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I. Stopping and Holding Japan: 
A. Japanese Preparations: 

  - Between 1931 and 1941, every student at the Japanese Naval Academy was required to write an essay on the question: 

    “ How would you carry out a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor?”

    - 1924 Billy Mitchell had said the Pearl Harbor was vulnerable to air attack. 

  - At Hickham Field, fighter planes were drawn up wing tip to wing tip so that they could be protected against sabotage 

    on the ground. 

  - The key to the stunning Japanese victory was the brilliant planning behind it. 

  - Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto who planned and commanded the attack on Pearl Harbor, said that the decision to attach 

    was “diametrically oppose to my person opinion.” He explained why in January 1941:

“If hostilities were to break out between Japan and the United States, it would not be enough for us to take Guam and the Philippines or even Hawaii and San Francisco.  We should have to march into Washington and sign a treaty in the White House.  I wonder if our politicians who speak lightly of a Japanese American war have confidence in the out come and are prepared to make the necessary sacrifices.”

   - Four days after the attack on Pearl Harbor, Germany and Italy declared war on the U.S. – the first and only time that 

      Germany  declared war on another country. 
B. It Began in Defeat: 

  - Immediately after crippling the American Pacific fleet at Pearl Harbor the Japanese advanced easily into Malaya, Hong 

     Kong, the Philippines, Java, Guam and the two most distance islands of the Aleutians in Alaska.   

  - Within a few weeks the Japanese battle flag flew over Singapore, Burma, and present day Indonesia. 

  - Panic spread quickly across the U.S. – Patriotism and outrage thirty days of the attack on Pearl Harbor 144 thousand enlist.

  - 20,000 GI’s under General Douglass MacArthur and their Pilipino allies fought valiantly on the Bataan Peninsula 

      and on the rocky island of Corregidor in Manila Bay. 

  - At first they thought they would be relieved or evacuated. Slowly the sickening truth sank in: They were alone, isolated, 

      doomed, “The Battling Bastards of Bataan”.  They grimly accepted their assignment of delaying the Japanese. 

  - February 1942 - FDR ordered MacArthur to flee to Australia. 

  - April 9, 1942 – 36 thousand American soldiers and allies surrender to Japanese. 

C. General Douglass MacArthur: Supreme Commander Pacific:

  - Arrogant – in fact an egomaniac who was given to posturing  in a cool and collected version of Mussolini show. 

  - “I studied dramatics under MacArthur”, General Eisenhower. 

  - FDR did not like him – once called MacArthur one of the two most dangerous men in the United States. 

  - Sunglasses, Corncob pipe, and all MacArthur was nevertheless one of the army’s senior professionals and essential to 

     winning the war against Japan. 

  - His connections with the Philippines was intimate; his father had been military governor of the colony. 

  - When MacArthur fled the islands he promoted his mystique and made the Philippines a symbol with his parting words 

    “I shall return”. 

    - May 6, the last ragged defenders of Corregidor surrendered. Humiliation in the worst military defeat in the nation’s 

       history gave way to furious anger when reports trickled into the U.S. of Japanese cruelty toward the prisoners on the 

       infamous Bataan Death March. 

  - Of the 10,000 men forced to walk to a prison camp in the interior, 1,000 died on the way.  Another 5,000 died in the 

    camps before the war was over. 

D. Japanese Strategy: 

    - During the siege of Corregidor, Admiral Yamamoto established a defense perimeter distant enough from Japan that the 

       Americans could not bomb the homeland or force a decisive battle. 

    - By May 1942, Japanese soldiers occupied the Solomon Islands and swarmed over most of New Guinea, threatening Port 

       Moresby on Australia’s doorstep, when the advance was stopped. 

    - May 6, and 7, 1942, the Japanese and American fleets fought to a standoff in the Coral Sea Battle off Australia’s northeast 

       coast.  This was unique battle of aircraft carriers. One American Carrier sunk the other damaged.  Yamamoto claimed victory
       but was forced to abandon his plan to cut the supply lines between Australia and Hawaii.  Japan’s defensive perimeter would 
       not include “down under”. 

    - Yamamoto steamed into the Pacific 1,000 miles north west of Hawaii, hoping to capture Midway Island. 

E. Battle of Midway: June 3, 1942 - Was the turning point for American victory over the Japanese.  
    - The Aircraft Career battle centered around the Island of Midway. 
    -  Japanese will lose 4 air craft carriers a large portion of their career fleet.  
    - U.S. lost one air craft carrier The Yorktown – leaving the U.S. with only 3 carriers left in the pacific. 

    - This major naval victory led to the eventual movement toward direct bombing of Japan and possible invasion. 
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F. Concentration Camps at Home: 

    - The leadership of the Japanese including the megalomaniacs seriously never entertained the possibility of invading the

      U.S. or Hawaii. Japan’s goal was to force a negotiated Asian settlement on favorable terms. 

    - Japan’s victories early in 1942 and a few successful submarine in torpedoing ships off the beaches of Oregon and 

     California caused ripples of invasion hysteria to wash over the Hawaiian Islands and the Pacific states. 

   - Newspaper Magnet William Randolph Hearst Hurriedly moved out of San Simeon, his fantastic castle on an isolated 

      stretch of central California coast. 

   - California, Oregon, and Washington, anger over Pearl Harbor combined with long standing resentment of Japanese 

     Americans prosperity and clannishness to result in spontaneous outbreaks of violence and government action that may 

     represent the single worst violation of civil rights in American history. 

    - Gangs of teenagers and grown men beat up Japanese and other Asians. 

- FDR bent under pressure from even moderate western politicians like Earl Warren, in Executive Order 9066, 

   defined coastal areas as forbidden to “Japanese” residence.  About 9,000 Nisei (Japanese Americans) left the

   zone voluntarily 

    - 110,000 were forcibly removed from their homes, and interned in concentration camps is seven states, from 

       interior California to Arkansas. 

    - The government seemed clearly to be violating the Constitution because the criteria for relocation were ancestry and race. 

    - June 1943 Earl Warren “If the Japs are released no will be able to tell a saboteur from any other Jap”. 

G. Korematsu v. United States, 1944:

     After the bombing of Pearl Harbor 12-7-1941 all people of Japanese ancestry, even the citizens of the U.S. were suspected

     of being pro Japanese spies and saboteurs. President F.D. Roosevelt issued executive order to authorize the military to 

     evacuate and relocate all or any persons for national defense. 112,000 persons of Japanese ancestry 70,000 native born

     were relocated. Korematsu a Japanese American refused to leave his home in California for relocation camp. Was the

     executive order to relocate given by the Commander in Chief (President) and under Congress power to declare war

     Constitutional under their war power?  6 to 3 the court ruled against Korematsu court pointed to the necessity of giving the

     Military the benefit of the doubt on the grounds of wartime necessity. Upheld the power of the president in wartime to limit

     a group’s civil liberties; ruled that forcible relocation of Japanese Americans to Wartime Relocation Agency Camps during

     WWII was legal. 

H. 442 Regimental Combat Team: 

    - 17,000 Hawaiian Nisei fought against the Germans in Italy and was the most highly decorated unit in WWII. 

- Despite the criminal state of Germany and the systematic genocide the hatred of Japanese was a racial hatred that never

       took place with Germany and Italy, despite that the war in Asia was over economic commerce. 

II. Defeating Germany First: 

A. American Entrance: 

"Grant us a common faith that man shall know bread and peace, justice and righteousness, freedom and security, and equal opportunity, and an equal chance to do his best not only in his own land s but throughout the world."  FDR 

  - FDR and his advisor were determined to defeat Germany first, because Germany threatened the Western Hemisphere. 

  - 1942 U-boat sink 1000 ships bound for England and the Soviet Union. 

  - First priority was to stop Hitler from increasing his control of the territory that Germany already occupied.  

  - To strike at German industry and the morale of the people, the United States army air corps joined the British inconstant 

    day and night bombing raids over Germany. 

  - Soviet Premier Stalin, was pleased by the U.S. air entrance, because Hitler had been throwing the full weight of the German 

    Wehrmacht (air corp) at the Russians. Soviet battle deaths were horrendous at 6 million compared with the eventual 

    300,000 of the U.S.. 

  - Stalin demands the Americans open a second front in Western Europe.  

B. The Second Front: 

   - FDR and Churchill agreed that the beleaguered Red Army needed relief. FDR’s impulsive promise to open a second front

      in 1942 had to be cancelled.  Such an invasion against German fortification would take preparation.  

  - To ease Stalin’s fears that the West was hoping to see Germany bleed Russia into impotence, FDR dispatched huge 

     shipments of war material to the Soviet Union. 

  - FDR further agreed to attack Germany’s North Africa Korps under the command of Field Marshal Erwin Rommel’s

     (the desert fox) that was currently threatening British control of Suez Canal. 

  - If the Germans can take the canal they will have secure passage way to the middle east and its rich oil reserves to fuel the

    German mechanized army. 
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“This generation of Americans has come to realize with a present and personal realization that there is something larger and more important than the life of any individual or any individual group.   Something for which a man will sacrifice and gladly sacrifice, not only his pleasures, not only his goods, not only his associations with those he loves but his life its self.” 
 



Casablanca – French, Morocco - FDR
C. Battle of El Alamein: 
  - June 1942 British Marshal Bernard Montgomery beefed up with the arrival of U.S. Sherman tanks from the states began

     a counterattack against the Afrika Korps. 

  - October 23, 1942 – 100 thousand men dispatch from Norfolk, Virginia and Liverpool, England under code name “Torch”. 

  - November General Dwight D. Eisenhower landed “Torch” far to the west in (Morocco and Algiers) French North Africa after
    having to make a deal with French forces that had been under the control of Germany. 
  - With the British 8th Army under Montgomery attacking the Germans from the East toward German controlled Tunisia. 

  - Kasserine Pass, Tunisia – February 19, 1943 Field Marshal Rommel’s elite Africa Corps lashes out at the American forces 

    caught unprepared and quickly overwhelmed suffering 6,000 American casualties. 

  - The American commander responsible for the defeat is quickly replaced with Lt. General George S. Patton. 

  - February 1943 – Hitler recalls Rommel to Berlin. 
  - March 1943 British 8th Armor pushes into Tunisia while the Americans hammer at the western front. 

  - Mountains near El Guettar American artillery and infantry pushes back a furious German counter offensive – Germans retreat 

     north towards the German controlled port of Tunis and Berzerta. 
  - Allied air power is destroying all supply lines to Italy – no escape – with the 39th regiment closing in and crushing the last 

     vestige of Nazi Germany in Africa. 

  - May 7, 1943 – 50 thousand German troops surrender – Americans enter the port of Berzerta and British enter Tunis.  

D. Battle of Attu and Kisku, Alaska (Aleutian Islands): 

   - For over a year the Japanese have occupied these remote frozen Alaskan Islands – their motives a mystery. 

   - Intelligence reports that the Japanese are building large air strips to better protect their post pearl conquests in the pacific

   - February 1943 – 100 advance scouts leave Dutch Harbor, Alaska to take up and cut off retreat avenues for the Japanese once

      the invasion occurs. 

   - May 1943 U.S. invasion force bogged down by spring thawing (mud) Final Japanese Bonsai charge kills 549 Americans

      before we reclaim American Territory – Attu and Kisku. 

   - July of 1943 American war planners plot for the first time Americas first offense actions in the critical pacific region. 
“Those Americans who believe that we can live under the allusion of isolationism, wanting the American Eagle to imitate the tactics of the Ostrich but we prefer to retain the Eagle as it is flying high and striking hard.”











FDR 
E. Battle of Stalingrad: September 1942 the Red Army made its stand against the German advance in Russia at Stalingrad,

      a major rail and industrial center on the Volga River.  Germany firebombed and shelled the city for more than two months.

      Soviet fighters took up positions in the chard rubble that remained of Stallingrad.   There they engaged the advancing

      German troops in bitter house to house combat, buts lost most of the city. In mid November, taking advantage of harsh

      winter weather, Soviet forces launched a fierce counterattack.  As Hitler ruled out retreat, the German army was soon

      surrounded in the ruined city with few supplies and no hope of escape. In late January the Red Army launched a final

      assault on the freezing and surrounded Germans. January 31, 1943, more than 90,000 surviving Germans surrendered. 

      Germany lost 330,000 troops in Stalingrad. Soviet losses unknown estimates as high as 1.1 million. 
  - Stalin’s Red Army began to drive slowly toward Germany. FDR joined in arguing with Churchill: “Uncle Joe”, as 

     Roosevelt called Stalin , “is killing more Germans and destroying more equipment than you and I put together.”

F. Catch 22: 

   - July 1943, American, British, and Australian forces invaded Sicily and secured the island in six weeks. 

   - General George Patton (old Blood and Guts) eccentric, believed in reincarnation, became a new American Hero. 

   - 100 thousand German troops retreated (escaped) into the security of Italy. 

   - The fall of Sicily knocked Italy out of the war.  Mussolini’s enemies among Socialist and Communists were joined by the 

      conservative Field Marshal Pietro Baoglio, who, disturbed that his country had become Hitler’s pawn, ousted Il Duce and 

      made peace with the allies. 

   - Hitler rescued Mussolini form his captors and established him as the puppet head of the “Republic of Salo” in Northern 

       Italy.  To take the place of Italian troops who had gone over to the Allies, he withdrew German units to easily defend 

       strongholds such as Rome. Eight bloody months to take Rome.

   - Joseph Heller wrote a black comic novel about the war in Italy called Catch-22: a mentally disturbed soldier wants out of 

      the army because of the horrors and senselessness of the fighting; this assessment, however, proves he is sane and

      therefore ineligible for discharge. 
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G. D-Day and Ike: Supreme Commander Europe: 

   - Germans foiled the drive though Italy without having withdraw troops form the Soviet Union. 

   - Stalin again insisted on a second front.

   - Supreme Commander in Europe Eisenhower: 


a. organizational and administrative talent of a corporation president. 

  
b. earned the confidence of Churchill and could handle Montgomery. 


c. dealt well with Free French forces under control of Charles de Gaulle. 


d. made personal friend of Soviet Marshal Geogi Zhukov. 

  
e. able to discipline Patton to the satisfaction of critics without losing his services after the erratic gerneral 

  
    slapped as shell shocked soldier in Italy. 

    - Eisenhower oversaw D-Day/Operation Overlord the most complex and largest amphibious attack ever venture in war. 

    - Involved 4,000 vessels, 11,000 aircraft, tens of thousands of motor vehicles of various sorts, and weapons, as well as 

       billeting and training more than 2 million soldiers and kept it secret. 

    - June 6, 1944, Normandy in Northwestern France, the Allied troops, marched across France and liberated Paris on August 

      25, 1944. Immediately there after they entered Belgium and by September they were across the German border, farther 

      than the Allies had penetrated during  all of WWI. 

H. Politics and Strategy: 

    - The British and Americans disagreed about how to finish off Germany. 

    - Montgomery wanted to concentrate power in one thrust into the heart of Germany. 

    - Eisenhower feared extending military supply lines too quickly would tempt the Germans into a massive counterattack. 

    - Eisenhower chose to advance slowly on a broad front that extended from North Seas to the border of Switzerland 

      strangling Germany.    

I. Battle of the Bulge: 

    - Summer 1942, V-2 rockets from sanctuaries inside Germany began to rain down on London, killing 8,000 people. 

- 1942, German military launched a counter offensive in Belgium in a bitter cold and snowy December.  

    - Germans pushed the Americans back, forcing a “Bulge” in the German lines and threatening to split the American 

      forces in two.

    - The 82nd was cut off in Bastogne under General Anthony McAuliffe who refused to surrender replying “Nuts”, created

       a weak point in the German offensive, and a break in the weather allowed the Allies to exploit their air superiority. 

    - German defenses collapsed one by one. 

J. V-E Day: Victory Europe Day: 

    - Hitler close to break down withdrew to his bunker under the streets of Berlin where he presided over the premature 

      disintegration of his “Thousand Year Empire”. 

  - April 30, 1945, Hitler committed suicide after having named Admiral Karl Doeritz his successor as Fuhrer. A few days 

       later Doeritz surrendered. 

III. Wartime Diplomacy: 
A. Tehran: 

    - November 1943, Roosevelt and Churchill traveled to Tehran, Iran for their first meeting with Stalin.  FDR and Stalin

      established a cordial personal relationship. Stalin agreed to an American request that the Soviet Union enter the war in the

      Pacific soon after the end of hostilities in Europe, FDR in return agreed that an Anglo-American second front on the

      Germans would be established with in six months.   

B. Yalta Conference: 
    - February 1945, Roosevelt, Churchill, and Stalin met at Yalta to discuss the world map after WWII.  On a number of issues

      the big three reached agreements:   

    - F.D.R. agreed that the Soviet Union should receive some of the territory in the Pacific that Russia had lost in the 1904  

      Russo-Japanese War. 

   - Agreed to the creation of a new international organization the United Nations – containing a general assembly and a 

     Security Council, with permanent representatives of the five major powers (U.S., Britain, France, Soviet Union, and  

     China), each of which would have veto power. 

   - Disagreed about Poland and Polish Government – English pro democracy exiled Poles or already established Soviet 

     Controlled Communist Poles. 

   - Disagreed as to the future of Germany. F.D.R. wanted a unified Germany. Stalin wanted huge war reparations and a  

     permanent dismemberment of the nation. The U.S., Great Britain, France, and the Soviet Union would each control its 

    own “zone of occupation” in Germany. Zones to be determined by position of troops at the end of the war. 

   - Right wing extremists later said that FDR, sold out the Poles, Czechs, Hungarians, Rumanians, and Bulgarians because

      he was himself sympathetic to Communism. 
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  - In February 1945, the Red Army was racing over and occupying the very countries that Stalin envisioned as buffer states

     against renewed German aggression or other threats from the west. 

IV. The Twilight of Japan, the Nuclear Dawn: 

    - Influencing Roosevelt at Yalta was his desire to enlist the Soviet Union in the war against Japan in order to save 

       Americans lives in the final battles. 

    - While agreeing that the Red Army would attack Japanese forces in China, Stalin on delaying action until the Soviet 

      Union felt secure in Europe. 

  A. Pacific Strategy: 

    - June 1942, after Midway, American strategy in the war against Japan involved three distinct campaigns. 

    - FIRST, just as the U.S. pumped material into Russia, supplies were flown into China from India, “over the hump” of

       the Himalayas, in order to keep the Chinese in the war.  Unfortunately Chiang Kai Shek was no Stalin, and his 

       Kuomintang troops were not Red Army. 

    - Chiang hated and feared his Chinese Communist allies as much as he hated the Japanese.  He diverted thousands of troops

       to battling them, and never forced the kind of battle against Japan that the Americans needed in order to tie down the 

       Japanese army on the mainland. 

   - SECOND and THIRD prongs of the attack on Japan were more successful, but extremely bloody.  After driving the 

      Japanese out of the Solomons in order to ensure Australia’s security, one force under MacArthur began to push toward 

      the Japanese homeland via New Guinea and the Philippines, while another commanded by Admiral Chester W. Nimitz 

      stuck through the Central, Pacific, capturing islands from which air craft could reach and bomb Japan. 

  B. Island Warfare: 

   - Capturing islands that were specs on the map meant battles more vicious than those in Europe.  

   - The Japanese soldier was a formidable fighter. He was indoctrinated with a fanatical sense of duty and taught that it was a   

      betrayal of national and personal honor to surrender, even when his army was obviously defeated.  

   - Japanese soldier were expected to fight to the death. 

   a. Battle of Guadalcanal:  August 7, 1942

   - It took the Marines six months to take the microscopic Guadalcanal in the Southern tip of the Solomon Islands.

   - After estimated losses of 1 in 3 land craft and 1in 4 Marines in the invasion force on landing the marines were shocked

      to discover very little to no resistance. 
“The Jungle is a pestilent hell hole, the air is thick, hot, and humid.  This vine choked rain forest oppressively blocks out the sun and the undergrowth gives off a vile smell.”  






Reporter/Author Peter Trugastis

   - Second Day the Marines take the coral air field – and it became clear we had taken the Japanese by surprise. 

   - Japanese navy attacked in an immense naval battle off shore – next morning smoke and twisted wreckage of 4 heavy cruisers, 

     young burnt bodies of American seaman wash up on shore. 

   - U.S. Naval commander has left a day early to protect his valuable carriers, leaving the Marines on Guadalcanal  without 

     needed supplies, 2000 reinforcements, and air coverage. 

  - September 12, 1942, dysentery setting in – lack of food, medicine, ammunition. 

  - September 13, 1942 – 3000 Japanese attack a 800 Marine force guarding a key bridge south of the air field. 
  - Battle of Bloody Ridge come morning revealed 1200 dead Japanese soldiers and 40 dead Marines. 

  - After 5 weeks the Navy breaks through a Japanese naval blockade with reinforcements and supplies. 

  - By November 1942American Naval forces sealed off Guadalcanal making it impossible for Japanese to land reinforcements. 

  - February 1943 – 14 months after Pearl Harbor – Guadalcanal is secure – U.S. first land victory over the Japanese 

  - Guadalcanal Diary becomes a best seller in 1943. 

“In time of crisis when the future is in the balance we come to with full recognition and devotion to what this nation is.  The task we Americans now face will test us to the uttermost.  Never before had we been called upon for such a prodigious effort.  Never before had we had such little time to do so much.” 







FDR

C. American War Machine

"My fellow Americans This war has reached a new and critical phase.  We have moved into active and critical battle with out enemies.  We are pouring into the world wide conflict everything we have, out young men and vast resources of our nation making airplanes, guns, and ammunition. "   FDR 

    - By 1943 the American War Machine was operating at Max Capacity – 24 hours a day – American shipyards are turning out

      war Ships at an incredible pace.  

    - The American Pacific Fleet is now larger than all the world warring powers combined.  
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  - In the Guinea and along the route through the Gilbert, Marshall, and Mariana islands that Nimitz was to follow, the 

     concrete bunkers and gun emplacements were stronger than in the Solomons, and the resistance of the Japanese was 

     chillingly effective.  

   - Marines discovered at places like Tarawa in the Gilberts in November 1943 that when the battle was over, they had few 

      prisoners.  They had to kill almost every Japanese on the island at high cost to themselves. 

   - As MacArthur and Nimitz moved closer to Japan, the fighting grew tougher as they attacked the Marianas and the 

     Philippines in 1944. 

   - Nimitz capture of the Marianas enabled a larger land based American planes to bomb the Japanese homeland at will. 

   - The Japanese wooden cities went up like tender when hit by incendiary devices. 

   - A single raid on Tokyo on March 9, 1945, killed 85,000 people and destroyed 250,000 buildings. 

   - MacArthur and Nimitz advocated island hopping – leaving less important Japanese holdings alone, to wither as they 

      were cut off from supplies. 

D. Fighting to the Last Man: 

   - Spring 1945, Japan’s situation was hopeless. Germany was defeated, thus freeing hundreds of thousands of battle

      hardened soldiers for combat in the Pacific. 

   - Although Stalin was procrastinating, the Japanese leaders believed that the Soviet Union was on the verge of declaring

      war. 

   - After the huge Battle of Leyte Gulf in October 1944, the Japanese navy had ceased to exist as a fighting force, while the 

     Americans cruised the seas with 4,000 ships.  U.S. submarines, which were more effective than German U-Boats ever had 

     been, destroyed half of the island nations vital merchant fleet within a few months. 

   - The Japanese High Command frustrated every attempt by civilians in the government to make peace.  

   - With so many soldier fighting to the death, the taking of islands close to Japan resulted in hundreds of thousands of 

      casualties. 

   - Battle of Iwo Jima: Japanese held desolate tiny volcano island needed for a landing strip 700 miles from Japan.

     The island steep, rocky slopes were honey combed with caves and tunnels.  February 1945 a month long battle in

     the Pacific in which U.S. marine divisions overcame Japanese resistance. American forces suffered an estimated 25,000

     casualties. Of the 25,000 Japanese defenders on 216 surrendered.  Admiral Nimitz described the island as a place in which

     “uncommon valor was a common virtue”.  27 Congressional Medal of Honor were issued more than any other single

     operation. The photo of servicemen raising the United States flag on Mt. Surabachi came to symbolize the struggle and

     sacrifices of American troops during WWII. 

   - The Battle of Saipan was even bloodier.

   - Battle of Okinawa: April to June 1945 was equally bloody to Iwo Jima.  350 miles from Japan was historically Japanese 

     soil. This was the last obstacle to an Allied invasion of the Japanese home islands. 100,000 Japanese defender pledged to

    fight to death. Allies gathered some 1,300 warships and more than 180,000 combat troops to drive the enemy form

    Okinawa in an effort only to the Normandy invasion in size.  Japanese flew nearly 2,000 kamikaze attacks desperate

    banzai charges.  50,000 casualties made the Battle of Okinawa the costliest engagement of the Pacific war.  Only 7,200

    defenders remained to surrender. 

  - Planners said that the invasion of Japan itself, scheduled for November 1, 1945, would cost 1 million casualties, as 

     many as the U.S. had suffered in over three yeas of fighting in both Europe and the Pacific. 

E. Atomic Bomb: 

  - This chilling prediction helped to make the atomic bomb so appealing to policymakers. The Manhattan Project, code name 

     of the group that built the bomb, dated from 1939, when Albert Einstein wrote to President Roosevelt that it was possible  

     to unleash inconceivable amounts of energy by nuclear fission, splitting an atom. 

 - Einstein hated war, but knew that the German Nazi science was capable of producing a nuclear bomb.

 - Under the direction of J. Robert Oppenheimer the government secretly allotted $2 billion to the Manhattan Project. 

 - Scientist worked on Long Island, underneath a football stadium in Chicago, and at an isolated Los Alamos in

   New Mexico.

 - April 12, 1945 FDR died of a massive stroke in Warm Springs Georgia while sitting for a portrait painter when he 

   said “I have a terrific headache”, slumped in his chair and died. 

Einstein wrote to President Roosevelt in 1939: 

Some recent work by E. Fermi and L. Szilard, which has been communicated to me in manuscripts, leads me to expect that the element uranium maybe turned into a new and important source of energy in the immediate future.  Certain aspects of the situation seemed to call for watchfulness and if necessary, quick action on the part of the Administration. 
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V. Truman, Little Boy, and Fat Man: 

A. Truman: 

  - Truman was an honest politician who had risen as a hard worker for the Kansas City machine of Boss Thomas 

      J.Pendergast. 

   - Unprepossessing in appearance and manner, bespectacled, given to salty language, nominated for Vice President in 1944 

      as a compromise candidate. 

   - Truman was shocked by his accession as anyone else. “I don’t know whether you fellows ever has a load of hay or a bull 

      fall on you, but last night the moon, the stars, and all the planets fell on me.” 

   - Truman new how to make difficult decisions and never doubted his responsibility to lead.  A plaque on his desk read 

      “The Buck Stops Here”; as President of the U.S. he would not “pass the buck”. 

B. Potsdam Conference: 

     - Truman’s first meeting with Stalin occurred in July 1945 in the Berlin suburb of Potsdam. During the conference

        Churchill was replaced by Clement Attlee, who had just won the British election.  The German and Poland issue still

        remained unresolved. Truman announced that the Atomic bomb had been tested in White Sands, New Mexico.  They

        hoped that Japan would be forced to surrender and save at least a million lives. 

   - August 6, 1945 an atomic bomb nicknamed “Little Boy” was dropped on Hiroshima, killing 100,000 people in an 

      instant and dooming another 100,000 to death from injury and radiation poisoning.  

   - Two days later, when the Japanese leadership showed no signs of buckling under “Fat Man” was exploded over 

      Nagasaki. 

   - Surprisingly the Japanese High Command wanted to fight on.  If they had known that the U.S. had no more atomic 

      bombs in their arsenal they might have won the debate. 

C. V-J Day: Victory over Japan: 

   - Emperor Hirohito stepped in and agreed to surrender on August 15, 1945, if he were allowed to keep his throne.

   - America valued the Emperor as a symbol of social stability in Japan they agreed. 

   - The war ended officially on the decks of the battleship Missouri on September 2. 

Cost of the War: 





World War II Casualties
Revolution War

$149 million



Total Mobilized 
Killed 

Wounded


War of 1812 

  124 million

United States 
16,113,000

407,000

 672,000

Mexican War

  107 million

China 

17,251,000
          1,325,000
           1,762,000

Civil War Union only
     8 billion 

Germany 
20,000,000
          3,250,000
           7,250,000

Spanish American War      2.5 billion 

Italy

  3,100,000
             136,000
              225,000

First World War 
   66 billion 

Japan

  9,700,000
          1,270,000

 140,000

Second World War 
 560 billion 

U.S.S.R

    -----

          6,115,000
         14,012,000

Korean War

   70 billion 

United Kingdom 5,896,000
             357,000

 369,000

Vietnam War 

 121.5 billion 

Total: 

72,060,000
        12,860,000         24,430,000

D. Was the Bomb Necessary? 

- Within a few years of being relieved the war was finally over a few Americans began to debate the wisdom and 

   morality of having used the atomic bomb.  

   - Novelist John Hersey’s Hiroshima detailed the destruction of the ancient city in vivid human terms. 

- Truman’s critics state that he was guilty of a war crimes worse than any the Japanese had perpetrated and exceeded

  only by the Nazi murder of six million European Jews. 

- Truman and his defenders responded that the nuclear assaults on Hiroshima and Nagasaki were act since millions of

   Japanese as well as Americans would have been killed had Japan been Invaded. 

- Revisionist historians much later argued that Little Boy and Fat Man were dropped not so much to end the war with 

  Japan but to inaugurate the Cold War with the Soviet Union. Truman showing the Russians that the U.S. held the

  trump card in an y postwar disputes. 

VI. THE SHADOW OF THE COLD WAR:  

A. Legacy of World War II: 

     1. Atomic Bomb: Nuclear weapons made it technologically possible for humanity to destroy all civilization, and

         perhaps the world. 

     2. Genocide: Jews – The Acult Superman and Subhuman's:

       - The systematic slaughter of the Jews was a principal aim of the Nazi Regime – perhaps its single most important objective. 

       - A goal that dominated Hitler just hours before his suicide. 
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"Above all I call upon the leaders of the nation and all followers to implacably oppose the universal prisoner of all races 
   the Jew." 



Adolf Hitler – Bunker   April 30, 1945

       - Discovery in spring of 1945 that reports of genocide in German Europe had not been exaggerated. 

- Nazi’s had systematically exterminated 6 million Jews and probably 1 million other people in factories called “camps” 

   that were in reality factories specifically designed for killing people and disposing of their bodies on a mass scale. 

      - Dauchau, Belsen, Auschwitz, and Buchenwald; The “shower baths” where the victims were gassed; the cremation 

        ovens; the human garbage dumps, arms and legs protruding obscenely from heaps of corpses like discarded furniture: 

        These Shocking spectacles mocked human pretensions of enlightenment and decency such as not even the slaughter of 

         the First World War had done.  

      - Hitler regime had gone beyond cruelty in coolly deliberately applying modern technology and business methods to the 

        destruction of human beings.  The death camps were mass production in reverse. 

      - Never again would it be possible to assume, as most of Western civilization had assumed for more than a century, that 

         reason, science, technology, and efficiency were moving human race toward an ever better furniture. 

      - If the atomic bomb showed that it was technologically feasible to destroy the world, the death camps proved that 

        governments and peoples were morally capable of doing so. 

    3. Victors: Only two genuine victors emerged that had little in common.  The United States and the Soviet Union faced 

         each other over a devastated Europe and East Asia. 

      - For two years leaders tried to preserve the war time alliance or, at least, to maintain the pretense of friendship and to 

         come to an understanding that would govern postwar relations.  

      - 1947 the two great powers were in a state of “Cold War”, belligerence without violent confrontation. At first, 

         Americans were annoyed rather than frightened by what they believed was Soviet ingratitude and treachery.  The 

         U.S. held the trump card, the atomic bomb. September 1949, the Soviets successfully tested a nuclear devise. 

     - Total destruction seemed likely to be unleashed sooner than later. 

B. Roots of Soviet-American Animosity: 

     1. Philosophies: 

     - Te origins of the cold war lay in the nature of Soviet communism, and American commitment to liberal democratic 

        principles. Incompatible beliefs. 

     - The Bolsheviks of 1917 believed that they could overcome the “sluggishness of history” and achieve their revolution 

        only by exercising dictatorial power at least temporarily.  

     - The U.S. found it impossible to come to terms with noncommunist dictators who were also ruthless, the American 

        commitment to maintaining an “open door” for trade and investment everywhere in the world was incompatible with 

        the Soviet determination to prevent capitalist economic penetration in the territory they controlled. 

    2. Suspicions: 

     - Marriage of necessity during the war against Germany. 

     - At no time did American or Russian policy makers believe that the conflict of interest had disappeared. 

     - Russians had suspicions of Great Britain and the United States. 

     - Since 1917, the Western nations had isolated and threatened to destroy the Bolshevik revolution. 

     - During the war Stalin seethed when Roosevelt and Churchill were slow to establish a second front in Europe. 

     - American and British were worried that after the war Communist Russia would be a great power for the first time

       and in a position to dominate its neighbors. 

C. An Insoluble Problem: 
    - FDR believed that he could handle Stalin’s frequently expressed determination that the nations bordering Russia be 

      friendly to it. Roosevelt apparently thought that he could ensure that Poland, Czechoslovakia, and the Balkan countries 

      would be democratic, open to American cooperation and trade while remaining friendly to the Soviet Union, not under 

      Russian control as “satellites”. 

   - This was naïve at best.  Eastern European countries particularly Poland, were historically enemies of Russia.  The 

      Soviets had joined the Germans in invading Poland in 1939.  Polish hatred of Russia was given new life in 1943 when 

      Germany released evidence that the Red Army had secretly massacred 5,000 captured Polish officers at Katyn in 1939.

   - Late in the war, with Russian troops advancing rapidly toward Warsaw, the Polish government in exile in London called 

      for an uprising behind German lines. At this point Stalin abruptly halted the Russian advance, and the relieved Germans 

      were able to butcher the poorly armed polish rebels.  

   - A democratic friendly Poland could not be subordinate to Russia in the sense that Stalin demanded Poland to be. 

- FDR died leaving an inexperienced and uninformed Truman to make a settlement with Stalin.
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D. Tehran, Yalta,: 

    - First at in Tehran 1943 and again in February 1945 at Yalta (a Soviet resort on the Black Sea) Roosevelt, Churchill, 

      and Stalin me to work out disagreements about the future of Germany and Poland. 

    - The three leaders agreed to partition Germany into four zones – American, British, French, and Soviet. 

    - Yalta agreement did include that the new Polish communist government would be sympathetic to the West, and 

      democratic elections should be held in the future. 

    - They did agree on the Declaration of Liberate Europe which asserted “the right of all people to choose the form 

       of government un which they will live.”

    - Allies promised that the people of Europe would be allowed “to create democratic institutions of their own choice”.  

      They also promised to create temporary governments that represented “all democratic elements” and pledged “the 

       earliest possible establishment through free elections of governments responsive to the will of the people”. 

     - The agreements were left vague deliberately so that everyone could agree with them and be settled in the future. 

    - They agreed that in Poland a government sympathetic to the Soviet Union should control post war policy.  When the 

       Soviets liberated Poland from German control they encourage Polish communist to set up a new Government.
E. Truman Draws a Line: 

    - Truman was not the sly manipulator Roosevelt had been.  His virtues as a man and a president were his frankness, 

       bluntness, and willingness to make and stick to a decision. 

    - Before Potsdam Truman summoned Soviet Ambassador V.M. Molotov to the white house and scolded him so harshly 

      for several apparent Russian policy turns that Molokov exclaimed, “I have never been talked to like that in my life!”

    - Potsdam Conference: Near Berlin Truman and Stalin  
    - By March of 1946 it was obvious that the Russians were not going to permit free elections in Poland.  While Truman 

      remained cautious in his official pronouncements on the subject, he gave full approval to Winston Churchill’s speech

      that month in Fulton, Missouri.  An “Iron Curtain” had descended across Europe, the former prime minister said, and 

      it was time for the Western democracies to call a halt to the expansion of Communism. 

    - In September 1946 Truman move more directly by firing Secretary of Commerce Henry A Wallace the one member of 

      his cabinet who called openly for accommodating the anxieties of the Soviet Union. 

F. Containment and the Truman Doctrine: 

   - 1947 Truman had a policy that went beyond “getting tough with the Russians.” 

   - First in a series of confidential memoranda (The Long Telegram – 5,540 word cable message explaining his view of 

      Soviet goal), and then in an article signed by “Mister X” in the influential journal Foreign Affairs, a Soviet expert in the 

      State Department, George F. Kennan, argued that because of the ancient Russian compulsion to expand to the west and 

      the virtually pathological Soviet fear of the Western nations, it would be impossible to come to a quick, amicable  

      settlement with Stalin. American policy must therefore be to contain Russian expansion by drawing clear limits as to 

      where the U.S. would tolerate Russian domination – namely, those parts of Europe that already were under Russian 

      control, and no more. 

  - Kennan felt the Soviet’s would test American resolve, but very carefully.  The Soviet Union did not want war any more 

    than did the U.S.; It (soviets) did want as much control as it could exercise without war. 

  - In time possibly a long time, when the Russian felt more secure, it would be possible to deal diplomatically with them 

     and establish a peace.  In the meantime, Cold War was preferable to bloodletting and the possibility of world destruction.

  - At the same time “containment policy” was being “leaked” to the public, Truman was presented with an opportunity to 

     put it into practice.  In 1947, the Soviets seemed to be steeping up their support of Communist guerrillas in Greece and 

     Communist parties in Italy and France. March 12, 1947 Truman asked congress to appropriate $400 million in military 

     assistance to the pro-Western governments of Greece and Turkey.  This policy of supporting anti-Communist regimes 

     with massive aid, even when they were less than democratic themselves, came to be known as the Truman Doctrine. 

  - First challenge to “containment policy” was Iran, in March 1946. During WWII, the U.S. had put troops in southern Iran 

     while Soviet troops occupied northern Iran to secure a supply line form the Persian Gulf. After the war, instead of 

     withdrawing as promised, the Soviet troops remained in northern Iran, Stalin then began demanding access to Iran’s oil 

     supplies.  To increase the pressure, Soviet troops helped local Communist in northern Iran establish a separate 

     government. 

   - Secretary of State James Byrnes sent Moscow a strong message demanding that they withdraw.  At the same time, the 

      Battleship Missouri sailed into the eastern Mediterranean.  Soviet forces withdrew, having been promised a joint Soviet-

      Iranian oil company.  The Iranian parliament later rejected the plan. 

   - Frustrated in Iran, Stalin turned to the straights of Dardanelles in Turkey a vital route from the Soviet Black Sea ports 

      to the Mediterranean.  For centuries Russia had wanted to control this strategic route.  

   - August 1946 Stalin demanded joint control of the Dardanelles with Turkey. Presidential Adviser Dean Acheson saw this 

      move as the first step in a Soviet plan to control the Middle East, and he advised Truman to make a show of force. 
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   - Truman responded “we might as well find out whether the Russians are bend on world conquest”. He then ordered the 

       new aircraft carrier Franklin D. Roosevelt to join the Missouri in the defending Turkey and the eastern Mediterranean. 

G. The Marshall Plan: 

   - On June 5, 1947, Secretary of State George C. Marshall proposed a much more ambitious program, which came to be 

     called the Marshall Plan. 

   - The U.S. would invest vast sums of money in the economic reconstruction of Europe.  Not only would the former 

     Western Allies be invited to apply for American assistance, but defeated Germany (now divided into two zones),

     the Soviet Union, and the nations behind Churchill’s Iron Curtain were also welcome to participate. 

  - Marshall and Truman calculated that Russia and its satellite states would reject the offer. 

  - 1947 Stalin’s troops were firmly in control of the countries of Eastern Europe, including the one nation there with strong 

     democratic traditions, Czechoslovakia.  

  - The Soviet condemned the Marshall Plan. Money was pumped only into those countries where a political purpose could 

     be served by overcoming the economic and social chaos in which Communism flourished. 

  - Containment worked because neither Greece, Turkey, Italy, or France feel to pro-Russian guerillas or Communist parties. 

  - Winston Churchill called the Marshall Plan “the most unsordid act in history.”  In a speech at Harvard University in 

     1947, George Marshall explained his intentions

    “The truth of the matter is that Europe’s requirements for the next 3 to 4 years of foreign food and other essential

      products – principally from America – are so much greater than her present ability to pay that she must have

     substantial additional help, or face economic, social, and political deterioration of a very grave character.  The

     remedy lies in breaking the vicious circle and restoring the confidence of the European people in the economic future

     of their own countries and of Europe as a whole.  The manufacture and the farmer throughout wide areas must be

    able and willing to exchange their products for currencies the continuing value of which is not open to question.”

H. Berlin Airlift: 

    - The Marshall Plan received the most severe test in June 1948 when Stalin blockaded West Berlin, deep in within 

       Communist East Germany.  

- Unable to provision Berlin a city of 2 million by overland routes, the Untied State could have given up Berlin or 

   invaded East Germany.  Instead, a massive airlift was organized.  For a year huge C-47’s and C-54’s flew in the 

   necessities and a few of the luxuries that the West Berliners needed in order to hold out.  

- By this action the Truman administration made it clear that the U.S. did not want war, but neither would it tolerate 

  further Soviet expansion.

- The Soviets responded as Kennan had predicted by not invading West Berlin or shooting down the airlift planes. 

- May 1949 having determined that the U.S. would not give in, the Soviet Union lifted the blockade.

I. NATO - North Atlantic Treaty Organization: 

     - April 1949, with Canada and nine European nations, the United States signed a treaty that established NATO, the first 

       peacetime military alliance in American history.  The NATO countries promised to consider an attack against any of 

       them as grounds fro going to war together.  

     - The Soviets responded with the Warsaw Pact, an alliance of the nations of Eastern Europe.  September 1949 the 

        Soviets exploded its first atomic bomb. 

     - Soon after the Soviets bomb the U.S. perfected the hydrogen bomb, a much more destructive weapon.  The nuclear 

       arms race was underway. 

VII. CONTAINMENT IN ASIA: 

A. Philippines and Japan: 

   - In Asia only the Philippines and Japan developed as firm American allies. 

   - Philippines were given independence in 1946 and the Philippines remained beholden to American financial aid and 

      responded with friendship.  

   - In Japan a prosperous capitalist democracy was emerging as consequence of the massive Marshall Plan type assistance 

     and enlightened military occupation under Douglas MacArthur.  Understanding Japanese traditions better than he 

     understood American, MacArthur established himself as a shogun, or a dictator who ruled while the emperor reigned. 

B. China Policy: 

   - During and after WWII, two governments claimed to represent the will of the Chinese people: the Kuomintang, or 

      Nationalist, regime of Chiang Kai-Shek, and the powerful Communist party and military force behind Mao Zedong.

   - Americans who were familiar with China urged Washington not to oppose Mao but to comer to terms with him. 

   - General Joseph W. Stilwell repeatedly warned Roosevelt that the people around Chiang were hopelessly corrupt and 

      unpopular, while Mao commanded the loyalty of China’s largest social class, the peasantry. 
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   - After the war, acting as a special envoy to China, George C. Marshall suggested that the Chinese Communists were not 

     necessarily tools of the Soviets but could be encouraged to chart an independent course through cooperation and 

     friendship.  

   - Mao was bent on revolutionary change at home, particularly in regard to land, which was in the hands of an elite allied to 

     Chiang. Nationalist did not find Mao’s program unattractive since the Kuomintang party included butchers of peasants 

     and thieves who misappropriated American material aid for their own profit. 

C. The China Lobby:  

- Supporting Chiang’s case was a “China Lobby” headed by Chiang’s brilliant wife, Madame Chiang, who spent much of

  her time in the Untied States. This group drew support from conservative congressmen; influential church leaders such 

  as the Catholic archbishop of New York, Francis Cardinal Spellman; and much of the press, the most importantly 

  Henry L. Luce, the publisher of Time magazine, and Clare Boothe Luce, a Republican congresswoman and eloquent 

  speaker. 

   - 1949 the China Lobby bombarded the American public with false information: - most Chinese support Chiang; - Chiang

      was defeating Mao’s forces on the battlefield; - Mao was a Soviet stooge like the puppet leaders of Eastern Europe. 

   - Most Americans were shocked when Chiang fled the mainland in 1949 for the island province of Taiwan (Formosa – 

      Japanese Name). 

   - The China Lobby responded that Chiang had been betrayed by inadequate American support. They urged that he be 

      “unleashed” for an assault on the mainland. 

 - Truman and his new Secretary of State Dean Acheson, knew better than to unleash Chiang Kai-Shek. To have done so  

    would have meant either humiliation when he was defeated or involvement in a war on the mainland of Asia, which 

    every military strategist, from Douglass MacArthur on down, warned against. 

 - Marshall and Stilwell’s advice had been ignored.  Whether American friendship would have significantly changed the 

    course of Chinese history under Mao Zedong is beyond certain knowledge.  What was known is that China as a foe was 

    dangerous and unpredictable precisely because China was not, as Americans continued to believe, a Soviet satellite. 

D. Containment Policy Falters: 

  - Truman and Acheson were applying the principals of containment to East Asia when event left them behind.  

  - No one, including Truman and Acheson were quite sure were the lines of containment was to be drawn. 

  - Japan of course was off limits but Tiiwan, Quemoy, and Matsu three small islands off the coast of China that were also 

    occupied by Chiang’s Nationalist?  

  - What about the Republic of Korea, set up by the U.S. in the southern half of the former Japanese colony Chosen? 

     Bordered on the north at the 38th Parallel – (North Latitude), to be protected like the Nations of Western Europe? 

  - Dean Acheson was vague and Truman was indecisive.  As in 1914 and again in 1950 the two weak countries The 

    Communist government of North Korea and the government of Syngman Rhee in South Korea exchanged ever more 

    serious threats.  In June responding to South Korean troop movements, the North Korean army swept across the 38th 

    Parallel and quickly drove Rhee’s ROK (Republic of Korea) troops to the toe of the peninsula.

E. The Korean War: 

   - Truman had already stationed an American fleet in the Korean waters, and he responded immediately and forcibly. 

   - Thanks to the calculated absence of the Soviet delegation to the United Nations, Truman was able to win the minimal 

      vote necessary to make the UN the sponsor of a “Police Action” on the peninsula.  

   - General MacArthur took command of the expedition. 

   - In a brilliant maneuver MacArthur engineered an amphibious landing at Inchon, deep behind North Korean lines, 

      cutting off and capturing 100,000 North Korean troops. 

   - The American and ROKs then surged rapidly northward, crossing the 38th parallel in September of 1950. By October 

      26, they had captured virtually the whole peninsula.  At one point American troops stood on the banks of the Yalu 

      River, which divides Korea and Chinese Manchuria. 

   - By winning so quickly prevented Truman and the UN from reflecting on MacArthur’s assurances that the Chinese 

     would not intervene in the war. 

- McArthur was wrong. With coal and iron deposits in Manchuria was vital Mao’s plan to industrialize China. 

- Furthermore in Chinese history the northeastern province had, twice before, been the avenue through which the 

  Middle Kingdom (China) had been invaded. 

- Mao threw 200,000 volunteers at the Americans. By the end of 1950 these volunteers still hardened by the war with 

   Chiang, drove MacArthur back to a line that zigzagged across the 38th parallel.  There whether because the Chinese 

   were willing to settle for a “draw” or because American troops found their footing and dug in, stalemate ensued.  

- For two years, the Americans, ROKs, and token delegations of troops from other United Nations countries slugged it 

   out to little effect with North Koreans and Chinese. 

- Both sides sustained high casualties in hopes of capturing hills and ridges that did not even have names, only numbers. 
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     - Even after truce talks began first at Kaesong and then in a truce zone at Panmunjom, the war dragged on. 

- The Chinese had won their goal which was to protect their borders, and the Americans had ensured the independence 

   of the Republic of Korea.  

F. The Fall of MacArthur: 

     - American people were frustrated.  Five years after WWII 5.7 million young men in uniform. 54,000 killed and 100,000 

       wounded. Defense expenditures soared from $40 billion in 1950 to $71 billion in 1952. 

    - Truman and Acheson goals was containment but having contained they were unable to conclude hostilities. 

    - Spring 1951 General MacArthur offered a solution.  Forgetting his own warning against a war with Chinese in China, 

      and perhaps bruised in the ego by the stalemate, he complained to reporters that the only reason he had not own the war 

      was that Truman would not permit him to bomb the enemy’s supply depots in Manchuria.  

    - In April MacArthur went further; he sent a letter to Republican congressman Joseph W. Martin in which he wrote that 

      “there is no substitute for victory” and directly assailed the commander in chief for accepting a stalemate. 

   - The violation of civilian command appalled Truman’s military advisers and on April 11, the president fired MacArthur. 

   - The American people remembering MacArthur’s accomplishments in WWII and reckoning that he knew better how to 

      fight than Truman did, cheered the old warriors return to the states. Ticket tape parades in every city he visited, and 

      addressed Congress in a broadcast speech that was listened to by more people than Truman inaugural address in 1949.

   - MacArthur concluded his address to Congress by quoting the line from an old barracks song, “old soldiers never die; 

      they just fade away”. 

- Establishing a command headquarters at New York’s Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, he continued to issue political 

  proclamations.  MacArthur was seeking the Republican nomination for the presidency in 1952; then he would battle 

  Truman’s containment policy with his promises of victory in the Cold War. 

   - As Truman had calculated that MacArthur had spent a great majority of his life outside the U.S. and was handicapped by 

     a messianic vision of himself – he thought the people would come to him.  They did not and enthusiasm for the general 

     faded within a few months. MacArthur was left to spend his final years in obscurity. 

VIII. THE ANXIETY YEARS:   

A. 1948 Election: 

      - Truman’s popularity was on the upswing though no political expert gave him a chance to survive the presidential 

         election in November. 

      - The Democrats had been in power longer than any party since the Virginia dynasty of Jefferson, Madison, and 

        Monroe. The inefficiency of many government bureaucracies was undeniable, and the rumors of corruption were 

         persistent. 

      - To make things worse the party split three ways: 

     1. Henry A. Wallace - led the left wing liberals into the newly formed progressive party.  He claimed to be the true heir 

         of New Deal Liberalism and insisted that their was no reason to abandon the nations wartime friendship with the 

         Soviet Union.  

     2. Strom Thurmond of South Carolina – The Deep South Democrats angered by Truman’s civil rights reforms and 

         an even strong plank in the party platform written by the may of Minnesota Hubert H. Humphrey, formed The State 

         Rights or Dixiecrat Party. 

       - Thurmond had no more chance of winning than did Truman.  His purpose was to take credit for denying Truman the

         election and thus impress on the Democratic party the necessity of sticking with their traditional support of racial 

         segregation in the South. 


- 1947 Truman commissioned a committee on Civil Rights that reported about racial segregation. Truman sent its 

               far reaching recommendations to Congress, where an alliance of complacent Republicans and Dixiecrats killed

  them. 


- Truman responded with an Executive order that banned racial discrimination in the army and navy, in the civil 

 
  service, and in companies that did business with the federal government. 

       - Presented with what looked like a victory the Republicans choose the safe candidate Thomas A. Dewey over the 

         controversial anti-New Deal conservative Robert A. Taft, and Dewey did just as the rules of electioneering said 

         he should.  

       - Dewey ran a low key, noncommittal campaign.  He would not jeopardize a sure win by saying anything that would 

         alienate any group of voters. 

      - Faced with certain defeat, had nothing to lose by speaking out.  “Give ‘em Hell , Harry,” a supporter shouted at a rally, 

         and Truman did. During the Summer of 1948 he called the Congress into special session an a corps of assistants led by 

         Clark Clifford sent bill after bill to the Republican Congress. As the Congress voted down his proposals, Truman 

         toured the country blaming the nations problems on the “no-good, do nothing” Congress.  
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  - On election night editors of the Republican Chicago Tribune glanced at the early returns, which favored Dewey, and 

        put out editions that declared the New Yorker to be the new President.  After going to bed early figuring he had lost 

       Truman took great pleasure in posing for photographs while pointing to their headlines – for Dewy had not won.  

       Truman won by a whopping 303 to 189 electoral vote. 

B. Twenty Years of Treason: 

      - Many Americans came to believe that the failure to achieve any security in the years following WWII was the result 

         of widespread reason and subversion within the U.S. 


      - The view that at Yalta President Roosevelt had sold out Eastern Europe was an expression of this paranoid streak. 

      - March 1947, Truman ordered all government employees to sign loyalty oaths, statements that they did not belong to 

        the Communist party, or other groups suspected of disloyalty. 30 states followed this example down to the janitors. 

     - 1948 Truman allowed his supporters to “Red Bait” Henry Wallace in his presidential Campaign.  Wallace was eccentric 

        entertaining all kinds of bizarre religious ideas and was assuredly mistaken in his ideas of the Soviet Union. 

     - The problem with “Red Bait” was that the Democrats had been running the country for twenty years and the spread the 

        fear of the enemy from within. 

     - 1952 frustrated right wing Republicans such as John Bricker of Ohio, William F. Knowland of California, and Karl 

        Mundt of North Dakota raised the spectator “of twenty years of treason”.  The two chief beneficiaries of the scare were 

        Richard M. Nixon, a young first term congressman for Southern California, and Joseph McCarthy, the junior senator 

        from Wisconsin. 

C. Alger Hiss: 

     - Richard M. Nixon built his career on the ashes of a former New Dealer named Alger Hiss. Hiss had risen to be a middle 

        level aide to Roosevelt at the time of the Yalta Conference. He was aloof and fastidious in his manner, and was a 

        militant liberal. 

     - 1948, a journalist named Whitaker Chambers, who confessed to having been a Communist during the 1930s, accused 

        Hiss of having helped him funnel classified American documents to the Soviet Union. Chambers had a reputation for 

        erratic behavior and making things up. 

     - From a legal point of view, there seemed scant reason to pursue the matter; all the act of which Hiss was accused had 

        transpired to long in the past to be prosecuted, and he was no longer in the government service.  Hiss forced the issue to 

        a reckoning.  He indigently swore under oath that everything Chambers said was false.  Indeed, Hiss insisted, he did 

        not even know Chambers. 

     - Richard M. Nixon pursued the Hiss case when other Republicans began to loose interest. Nixon persuaded Chambers to 

        produce microfilms that seemed to show that this had indeed retyped classified documents for some reason, and in 

        cross-examination at congressional hearings, poked hole after hole in Hiss’s defense. Largely because of Nixon’s 

        efforts, Hiss was convicted of perjury.  

     - Additional thousands of Americans wondered how many other bright New Dealers were spies. More than one 

       Republican pointed out that Hiss had been a friend of none other than the “no-win” Secretary of State Dean Acheson 

       and that the men resembled each other in their manners and appearance.  

D. The Rosenbergs: 

     - Many Americans believed that the Soviet Union could not have produced an atomic bomb in 1949 without help. 

     - 1950 the hunt for spies led to British Scientist Klaus Fuchs, who admitted sending information to the Soviet Union. 

     - Fuchs testimony led the FBI to arrest Julius and Ethel Rosenberg a New York Jewish couple who were members of 

        the Communist Party.  The government charged them with heading a Soviet Spy ring. 

     - The Rosenberg’s denied the charges but were condemned to death for espionage. Many people believed that they were 

        not leaders or spies, but victims caught up in the wave of anti-Communist frenzy.   

     - Appeals, public expression of support, and pleas for clemency failed, and the couple were executed in June 1953. 
E. Project Venona: 

     - Their was solid evidence of the Rosenberg’s guilt, and Soviet espionage, all though very few knew it at the time. 

     - 1946 American cryptographers working for a project code named “Venona” cracked the Soviet spy code of the time, 

        enabling them to read approximately 3,000 messages between Moscow and the United States collected during the 

        Cold War. 

      - The messages confirmed extensive Soviet spying and sent federal investigators on a massive hunt.  

      - To keep the Soviets from learning how thoroughly the United States had penetrated their codes authorities chose not 

         to make the intercepted messages public. 

      - 1995 the government chose to reveal Project Venona’s existence providing strong evidence of the Rosenberg’s guilt. 
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F. Senator Joe McCarthy: 

     - Senator from Wisconsin and unlikely character to play a major role in American government. 

     - Awkward, he was crude, bullying man who seems to have been less cruel than uncomprehending of what cruelty was. 

     - McCarthy was facing election in 1950 in which he seemed sure to be defeated, so lack luster had been his record in the

        Senate. 

     - Almost by accident McCarthy discovered the anxiety about Communist subversion was his ticket to a kind of political 

        stardom. 

     - 1950 McCarthy told a Republican audience at Wheeling, West Virginia, that he possessed a list of 205 communist who 

        were working in the State Department with the full knowledge of the Secretary of State Acheson.  In other Acheson 

        himself, as well as other high ranking government officials, actively abetted Communist subversion. 

     - McCarthy had no such list only two days later he couldn’t remember if he had said 205 or 57 names. He never released 

        a single name and never fingered a single communist in the government. 

    - The “Big Lie” technique – making a falsehood so fabulous and retelling it so often, that people believe that “it must be 

        true”.  Several Senators publicly denounced McCarthy.  McCarthy showed just how sensitive the nerve of American 

        anxiety was.  Senator Millard Tydings of Maryland whose family name gave him practically a proprietary interest in 

        a Senate seat in that state.  McCarthy threw his support behind Tyding’s unknown opponent in 1950, forged a 

        photograph showing Tydings shaking hands with American Communist party leader Earl Browder, and the Senator 

        went down in defeat. 

G. McCarthyism: 

    - After Tyding’s defeat, civil libertarians outside politics worried because Senators who opposed McCarthy’s smear 

      tactics were afraid to speak up lest they suffer the same fate. 

    - In the 1952 congressional elections the Republicans gain control. McCarthy became chairman of the Senate 

      Subcommittee on investigations.  Using his power to force government officials to testify about alleged Communist

      influences, McCarthy turned the investigation into a witch hunt – disloyalty based on flimsy evidence and irrational 

      fears.  Tactic of damaging reputations with vague and unfounded charges became known as McCarthyism. 

    - By 1952 McCarthy was so powerful that Republican presidential candidate Dwight D. Eisenhower, who worshipped 

       his former commander George C. Marshall and detested the vulgar McCarthy, reframed from praising Marshall in 

      Wisconsin because the former Secretary of State was one of McCarthy’s “traitors”. 

    - Liberal Democrats in Congress rushed to prove their loyalty by voting for dubious laws such as the McCarran Internal 
      Security Act, which effectively outlawed the communist party, by defining dozens of liberal lobby groups as 

      Communist fronts and even by providing for the establishment of concentration camps in the event of a national 

      emergency. 

    - Even the Supreme Court fell into line with in the case of Dennis et al. v. United States 1951: By a vote of 6 to 2 the 

      Supreme Court agreed it was a crime to advocate the forcible overthrow of the government, a position that Communists

      were defined as holding by virtue of their membership in the party. 

    - Only a very few opinion makers outside of politics, such as cartoonist Herbert Block and television commentator 

      Edward R. Murrow, and a few universities, including the university of Wisconsin in McCarthy’s own state refused to 

      be intimidated by him.

    - In 1954 McCarthy accused the U.S. army of being infiltrated by Communism.  Alerted to his intentions the U.S. Army 

      conducted its own investigation and found no spies or any suspicion of espionage. Furious with the denial, McCarthy

      took his investigation onto television.  He questioned and harassed officers in such a harsh voice, harassing them about 

      trivial detail and accusing them of misconduct. 

   - With television McCarthy’s support during the Army-McCarthy hearings began to fade.  

   - To strike back at the Army lawyer Joseph Welch, McCarthy brought up the past of a young lawyer who had been a

      member of a Communist front organization during his law school years.  Welch knew of the young mans past, exploded: 

     “Until this moment, I think I never really gauged your cruelty or your recklessness… You have done enough. Have 

      you no decency, sir, at long last? Have you left no sense of decency?”

   - Spectators cheered. McCarthy was censured by the Senate by a vote of 72 to 22.  He would become only the third time in 

      history the Senate had censured a member.  McCarthy remained in the Senate intimidating no one, and died a bitter 

      drunk two years later. 

H. IKE – Dwight D. Eisenhower: 

    - In 1948 Truman told Eisenhower that he would gladly step aside if Ike would accept the democratic nomination for 

      president. Eisenhower was not interested, tuning down the Republicans, too. 

   - He was a career military man who, unlike MacArthur believed that soldiers should stay out of politics. 

   - Their isn’t any evidence that Eisenhower ever voted before 1948. 

   - Eisenhower accepted the presidency of Columbia University, found the job of shepherding academic intolerable, and 

      took a leave of absence to command NATO troops in Europe. 
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  - Eisenhower became increasingly distressed by the revelations of petty corruption among Truman aides, security 

      problems, and the administration’s apparent inability to end the Korean War. 

   - Eisenhower drifted into close association with wealthy eastern businessmen who dominated the moderate wing of the 

      Republican party and placed no ideology above the goal of defeating the Democrats in a national election.  They 

      showered Ike with gifts and financial advice. As an administrator himself, something of a businessman in uniform, 

      Eisenhower found it easy to absorb their political attitudes. 

   - Republicans were disturbed about the corruption in government and particularly the excessive government expenditures. 

   - “I Like Ike” – became the campaign slogan – immensely popular as a person.

   - Homey lack of pretension, his charming boyish smile, and his superb self control that exuded both confidence and  

   authority. He did not excite people, he reassured them. 

   - The Democrats chose Adlai E. Stevenson the governor of Illinois – liberal but took no part in the Truman 

      administration. 

    - Stevenson labored under having to defend Truman’s unpopular administration or loose his support.  Eisenhower 

      supporters pointed out that “eggheads” like Stevenson were responsible for the current mess in Washington; finally, in 

      October before the election Eisenhower promised a way out of the mess in Korea. 

    - Ike won 55 percent of the popular vote and 442 electoral votes to Steven’s 89.
     - Eisenhower went to Korea – recognizing that an all out offensive was foolish he threatened the use of the atomic bomb.  

        The threat was enough to bring the hostilities to a close in July 1953. 

     - The Korean War ended with the acceptance of a stalemate and satisfaction with containment rather than victory that 

        MacArthur demanded.

    - With the termination of the war and the death in March 1953 of Soviet Dictator Joseph Stalin, the 1950s promised to

       be a decade of normalcy. 

IX. MORE BANG FOR THE BUCK:  

A. Eisenhower’s Massive Retaliation: 

    - 1953 less than a year after the U.S. had successfully tested its first H-Bomb (hydrogen bomb) the USSR had one. 

    - Americans prepared by for a surprise attack by preparing bomb shelters.  

    - In bomb drills students learned to “duck and cover” under their desk, turning away from the windows and covering 

      their heads with their hands – this would protect you from the nuclear blast. 

    - Eisenhower was convinced that key to winning the cold war was not simply military might but also a strong economy. 

      The U.S. had to show the world that free enterprise could produce a better and more prosperous society than 

      communism.  

    - Eisenhower felt that a large standing army would exhaust the economy – the nation must be prepared to use atomic 

       weapons in all forms – nuclear weapons he said gave “more bang for the bucks”.  

     - Korea taught Eisenhower that the U.S. could not contain communism by fighting a series of small and expensive and 

       unpopular wars. 

     - The threat of Nuclear War if a communist state tried to seize territory by force became known as Massive Retaliation. 

     - Ike cut military spending form $50 billion to $34 billion. 

     - Increased the U.S. arsenal of nuclear weapons from 1953 – 1,000 bombs to 1961 – 18,000 bombs. 

B. Sputnik: 

     - 1952 The U.S. Air Force unveiled the huge B-52 Bomber, which was designed to fly across continents and drop nuclear 

        bombs anywhere in the world. 

     - Because Bombers could be shot down, Eisenhower also began development of intercontinental ballistic missiles 

       (ICBMs) that could deliver bombs anywhere in the world. 

     - Eisenhower also began a program to build submarines capable of launching nuclear missiles. 

     - Americans were shocked to learn the Soviets already had long range nuclear missiles. 

     - October 4, 1957 the Soviets launched Sputnik, the first artificial satellite to orbit the earth. This technological triumph 

       alarmed Americans, who looked at it as a sign that America was falling behind the Soviet Union in missile technology. 

    - The following year Congress created the National Aeronautic and Space Administration – NASA to coordinate 

       research in rocket science and space exploration. 

    - Congress further passed the National Defense Education Act – NDEA, which provided funds for education and 

      training in science, math, and foreign languages. 
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C. Brinkmanship: 

    - Eisenhower’s willingness to threaten nuclear war to maintain peace worried some people. 

    - Secretary of State John Foster Dulles – dominant figure in the nation’s foreign policy in the 1950s strongly defended 

      the policy: 

      “You have to take chances for peace, just as you must take chances in war.  Some say that we were brought to the verge of war.  Of course we were brought to the verge or war.  The ability to get to the verge without getting into war is the necessary act…. If you try to run away form it, if you are scared to got the brink, you are lost.  We’ve had to look it square in the face… We walked to the brink and we looked it in the face.  We took strong action.”

   - Critics called this brinkmanship – the willingness to go to the brink of war to force the other side to back down – and 

      argued that it was to dangerous. 

D. The Taiwan Crisis: 

     - 1953 Dulles hinted that he would support Chiang Kai-Shek if the exiled nationalist Chinese leader invaded the 

       Communist People’s Republic, and he led the peoples of Eastern Europe to believe that Americans would come to 

        their aid if they rebelled against the Soviets. 

     - 1954 China began to shell two small islands controlled by Chiang Nationalist – Quemoy and Matsu, Ike and Dulles 

        quickly backed off. 

     - Eisenhower asked Congress to authorize the use of force to defend Taiwan, that any attempt to invade, Taiwan would

        be resisted by American naval forces stationed nearby. 

     - The shelling became ritual a far more “limited war” than Korea – at one point, the Communist insisted on only the right  

        to attack on odd days of the month.  

     - Eisenhower and Dulles hinted that they would use nuclear weapons to stop an invasion. Soon after China backed down. 

E. The Suez Crisis: 

     - 1955 Eisenhower’s goal in the Middle East was to prevent Arab nations from aligning with the Soviet Union. 

     - To build support among Arabs Dulles offered to help Egypt finance the construction of a Dam on the Nile River. The 

        Egyptian eagerly accepted the offer by the Americans. 

     - Egyptian had bought weapons from communist Czechoslovakia – Congress forced Dulles to withdraw the offer. 

     - A weak later, Egyptian troops seized control of Suez Canal from the Anglo-French company that had controlled it. 

     - The Egyptians had planned to use the canal’s profits to pay for the Dam. 

     - 1956 British and French troops invaded Egypt.  Eisenhower was furious with France and England declaring that they 

        had mad a “complete mess and botch of things”.  

    - The Soviet Union threatened rocket attacks on Britain and France and offered to send troops to help Egypt.  

    - Eisenhower immediately put American nuclear forces on alert.  

    - Under strong American pressure the British and French called off their invasion.  

    - The Soviet Union had won a major diplomatic victory and soon afterward other Arab nations began accepting Soviet 

       aid as well. 

X. FIGHTING COMMUNISM COVERTLY: 

A. The Central Intelligence Agency – CIA: 

       - Eisenhower relied on brinkmanship on several occasions, but he knew it could not work in all situations – it could 

          prevent war, but it could not, for example prevent Communists from staging revolutions within countries. 

       - To prevent Communists uprising in other countries, Eisenhower decided to use covert, or hidden, operations 

          conducted by the CIA. 

       - CIA operated in developing nations with primary agricultural economies. Many of these countries blamed imperialism 

         and American capitalism for their problems. America feared that these nations leaders would align themselves with 

         the Soviet Union or even state a Communist revolution. 

       - One way to stop developing nations from moving into the communist camp was to provide them with financial aid.  

       - In some cases, however, where the threat of communism seemed stronger, the CIA staged covert operations to 

         overthrow anti-American leaders and replace them with pro-American leaders. 

B. Iran and Guatemala: 

      1. Iran: 

       - 1953 Iranian prime minister Mohammed Mossadegh had already nationalized the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company.  

       - Mossadegh seem ready to make a deal with the Soviet Union for oil. 

       - Mossadegh moved against the pro-American Shah of Iran, who was temporarily forced into exile. 

       - Dulles quickly sent agents to organize street riots and arranged a coup that ousted Mossadegh, and the Shah  

          returned to power. 
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      2. Guatemala: 

        - 1954 the CIA acted to protect American owned property in Guatemala. 

        - 1951 Jacobo Arbenz Guzman won the presidency with communist support. 

        - His land reform program took over large estates, including those of the American owned United Fruit Company. 

        - May 1954 Communist Czechoslovakia delivered arms to Guatemala.  

        - The CIA responded by arming the Guatemalan opposition and training them at secret camps n Nicaragua and 

           Honduras.   

        - Shortly after these CIA trained forces invaded Guatemala, Arbenz Guzman left office. 

C. Uprising in Hungary: 

 - 1956 Nikita Khrushchev emerged as the successor to Stalin.  Khrushchev attacked Stalin’s policies in a secret 

   speech  to Soviet Leaders.  He insisted that there were many ways to build a Communist society.  The CIA obtained 

   a copy with Eisenhower’s permission the CIA broadcasted it across Eastern Europe. 

- Many Europeans frustrated with communism – riots erupted in the streets. 

       - 1956 Dulles’s talk of rolling back the iron curtain contributed to a more tragic event. 

       - Anti-Soviet Hungarians rebelled and took control of Budapest.  The Soviets hesitate, as though waiting to see what the

         Americans would do.  They regarded Hungary as vital to their security, but feared all out war on the issue. 

      - Eisenhower and Dulles did nothing: Soviet tanks and infantry rolled into Budapest, easily squashing the revolution. 

      - The net effect of the episode was to undercut confidence in Dulles’s bold words throughout the world.    

D. Continuing Tensions: 

      - Hungary forced Khrushchev to reassert Soviet power and the superiority of communism. Previously he had supported 

        “peaceful coexistence” with capitalism. 

      - Khrushchev accused the capitalist countries of starting a “feverish arms race”.  

      - 1957 after the launch of Sputnik, Khrushchev boasted, “We will bury capitalism… your grandchildren will live under 

        communism.” 

     - 1958 Khrushchev demanded that the U.S., Great Britain, and France withdraw their troops from West Berlin.  

     - Dulles refused and warned that NATO would respond if attacked - Brinkmanship ruled out and Khrushchev backed 

       down.

     - 1959 to improve relations Eisenhower invited Khrushchev to visit the U.S. – the visit went well and the two agreed to 

        hold a summit in Paris in 1960. 

    - Khrushchev made the nation laugh after being denied entry into Disneyland for security reasons, when he exclaimed 

       the real reason was the amusement park was a disguise for rocket installations. 

    - May 5, Khrushchev announced that the Russians had shot down an American plan in their air space. 

    - It was a U-2 piloted by Frances Gary powers, he was alive an confessed to being a spy.

    - Khrushchev hinted that Ike should lay the blame on subordinates in hopes of subduing the situation and saving the trip. 

    - Ike acknowledge his personal approval of all U-2 flights.  

    - Khrushchev attacked Eisenhower as being a warmonger and canceled his invitation to tour Russia. 

   E. Farewell Address: 

     - 1961 Eisenhower delivered a farewell address to the nation where he pointed out that a new relationship had developed 

        between the military establishment and the defense industry. He wanted Americans to be on guard against the 

        immense influence of the Military Industrial Complex, in a democracy. 

     “I confess I lay down my official responsibility in this field with a definite sense of disappointment… I wish I could say that a lasting peace is in sight.”

XI. Ike’s Leadership: 

 A. Sherman Adams: 

   - Reassurance is what Dwight D. Eisenhower gave Americans about 1950s. 

   - Ended the Korean war and kept the peace through two full terms in office. 

   - Replaced the jaded political pros, earnest intellectuals, and reform minded liberals of the Democratic years with 

     administrators like himself, and with wealthy businessmen who had become his friends. 

   - “Eight millionaires and a plumber”.  Martin Durkin, the leader of the AFL plumbers union resigned within a year to be 

      replaced by another rich businessmen. 

   - Eisenhower’s policy was not to get into political disputes and leave the shouting to subordinates.    

   - Sherman Adams of New Hampshire, screened every person who applied to see the president.  Adams turned away 

      anyone who might involve Ike in a controversy, or trick him into making an embarrassing statement.  

   - Ike dislike reading more than a page or so on any subject.  Adams job was to summarize every document sent to Ike. 

   - Critics claimed Adams had more power than he should and that he made many presidential level decisions. 
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   - 1958 Adams rigged some government decisions in favor of a friend, businessmen Bernard Goldfine, he was forced to 

      resign his post, Eisenhower bitterly resented the loss of his right hand man. 

 B. Election in 1956: 

   - In 1956 when Ike ran against Adlai Stevenson, a year after suffering a serious heart attack and just a few months after 

     undergoing major abdominal surgery, the voters re-elected him by an even larger margin than in 1952. 

   - Better Ike in questionable health than Stevenson, who was inculcated with New Deal ideas about reform and might 

     unsettle a tranquil decade. 

 C. We’re in the Money: 

   - Majority of Americans, the 1950s were good times, an age of unprecedented prosperity. 

   - There had not been a shift in the distribution of wealth: 

   - Lowest 20 percent of the population earned 3 to 4 percent of the national income that they had earned in 1920s.  

   -  The wealthiest 20 percent of the population continued to enjoy 44 to 45 percent of national income. 

   - Proportionately, therefore, the middle 60 percent of the population were no better off than before. 

   - What made the difference was the size of the pie from which all were taking allotted slices. America was vastly richer

      as a result of the extraordinary economic growth of the Second World War decade. 

   - Middle Americans found themselves with a great deal of discretionary income – money not need for the basic survival. 

   - Discretionary income 1950s $100 billion compared to 1940s $40 billion. 

   - With the Great Depression and WWII behind them the newly affluent Americans itched to spend their riches on goods 

     and services that made life more comfortable, varied, and stimulating. 

 D. Enjoy Yourself: 

   - Middle class indulged its self with more meats and vegetables and fewer of the bulk starchy foods (breads and potatoes) 

      that had sustained their parents. 

   - Mass produced convenience foods such as frozen vegetables became staples of middle class diet – could be cooked 5 to 

     10 minutes freeing people to enjoy additional leisure time. 

   - Buy clothes to be in style became the nor for tens of millions rather than just the rich. Mass productions imitated the 

     creations of Paris couturiers with affordable departments store versions of the latest and the designers encouraged the

      impulse to be ahead of the neighbors. 

- 1954 a Walt Disney television program about the nineteenth century frontiersman and politician Davy Crockett inspired 

      a mania for coonskin caps. 

   - 1958 a toy manufacture brought out a plastic version of an Australian exercise device, a hoop that was twirled about the 

      hips though a hula like gyrations.  Overnight 30 million “hula hoops” were sold for $1.98 and after the fad declined as 

      little as 50 cents. 

   - Numerous manias of the 1950s were instigated and promoted by advertising. 

   - Chlorophyll became the rage of the early 1950s when manufacturers of more than 90 products, ranging from chewing 

     gum, through soap and dog food, said the organic green chemical improved the odor of the breath and body of those who 

     ate or chewed it, shampooed or bathed in it. America responded by spending $135 million on the products. 

   - The American Medical Association pointed out that goats (known for their smell) ate chlorophyll all day, every day. 

   - College students competed to see how many could fit in a phone booth or a Volkswagen. 

E. The Tube: 

   - The most significant new consumer item of the 1950s, became the greatest force for conformism, was the home 

      television receiver. 

   - 1946 there were only 8,000 privately owned receivers in the U.S. – about 1 in every 18,000 people. 

   - 1950s almost 4 million sets had been sold, one for every 32 people in the country. 

   - 1960 skeletons of obsolete small screen receivers were conspicuous in dumps even in rural states. 

   - 1970 more American households were equipped with a television set than had refrigerators, bathtubs, or indoor toilets. 

   - Short run television seemed to destroy other kinds of popular entertainment such as the movies, social dancing, and 

      radio. Hollywood studios that specialized in churning out low budget films for neighborhood theaters went bankrupt 

      when empty neighborhood theaters closed their doors and decayed. 

   - Companies like Metro Goldwyn-Mayer, Columbia Pictures, and Warner Brothers survived and prospered by 

      concentrating on expensive, grandiose epics that could not be duplicated on the small black and white home screen. 

   - With deserted dance halls the big bans that had toured the country since the 1930s broke up. 

   - Americans were soon watching the tv some three hours a day. 
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F. Social Consequences of Television: 

   - Older Americans socialized with each other less. 

   - Americans watched Milton Berle, a burlesque comic became a national sensation: sensation comedies, about white 

      middle class families supposedly like themselves; and particularly westerns.  

  - Gunsmoke was the most popular.  Ronald Reagan’s career was revived by Death Valley Days. 

  - Critics argued that people seemed to barricade themselves in, hushing up or resenting all interruptions. 

  - The Frozen food industry created the “TV dinner”, a complete meal that could be put in and taken out of the oven 

     during commercials or station breaks, and eaten in silence on metal trays. 

G. Fears for the Future: 

   - Educators were concerned about the passive enthusiasm with which children born in the television age were enslaved to 

      the tube. Networks filled much of late afternoon and Saturday and Sunday mornings. Sponsored by toys and children’s 

      fast cereals and sweets. 

   - Adults continued to read after the introduction of TV, but children did not. 

   - 1955 a book by Rudolf Fleisch called “Why Johnny Can’t Read” presented Americans with disturbing evidence that 

      they were raising a generation of functional illiterates. 

   - Regardless of class, race, occupation, or religion, Americans took television to their hearts.  For good or ill, they were 

      exposed at the same moment to the same entertainment, commercials, and even speech patterns. 

   - National businesses discovered that they could compete with local merchants thanks to the hypnotic influence of 

      television advertising. 

   - 1960s American towns began to look alike with the growth of chain supermarkets and national franchise companies that 

      drove family owned businesses into bankruptcy. 

   - Regional variations in speech declined because the network and even local news programs preferred announcers who 

      spoke “Standardized English”. 

   - City people and country people who had been sharply divided by hostile world views in the previous generation, came to 

      look, speak, and think alike. 



Television In America







Year

TV Households
% of American Homes









1945 

          
5,000


-------

       





1950

      3,880,000


   9.0

    





1955

    30,700,000


 64.5

 



1960

    45,750,000
 
              87.1


    





1970

    59,550,000


 95.2


1978

    72,900,000

              98.0

 XII. Suburbia and Its Values: 

A. Flight from the cities:

      - The essence of good living in the 1950s was to escape from the cities (and country) and set up housekeeping in a 

         single home dwelling in the Suburbs.  This massive movement of population in the late 1940s and 1950s was an 

         expression of anti-urban bias that dates back to the nation’s rural beginnings.  

      - 1945 young couples who had delayed marriage for 5 years due to war rushed into marriage, childbearing, and

         searching for a place to live. 

      - Rapid construction of whole new “tracts” or “developments” on the outskirts of cities far enough from the centers that 

         the piece of land was reasonable, but close enough that bread winners could get to their jobs. 

      - 1946 - 1 million new housing starts and in 1950 – 2 million; compared with the 1946 – 142,000. 
B. Levittown: 

      - The first of the great suburban developments was Levittown, New York, the brainchild of a family company that 

         adapted the assembly line to home building. 

      - In order to keep prices low, the Levitt brothers used cheap materials and only a few different blueprints. The houses of 

         the suburbs were identical, constructed all at once and very quickly. 

      - Within four years Levittown, New York was transformed from a potato farm into a city of 17,000 homes.  

      - Levittown copies sprung up by other developers on the outskirts of cities through out the country. 

C. Conformists…? ….Or Social Pioneers? 

      - Suburbia attracted social and cultural criticism saying the new communities were distressingly homogeneous: 

      - 95 percent white young (20 to 35 years old), married couples with infant children who made roughly the same income 

        from similar skilled and white collar jobs. 

     - The flight from the center cities left urban centers to the elderly, the poor, and the racial minorities – an implausible tax 

        base – but it segregated the suburbanites too, cutting them off from interaction with other ages, classes, and race of 

        people. 
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    - Critics further claimed that homogeneous communities were narrow minded communities where values were timid, 

        bland, and superficial. 

     - Suburbanites were staunch supporters of Eisenhower.  

     - They swelled the membership lists of churches and synagogues.  Rabbis, Priest, and Reverends told the three major 

        faiths that the purpose of religion was to make them feel good; they, and no supreme being or eternal values, were at 

        the center of the universe. 

     - The reverend Billy Graham established himself as the country’s leading revivalist by shunning the fire and brimstone

        of earlier evangelists and promoting his transparent blue eyes, wavy hair, and beautiful smile.  

     - 80 percent believed that the Bible was the revealed word of God, only 35 percent could name the authors of the four 

        gospels and 50 percent could not name one. 

     - Among Jews, highly secular and social Reform Judaism displaced conservative Judaism. Outside of the insular urban 

        communities of Jews who clung to Polish and Russian pasts, Orthodox synagogues were hard to find. 

     - Suburban life was isolated and fragmented, in part because of television, and in part because the new communities were

        built with little thought for social services, schools, shops, parks, and professional offices.

- When such social traditional social centers were constructed, they were miles from residences. As a result to buy even a 

        quart of milk the family had to hop in to a car and drive somewhere else and back again. The supermarket encouraged 

        weekly rather than daily shopping expeditions, thus eliminating another traditional occasion of social life.

     - Suburbanites wanted homes they could afford, and found the physical roominess of life outside the cities well worth the 

        social isolation and cultural blandness.  

     - Cheap identical houses were better than no houses. 

     - New suburbanites, thrown into towns with no roots and traditions, were great creators of traditions. Lacking established 

        social services and government, they formed an intricate network of voluntary associations that were entirely supported 

       by private funds and energies. 

     - New churches and synagogues built from scratch, thousands of new chapters of political parties, garden clubs, literary 

       societies, and bowling leagues. 

    - Programs for the children: dancing schools, Cub Scouts and Brownies, Little Leagues, community swimming pool. 

    - Cocktail parties became an efficient way to introduce people to one another.  Because guest milled around the stand up 

       parties at will, it was possible to invite the most casual supermarket or Little League grandstand acquaintances. 

D. The Automobile Economy: 

    - The suburbs could not develop without the family automobile.  The suburb made the growth of the automobile a 

       necessity of life and in some ways a tyrant. The two car family became a common phenomenon.  

    - New car sales rose from none in WWII to 6.7 million in 1950.  1945 25.8 million cars – 1960 61.7 million registered. 

- The family that was “moving up” was expected to “trade up” from a low priced Ford, Plymouth, or Chevy; to a Dodge, 

   Pontiac, or Mercury, and aspire to eventual ownership of a Chrysler, Lincoln, or Cadillac. 

- Easy available credit made it possible for people to “keep up with the Joneses” by buying beyond their means, going

   deeply in debt for appearance sake. 

    - 1946 to 1970, short term loans – money borrowed in order to buy consumer goods – increased form $8 billion to $127 

       billion.  Credit card companies made easy spending easier. 

    - Virtually universal car ownership among the middle classes fueled the growth of businesses that were devoted to cars or 

       dependent on them.  Service Stations (gasoline consumption doubled during the 1950s), parts stores, car washes, 

       motels, driving restaurants, and drive in movie theaters blossomed on the outskirts of residential suburbs. 

    - The suburban shopping mall displaced city and town centers as the middle class American marketplace.  

    - 1945 there were 8 automobile oriented shopping centers – 1960 there were almost 4,000. 
    - 1956 The Interstate Highway Act met the automobile demands for roads by pumping $1 billion a year into

       new road construction. 1960 - $2.9 billion a year.  41,000 miles of new roads ran cross country, but 5,000 

       miles of freeway were urban, connecting suburbs to big cities. 

    - The new road network encouraged urban sprawl and made the cities less livable.  Already sapped of their 

       middle class, once lively urban neighborhoods were carved into isolated residential islands that were walled 

      off from each other by massive concrete abutments of the freeways. 

    - Suburbanite cars roared in on them daily, clogging streets, raising noise to unprecedented levels, and fouling 

       the air for those who could not afford to move out. 

    - Progressively poorer without a middle class tax base, cities deteriorated physically and suffered from 

       neglected schools and hospitals and rising crime rates. 

    - 1960s faced with these problems the center city department stores and light industry joined the suburban 

       movement, relocating in shopping centers or on empty tracts near the residential suburbs.  When they left 

       they took not only the tax base but the jobs previously available to city dwellers. 
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E. Baby Boomers:  

    - During and immediately after the WWII, the number of birth in the U.S. took a gigantic leap.  2.5 million babies were 

       born in each year of the 1930s; 3.4 million in 1946; 3.8 million in 1947.

    - The depression and war had forced young couples to put off starting families.  Experts predicted after a few years of 

       catching up, the low birth rate typical of the first half of the century would reassert itself.  They were wrong. 

    - 1961 annual births continued to increase to 4.2 million and did not drop until 1970s. 

    - The young couples who were buying unprecedented number of new homes and automobiles were having larger families 

       than their parents. 

    - 1952 the first boom babies started school, massive efforts were required to provide education and recreational 

       facilities for them. 

    - Businesses oriented toward children from toy makers to diaper services, sprouted and bloomed. 

    - By the end of the 1950s, economists observed that middle class teenagers were a significant consumer group with $10 

       billion of their own to spend each year and all of it was discretionary. 

    - Magazines like Seventeen for girl and Hot Rod for boys prospered. 

    - Film studios made movies about adolescents and their problems. 

    - 1950s a new kind of music swept the country: Rock n Roll based on the rhythms of black music as it had evolved in the 

       twentieth century, but was usually performed by whites often teenagers themselves. 

    - Elvis Presley a truck driver from Memphis, scandalized the country with an act that included suggestive hip movements 

       which he said he was helpless to control. 

    - Popular songs had dealt with themes that were adult, the new music’s subject were senior proms and double dating. 

    - The 45 rpm compact record disk – nearly unbreakable which sold for 89 cents. 

    - By the end of the decade, one of televisions most poplar programs was “American Bandstand” in which teenagers 

      Rock n Rolled to recorded music and discussed adolescent problems. 

    - Never before had adult society taken much notice of teenage culture.  Now, the baby boom generation seemed to be 

      proclaiming the society’s cultural standards. 

F. New Role for Women: 

    - Since the beginning of the century, women of all social classes had been moving into occupations and professions that 

      previously had been considered masculine monopolies. 

    - 1940s, increasing number of women finished high school, attended college, studied medicine, the law, and other 

       professions, and took jobs that would have been unthinkable for women before 1900.

- In WWII women took the place of men in heavy and dirty industrial jobs.   When the war ended women willingly left 

       those jobs and enthusiastically embraced the traditional role of wife, homemaker, and mother.  

    - The new women was not a shrinking violet of the nineteenth century. If she was not employed, she was out and about.

      The modern active American girl, wife, mother was expected to be active and attractive. 

    - Wives were considered partners in furthering the husbands careers as social hostesses and companions.  

    - Woman’s magazines such as Cosmopolitan and Redbook firs hinted, then stated that wives should be sexy. 

XIII. Against the Grain: 

A. Dissenters: 

      1. Betty Friedman: 

      - No significant challenge to the new domesticity until 1963, when Betty Friedman published The Feminine Mystique. 

        In her best seller, Friedman pointed out that American women had actually lost ground in their fight for emancipation 

        since 1945. 

      - Friedman considered the home to be a prison and said that women should move out into the world of jobs, politics,  

         and other realms that she defined as productive.  

      2. Philip Wylie:

      - 1942 Philip Wylie’s Generation of Vipers told the country that indulgence of children, particularly by the mothers 

        (Momism), was creating tyrannical monsters.  When juvenile delinquency rates soared during the1950s, even in the 

        well to do suburbs, other writes elaborate on Wylie. 

      - John Keats attacked the sterility of suburban life, especially the social irresponsibility of the developers that left new

        developments without vital social centers.  Later in Insolent Chariots, Keats turned his attention to the automobile as

        an economic tyrant and a socially destructive force. 

      3. William H. Whyte, Jr.: 

      - 1956 The Organization Man fastened on the work place, arguing that jobs in the huge corporations and government 

         bureaucracies that dominated the American economy placed the highest premium on anonymity, lack of imagination 

         and enterprise, and generally just fitting in. 
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      4. Attack on Advertising:  

      - Sloan Wilson fictionalized the conformism and cultural aridity of suburban life in The Man in the Gray Flannel Suit 

        (1955), a novel about a suburban commuter who worked in the advertising industry. 

      - Vance Packard in The Hidden Persuader (1957) added to the attack on advertising by pointing out that all

        Americans were manipulated by advertisements that played not on the virtues of the product for sale but on people’s

       feelings and insecurities. 

B. Beatniks and Squares: 

- The beat generation, or “beatniks” offered a less articulate critique of Eisenhower tranquility.  

- Originally a literary school centered around novelist Jack Kerouac and poet Allen Ginsberg, “beat” evolved into a 

   bohemian lifestyle with capitals in New York’s Greenwich Village, San Francisco’s North Beach, and Venice, 

   California, near Los Angeles. 

- Beatniks rebelled against what they considered to be the intellectually and socially stultifying aspect of 1950s 

   America. 

      - They shunned regular employment, no interest in politics and public life style.  

      - They mocked the American enchantment with consumer goods by dressing in T-shirts and rumpled khaki trousers, the 

          women innocent of cosmetics and the intricate hairstyles of suburbia.  

      - They made a great deal of the lack of furniture in their cheap walk up apartments, calling their homes “pads” after the 

         mattress on the floor. 

      - They were highly intellectual, priding themselves on discovering and discussing obscure writers and philosophers, 

         particularly exponents of an abstruse from of Buddhism called Zen. 

      - They rejected the strict sexual morality of the “squares” and lived together without benefit of marriage; a few 

         embraced homosexuality.  

      - Their music was Jazz as played by blacks, whom they regarded as free of the corruption of white America. 

      - Traditional moralists demanded that police raid beatnik coffee houses in search of marijuana (which beatniks 

         introduced to white America) and amateur poets reading sexually explicit verse.  

- Preachers in the traditional churches inveighed against the moral decay that the beatniks represented. 

      - Suburbia sexual mores were changing – to be divorced was no longer to be shunned as a moral pariah, and a majority 

        of Americans were sexually active prior to marriage and that the adultery rate was also high. 

      - The Supreme Court approved the publication of books formerly banned as obscene, with the celebrated cases revolving 

         around D.H. Lawrence’s Lady Chatterly’s Lover and Henry Miller’s Tropic of Cancer. 
      - Suburbanites flocked to Greenwich Village and North Beach on weekends to dabble in beatnik fashions. Like most 

        cultural rebels, the beatniks did not really challenge society’s basic assumption’s but merely provided another form of 

        entertainment.  
 C. The Awakening of Black America: 

     - 1950s Blacks demonstrated to Whites that their prosperous society was built in part on the systematic denial of civil 

        rights to 15 million people. 

     - For more than a half century, black leaders such as W.E.B. Du Bois, Mary McLeod Bethune, A. Philip Randolph, and 

        Bayard Rustin had fought a frustrating battle against racial prejudice. 

- The NAACP had won some significant victories in the courts. 

     - The Supreme Court had ordered a number of southern states to admit blacks to state supported professional schools 

        because the segregated medical and legal training they offered  blacks was not equal in quality to that provided whites. 

     - Lynching once a weekly occurrence in the South had become rare by the 1950s. 

     - Truman had desegregated the armed forces. 

     - When Eisenhower moved into the White House, all the former slave states plus Oklahoma retained laws on the books 

        that segregated parks, movie theaters, waiting rooms, trains, buses, and schools. Four more states legally permitted 

        one form or another of racial segregation. 

     - 15 states explicitly prohibited segregation and discrimination. 

     - Deep South public drinking fountains were labeled “white” and “colored”, and some state actually provided different 

        Bibles in court for swearing in of witnesses. 

     - Segregation had been legal since 1896 Supreme Court ruling in Plessy v. Ferguson. 

