    president ordered Cox fired. 

  - The firing came to be called the “Saturday Night Massacre” “further tarnished Nixon’s reputation and swelled curiosity 

     about the tapes. 

  - June 24, 1974 the Supreme Court voted unanimously that Nixon had to release the tapes to a new special prosecutor, Leon 

     Jaworski.

C. The Fall of the Executive 

  - The Watergate tapes show Nixon’s ravings against his enemies, including anti-Semitic slurs, and his conniving efforts to 

     harass private citizens through federal agencies. 

  - The tapes further shoed the Nixon had not only known about plans to cover up the Watergate break-in but had ordered it. 

  - July 1974, the House Judiciary Committee adopted three articles of impeachment, charging Nixon with obstructing justice. 

  - 1972 Vice President Spiro Agnew had admitted and plead no contest to accepting large kickbacks while serving as
    governor of Maryland – charged with federal income and tax evasion, Agnew resigned October 1973. 

  - Gerald Ford a moderate Republican representative from Michigan became the new V.P. 

  - Facing certain impeachment by the House of Representatives, Richard Nixon became on August 9, 1974 the first president

     to resign from office. 

1973 Congress passed the War Powers Act which compel any future president to seek congressional approval for armed 

intervention abroad, dramatized both the widespread suspicion of presidential intentions and a yearning for peace. 

The majority of Americans have concluded that Johnson and Nixon had intentionally deceived the public about the nature and fortunes of Vietnam.   This moral failing signaled a collapse at the center of the American political system.  Since Dwight D. Eisenhower left office warning of the potential danger embedded in the “military industrial complex”, no president had survived the presidency with his honor intact.  
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CHRONOLOGY 

1964 
- President Lyndon Johnson calls for an unconditional war on poverty in his state of the Union address


- Tonkin Gulf Resolution


- The Economic Opportunity Act establishes the Office of Economic Opportunity


- Free speech movement gets underway at University of California at Berkeley 


- Johnson defeats conservative Barry Goldwater for president

1965 
- President Johnson authorizes Operation Rolling Thunder, the bombing of North Vietnam


- Teach ins begin on college campuses


- First major march on Washington for peace is organized 


- Watts uprisings begins a wave of rebellions in black communities 

1966 
- J. William Fullbright publishes The Arrogance of Power  


- Black Panther Party is formed 


- National Organization of Women (NOW) is formed

1967
- Antiwar rally in New York City draws 300 thousand


- Vietnam Veterans against the War is formed


- Uprisings in Newark, Detroit, and other cities


- Hippies “Summer of Love” 

1968 
- U.S ground troop levels in Vietnam number 500 thousand 


- Tet Offensive in Vietnam, followed by international protests against U.S. Policies. 


- Martin Luther King, Jr. is assassinated: riots break out in more than 100 cities 


- Vietnam peace talks begin in Paris 


- Robert Kennedy is assassinated


- Democratic National Convention, held in Chicago, nominates Hubert Humphrey; “police riot” against protesters 

 
- Richard Nixon elected president


- American Indian Movement (AIM) founded 

1969 
- Woodstock Music Festival marks the high tide of the counterculture


- Stonewall riot in Greenwich Village sparks the gay liberation movement


- Apollo 11 lands on the moon 

1970 
- U.S. incursion into Cambodia sparks campus demonstrations; students killed at Kent State and Jackson State

               University


- Women’s Strike for Equality marks the fiftieth anniversary of the woman suffrage Amendment 

1971 
- Lieutenant William Calley, Jr. court-martialed for My Lai Massacre 


- The New York Time starts publishing the Pentagon Papers 

1972 
- Nixon visits China and Soviet Union 


- SALT I limits offensive intercontinental ballistic missiles 


- Intruders attempting to “bug” Democratic headquarters in the Watergate complex are arrested 


- Nixon is reelected in a landslide 


- Nixon orders Christmas Day bombing of North Vietnam 

1973 
- Paris Peace Agreement ends war in Vietnam 


- FBI seizes Indian occupants of Wounded Knee, South Dakota 


- Watergate burglars tried; congressional hearings on Watergate 


- CIA destabilizes elected Chilean government, which is overthrown


- Vice President Spiro T. Agnew resigns 

1974 
- House Judiciary Committee adopts articles of impeachment against Nixon 


- Nixon resigns the presidency 
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Event 



Date 

Location 
  Significance 
Democratic Republic of 
1945

Vietnam
  With defeat and withdrawal of Japanese.  Ho Chi Minh

Vietnam established 
 




  leads new state with 15,000 French soldiers 

Ho retreat to hills 

1947

Vietnam
  French seek to depose Ho who leads Viet Minh troops in 









  Opposition to French colonial presence 

French suffer huge defeat 
May 7,

Dienbienphu 
  Although U.S. paid 80% of French costs, Eisenhower 

As 12,000 troops surrender 
1945



  refused to send troops to Vietnam




And withdraw from Indochina

Geneva Accords establish
July 1954
Geneva  
  Vietnam is divided into two nations with Ho leading the 

Temporary division of 



Switzerland 
  north and Ngo Dinh Diem leading the “free” South. 

Vietnam at 17th parallel 





  Promise of free elections in 1956

Diem opponents form NLF
1960 

South Vietnam
  Communists and others attempt to overthrow Diem 

National Liberation Front 




  and Unify Vietnam 

Diem overthrown and 

November 2,
Saigon 

  With U.S. approval and support, Diem is replaced with  

Assassinated 


1963



  military junta.  16,000 American military advisors in Vietnam
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution 
August 5,
Washington
  Following conflict between U.S. destroyers and North 





1964 

 D.C. 

  Vietnamese gunboats, Pres. Johnson is given authority to 







  “prevent further aggression.”  Measure passes Congress 









  416 to 0 in House and 88-2 in Senate. 

Johnson Defeats 

November 
U.S.

  Portrayed as peace candidate, Johnson scores huge victory

Goldwater for presidency 
1964



  with 61% of vote 

Johnson orders bombing of 
February 
Vietnam
  In retaliation for Communist attack on U.S. unit, LBJ 

North Vietnam after attack 
1965



  authorizes attack, but stops short of all out bombing

At Pleiku kills 7 U.S. soldiers


20,000 U.S. troops sent to 
April, 1965


  Violating his promises, LBJ raises U.S. troop levels to 

Support South Vietnam

 



  100,000 to fight Viet Cong

Tet Offensive begins 

January 31, 
Vietnam 
  Viet Cong forces launch massive attack on American 

1968 positions throughout Vietnam.  LBJ’s popularity rating 

drops to 35%

My Lai Massacre

March 16, 
Vietnam 
Lt. William Calley leads unit which kills at least 175 

1968 unarmed Vietnamese civilians, Calley is later court martialed

and convicted, though none of his superiors are charged. 

LBJ announces withdrawal 
March 31, 
White House
Johnson announces end of bombing and calls for peace talks

from 1968 presidential race 
1968



after embarrassing performance in New Hampshire primaries

Paris Peace talks begin

May 1968 
Paris 

Longest war in U.S. history begins winding down 

Nixon defeats Humphrey
November  
U.S. 

Nixon wins with 43.4 of popular vote 

and Wallace 


1968

U.S. begins secret bombing 
March 1969


Nixon avoids antiwar protest by not telling Congress or  
of North Vietnam and 





people about bombings 

Cambodia 
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Event 



Date 

Location 
  Significance 
Nixon announces withdrawal
September


  First reduction of U.S. troops since start of war 

Of 60,.000 U.S. ground troops 
1969

U.S. troops enter Cambodia 
April 1970
Cambodia 
  Despite Nixon pledges that U.S troops were withdrawing 









  from Vietnam, Cambodia invasion and bombing brought 









  huge domestic opposition. 

Kent State Massacre 

May 4, 1970
Ohio

  National Guard forces kill four students protesting 









  Vietnam involvement 


Congress repeals Tonkin
June 24, 1970
D.C. 

  In 81-10 vote, Senate repeals authorization of U.S. 

Gulf Resolution 





  involvement 

Laos Invaded 


February 1971


  U.S. and South Vietnamese forces make incursion to 









  “protect withdrawal of U.S. forces” 

Pentagon Papers Released 
June 1971
New York 
  New York Times begins publication of secret war study 

North Vietnamese troops 
March 1972 
Vietnam 
  U.S. responds by widespread bombing of North, including 

Invade South 






  bombing of Hanoi and mining of Haiphong Harbor 

Largest bombing of North 
December
North 

  American B-52s begin largest bombing of war, losing 15

Vietnam 


17, 1972
Vietnam
  B-52 Bombers

Cease Fire accord achieved 
January

Paris 

  All fighting to stop and American prisoners of war to be 





27, 1973


  released by North Vietnam 

Nixon resigns presidency 
August 1974 
White House 
  Under pressure from members of his own party, Nixon ceases 









  Fight over Watergate scandal 

North Vietnamese forces 
April 30, 
Saigon, 
  Communist forces occupy South renaming Saigon Ho 
Take Saigon 


1975

South Vietnam 
  Minh City.  U.S. troops evacuate American embassy as









  South Vietnamese flee 
