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I. Social Tensions: Labor, Radicals, Immigrants: 

A. Nativism Resurges: 

     - During WWI, immigration had dropped off – but by 1921 it had returned to prewar levels with the majority of the new          

       immigrants coming form southern and eastern Europe. 

     - Americans saw immigrants as a threat to stability and order. 

     - The immigrants came into direct competition for employment with the recent demobilized four million military men and 

        women searching for employment. 
B. The Sacco – Vanzetti Case: 

     - In 1920 two Italian immigrants Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti were arrested for an armed robbery in South

        Braintree, Massachusetts, in which a guard and paymaster were killed. 

     - They were found guilty of murder and sentenced to die in the electric chair. 

     - The American Civil Liberties Union, Italian American Groups, and Labor Organizations publicized the fact that the hard 

        evidence against Sacco and Vanzetti was scanty and , at least in part, invented by the prosecution.

     - Judge Webster was prejudiced because the defendants were radicals (anarchist) and was often overheard referring of them

       as “damned dagos.”

     - Sacco and Vanzetti won the admiration of millions by acting with dignity during their trial, steadfastly maintaining their 

innocence but refusing to compromise on their political beliefs. 

     - Vanzetti said “I am suffering because I am a radical and indeed I am a radical;  I have suffered because I was an
Italian, and indeed I am an Italian… but I am so convinced to be right that if you could execute me two times, and if

I could be reborn two other times, I would live again to do what I have done already.”

     - Despite the international movement to save them Sacco and Vanzetti were finally executed in 1927. 
     - Recent research has indicated that at least Sacco was guilty, that question was irrelevant during the 1920s. 
     - The two were never proven guilty, and many American intellectuals accused the State of Massachusetts of judicial murder

        by bowing to popular prejudice against foreigners. 
     - It would be this same prejudice that also ended the great age of immigration. 

C. Shutting the Golden Door: 
     - In 1883, American poet Emma Lazarus had written “Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, I lift my lamp beside 

        the golden door.”  

     - Immigration continued in high levels until 1915, when all out naval war made the Atlantic to dangerous to cross. 

     - By 1918 immigration was down to 110,000. 

     - With peace by 1921 805,000 people mostly from southern and Eastern Europe. 

     1. The Emergency Quota Act of 1921: 

     - Congress was alarmed and passed the anti-foreign sentiment bill that stipulated that only 350,000 people could enter the 

        U.S. each year.  Each European nation was only allowed 3 percent and later under The National Origins Act of 1924 

        was tightened to only 150,000 people and 2 percent of it nationals that had been residents in the base year of 1910.  Italy

        quota 6,000 used in the first month of every year. 

     - The quotas for such Eastern and Southern countries as Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, Rumania, Yugoslavia, 

        Bulgaria, Greece, and Italy were very low. In contrast old Immigrants northern and Western Europe quotas were 

        generous and rarely filled.  Great Britain quota 65,000 – total used 2500 per year. 

     - Unions rejoiced at the tightening of immigration – being less competition for employment –employers desperately needed

        laborers for agriculture, mining, and railroad work.  Mexican immigrants helped fill the need. 

     - By 1914 70,000 Mexican immigrants pored into the U.S. most fleeing the terror of the Mexican revolution of 1910. 

     - 600,000 Mexicans migrated between 1914 and 1920 to the U.S. 

     - The National Origins Act of 1924 kept the Western Hemisphere from quota system as the demand for cheap farm labor

        in California and the Southwest steadily increased, Mexican immigrants crossed the border in record numbers. 

II. Social Tensions: Race, Moral Codes, Religion

A. The Black Scare: 

     - For supporting the war effort at the behest of organization like the NAACP, blacks looked forward to a great measure of 

        equality after the Armistice. 

     - 200,000 young black men had served in the army in Europe had been exposed to a white society in which the color was 

        not a major handicap. 

     - At home during the war blacks had moved to northern cities and experienced a less repressive life than they had known

       in rural south. 

     - In 1919 78 blacks were lynched – 10 were veterans – several dressed in their uniforms. 

     - Race riots broke out in 25 cities with a death toll of more than  a 100. 
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     - Worst riot was Chicago were a petty argument on a Lake Michigan Beach mushroomed into vicious racial war.  White 

        and Black gangs with guns roamed the streets shooting at anyone of the wrong color whom they stumbled across. 

B. Marcus Garvey:

     - Born in the British colony of Jamaica – migrated to the U.S. in 1917. 

     - Concluded that Whites would never accept Blacks and equals and filled with a glowing pride in his own race as he

        rejected integration. 

     - Called for the joining together of blacks throughout the world to organize a powerful black nation in Africa. 
     - The UNIA Universal Negro Improvement Association was based on pride in race, the strong organizing principal of all 

       racial separatist movements. 

      “When Europe was inhabited by a race of cannibals, a race of savages, naked men, heathens, and pagans… Africa was 

        peopled by a race of cultured black men who were masters in art, science, and literature.” Garvey told screaming 

       cheering crowds in Harlem, New York. 

     - UNIA membership especially in the North grew as high as 4 million…? 

     - Garvey decked himself in ornate, regal uniforms and commissioned paramilitary orders with exotic names such as “The 

        Duke of Niger” and the “Black Eagle Flying Corps”.  

     - W.E. B. Dubois wrote, “the spell of Africa is upon me. The ancient witchery of her medicine is burning in my drowsy, 

       dreamy blood.”

     - The popularity of black nationalism unnerved whites who were accustomed to a passive black population.  

     - When Garvey ran afoul of the law with one of his dozens of business enterprises, the authorities moved against him with

        enthusiasm than cannot be explained by the character of his offense.  

     - Garvey’s Black Star Line, a steamship company, had sold worthless shares through the mails at a mere $5 a share. 

     - Though this was a small time by any criterion, beginning in 1922 the government pressed its case dragging on for five 

       years draining the funds of the UNIA. 

     - Garvey went to prison and was pardoned in 1927, he was immediately deported to Jamaica as an “undesirable alien”. 

     - His dream of black equality through racial separation survived only in small religious (often Islamic) sects in urban ghettos. 

C. The Ku Klux Klan: 

     - The 20th Century KKK was founded by William Simmons, a Methodist minister. 

     - After viewing The Birth of a Nation, a film that glorified the anti-black movement of the post civil war period, Simmons 

       began organizing, first in the South, then, North and West. 

     - Under Hiram Wesley Evans, the KKK gave local units and officials exotic names such as Klavern, Kleagle, Grand

       Dragon, and Exalted Cyclops.  

     - Evans was a shrewder business man than Garvey.  The Klan’s central office retained a monopoly of “official” bed-sheet

        uniforms that all members were required to buy.  

     - Klan provided an incentive for local organizers by giving them a percentage of all money they collected, a kind of 

       franchise bigotry. 

     - By the mid 1920s membership may have risen to as high as 4.5 million. 

     - In the South, the KKK was a primarily an anti-Black organization. Else where KKK leader exploited whatever hatreds, 

       fears, and resentments were most likely to win members. Catholics, Jews, and Immigrants. 

     - Regions of small farmers – KKK focused on big city as enemy. 

     - Midwest – attacks on saloon keepers who ignored Prohibition and “Lovers Lanes” where teenagers flaunted traditional 

        morality on weekend nights. 

     - Peak came in 1924 when the clan boasted numerous state legislators, congressmen, senators, and even governors in 

       Oregon, Ohio, Tennessee, and Texas. 

     - The KKK declined as rapidly as the UNIA.  IN 1925 Grand Dragon Stephenson was found guilty of second degree murder

        in the death of a young woman who he kidnapped and taken to Chicago.  In an attempt to earn a light sentence he turned

        over evidence showing the entire administration of the KKK was involved in thievery and that Indiana Klan politicians

        were thoroughly corrupt.  

     - By 1930, the KKK had dwindled to ten thousand members. 

D. Pseudo-Scientific Racism: 

     - The Eugenics movement reinforced the beliefs of nativist and racist. 

     - Eugenics is a pseudo science (false science) that deals with improving hereditary traits. 

     - Developed in Europe in the early 1900s  - warned against breeding of unfit or inferior – fueled argument for 

       for superiority of “original” American stock – White Protestants of Northern European descent. 

     - Woodrow Wilson and Henry Cabot Lodge embrace eugenics. By doing so they lent authority to racist theories, which

        reinvigorated the nativist arguments for strict immigration control. 
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E. The New Morality and Women: 

     - Restrict immigration to preserve what was considered traditional values. Fear that a “New Morality” was taking over 

       the nation challenging traditional ways of seeing and thinking.  The New morality glorified youth and personal freedom 

       and influenced various aspects of American society. 

     - Emotional aspects of marriage grew in importance – romance, pleasure, and friendship – successful marriages. 

     - For Women work allowed for new freedoms breaking away from parental influence and participation in the consumer 

       culture.  Women colleges encouraged their students to pursue careers and to challenge traditional ideas about the nature

       of women and their role in society. 

     - In the workforce woman found economic freedoms as salesclerks, secretaries, or telephone operators – a few made 

        contributions in science, medicine, law or literature.  

     - The Automobile allowed the youth to escape and become more independent from the watchful eyes of the family. 

     1. The Flapper: 

     - 1920s women bobbed or shortened their hair and wore flesh colored silk stockings – a carefree chic – young, dramatic, 

       stylish, and unconventional woman. Drank, smoked cigarettes and dressed in an attire considered to revealing by 

       previous generations. 

F. The Fundamentalist Movement: 

     - The modern consumer culture, relaxed ethics, and growing urbanism symbolized the nation’s moral decline.  

     - Small rural towns joined the religious movement known as Fundamentalism.

     - Meant to reassert the authority of the Bible – defending the Protestant faith against ideals that implied that human beings

       derived their moral behavior from society and nature, not God. 

     - Believed in Creationism where God created the world as described in the Bible. Rejected Charles Darwin’s theory of 

        Evolution. 

     1. Billy Sunday: 


     - Most successful revivalist in America in an era of revivalism was spreading rapidly through rural and urban

       communities. The revival created a deep and lasting schism in the nation’s Christian community.  Revivalism, among

       other things, was an effort by conservative Christians to fight off the influence of Darwin and his theory of evolution. 

       Billy Sunday combined an instinctive feel for fundamentalist belief with an eager and skillful understanding of modern

       technique of marketing and publicity and a genius for making religion entertaining. Former Baseball Player. 

     2. Aimee Semple McPherson: 

     - Master of the theatrical presentation in her preaching.  Her followers gave $1.5 million to build her the massive Angelus

        Temple in Los Angeles, where she preached to huge crowds.  “Sister Aimee”,  as she was called, owned her own radio

        station, which allowed her to broadcast her revival meetings.  By doing so she used radio in an innovative way:  to

        broaden the reach of her ministry. 

G. The Scopes “Monkey” Trial: 

     - Influential leaders as William Jennings Bryan – Fundamentalist tried to prohibit the teaching of evolution in the Public 

        Schools.  In Tennessee they succeeded in passing a law to that effect – The Butler Act. 

     - In 1925 a group of friends who had been arguing about evolution decided to test the new law in the courts by having one 

       of their number, a high school biology teacher named John Scopes deliberately break it. 

     - In front of adult witnesses Scopes would explain Darwin’s theory of evolution, submit to arrest, and stand trial. 

     - Dayton businessmen thought of a celebrated trial as a way to put their town on the map and to make money when 

       spectators, including reporters for newspapers, and radio stations, would flock to Dayton in search of lodging, meals, 

       and other services. 

     - Dubbed the “Monkey Trial” because evolution was popularly interpreted as meaning that human beings were descended 

       from apes. 

     - To aid the Prosecution William Jennings Bryan would argue the case strictly on legal principles, that democracy, the 

       people had the right to dictate what might and what might not be taught in tax supported schools. Advice Ignored. 

     - The Defense had been put together by the ACLU American Civil Liberties Union led by the distinguished lawyer and

       libertarian Arthur Garfield Hayes planed to argue that the biblical account of creation was a religious doctrine and

       therefore could not take precedence over science (evolution) because of the constitutional separation of church and state. 

     - Hays was assisted by the era’s leading criminal lawyer, Clarence Darrow who loved the Drama of courtroom 

       confrontation more than legal niceties. 

     - Darrow regarded the trial as an opportunity to discredit fundamentalist by making their leader, Bryan, look like a 

        superstitious old fool. 

     - Darrow put Bryan on the stand as a Biblical expert. Was the world created in six days of twenty four hours each? Was

       Jonah literally swallowed by a whale? 
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     - Supporters of Darrow rested content that Bryan himself looked like a monkey, but they lost the case; Scopes was found 

       guilty and given a nominal penalty. 

     - This was small consolation to the anti-evolutionists, who were crestfallen when Bryan admitted that some parts of the

        Bible may have been meant figuratively.  

     - In fact the only winners were the Dayton Businessmen, who raked in the Dollars for more than a month. 

H. Prohibition: “Wets and Drys”

     - The Eighteenth Amendment passed in 1919 prohibited made it illegal to transport, distribute, or consume alcohol. 

- To try to enforce the Eighteenth Amendment on prohibition Congress passed the National Prohibition act, also known as 

   the Volstead Act. 

     - The Drys were strongest in the South and in rural areas generally, where the population was largely composed of old 

        stock Americans who clung to fundamentalist Protestant religions. 

     - The Wets drew their support from the big cities, where ethnic groups of Roman Catholics and Jewish faith were 

        powerful forces and often in control of local government. 

     - In Chicago 1927 Al Capone bootleg ring grossed $60 million by supplying liquor and beer to the Wind City’s 

        speakeasies.  Capone also made $25 million that year form gambling and $10 million from prostitution. 

     - New York City alone had 32,000 Speakeasies bars. 

       “Whats Al Capone done?” he told reporters “He’s supplied a legitimate demand…Some call it racketeering. I call it a 

         business. They say I violate prohibition law.  Who doesn’t?” 

     - With incredible profits at stake – rival gangs engaged in open, bloody warfare for control of the trade. More than four 

        hundred “gangland slayings” made the name of Chicago synonymous with mob violence, although other cities had 

        scarcely better records. 

     - Very few innocent by standers were killed – Capone and his ilk tried to keep their violence on a professional level. 

     - Americans were appalled by the carnage, and they did not overlook the fact that most prominent gangsters were 

       foreigners.  Al Capone – Johnny Torrio – Big Jim Colosimo were Italians; Dion O’Bannion – Bugsy Moran, and Owney 

       Madden were Irish; Arthur “Dutch Schultz” Flegensheimer of New York was German; “Polack Joe” Saltis came from 

       Chicago’s Polish west side; Maxxie Hoff of Philadelphia, Solly Weissman of Kansas City and “Little Hymie” Weiss of 

       Chicago were Jews. 

     - Elliot Ness leader of a special Treasury Department task force brought Capone to justice on tax evasion.  

- With the ratification of the Twenty First Amendment in 1933 repealed the Eighteenth Amendment and ended federally   

   mandated Prohibition. 

III. Cultural Innovations: 

A. The Spirit of St. Louis: 

- Raymond Orteig was a wealthy French restaurateur living in New York offered $25,000 prize in 1920 to the first plane to 

  cross the Atlantic nonstop between France and the United States. 

- By the spring of 1927, a number of pilots, including WWI flying ace Rene Fonck, and polar explorer Admiral Richard A. 

  Byrd, using huge biplanes powered by three motors, had tried and failed – but survived. Six others were dead and two

  injured.

- Charles A. Lindbergh, Jr. a shy twenty five year old mail pilot from the Midwest, had a different approach to the  

  problem.  Lindbergh persuaded a group of St. Louis investors to finance the construction of a plane that would be capable

  of flying the Atlantic.  

- Instead of a heavy massive plane with 3 huge engines and crew - Lindbergh believed the way to get to France was with a

  plane of the utmost simplicity. A plane designed to carry little more than gasoline and a pilot.

- The Spirit of St. Louis was described in the press as being rickety wing and a prayer. It was an calculation of  

  engineering expertise to the last rivet creating a flying gas tank.     - The press dubbed him “Lucky Lindbergh”. 

- Lindbergh broke two aviation records: 

a. From San Diego where the Spirit was built to St. Louis was the longest nonstop solo flight to date as he continued on to

    the airfield on Long Island from which he would depart. 

b. Fastest transcontinental crossing. 

- Before his flight Lindbergh had become a celebrity – a person well known for being well known. 

- Mobs – thousands of well wishers, sensation seekers, and even hysterics who wanted to touch him as though he was a

  saint followed him around New York. 

- On May 16, 1917, conditions for take off were less than desirable. The airstrip was muddy from rains and he would have to

  take off with a tail wind, not recommended even when the craft is loaded to the utmost of its theoretical limitations. At the

  last minute Lindbergh called for an additional 50 gallons of gasoline. 
 

- Two competitors were almost ready to go. Emotional geared Lindbergh packed 5 sandwiches into the tiny cockpit and

  took off.  Dangers now – ice and falling asleep. 
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- Two days later at 10 pm he landed to 100,000 screaming mob at Le Bourget Field, Paris. 

B. The Lindbergh Kidnapping: 

- Lindbergh married Anne Morrow the daughter of the American Ambassador to Mexico.  Lindbergh’s dad was a 

  congressman himself.  

- The couple toured and spoke on behalf of the government and commercial aviation. 

- The couple’s infant baby son was kidnapped form their New Jersey home and, despite payment of ransom, murdered. 

- Police and the Lindbergh’s believed that the frenzied publicity surrounding the event contributed to the death of the child

   by frightening the abductor. 

- After the trial, conviction, and execution of a carpenter, Bruno hauptmann, which were criticized because of the relentless

  press coverage, the Lindberghs moved to Europe, where they believed they could escape the spot light. 

- There, Lindbergh was impressed by the new German air force built up by Adolf Hitler and Herman Goering. 

- Lindbergh accepted a medal from the German dictator. 

- In 1939 Lindbergh returned to lecture in America on behalf of the isolationist America First Committee, Lindbergh was

  criticized as being Pro Nazi. 

- Lindbergh was an Anglophobe and believed the Germany would win a war with England. Hence he opposed go to war

- Lindbergh stopped his opposition to the war once America entered it and worked with Aircraft companies as a technical

  expert.  Even flying several missions in the pacific theater.  – He was commissioned a general in the Air Force. 

C. Poets and Writers: 

     - T.S. Elliot – focused on the negative effects of modernism – describing a world filled with empty dreams and “hollow 

        men” for saw “a world that would end not with a bang but with a whimper”. 
- Ernest Hemingway – served as an ambulance driver in Italy during WWI, wrote about disillusionment and reevaluated the

  myths of American Heroes.  Often creating “heroic antiheroes”- flawed individuals who still had heroic qualities of mind

  and spirit.  Works – For Whom the Bell Tolls and A Farewell to Arms. 

     - Sinclair Lewis – wrote about the absurdities of traditional life in small town America in his novels Main Street and

        Babbitt. 
- F. Scott Fitzgerald – most famous writer of the era, created colorful, glamorous characters who chased futile dreams 

       in The Great Gatsby a novel exposing the emptiness and superficiality of much of modern society. 

D. Sports. 
- Thanks to radio and motion pictures, sports such as baseball and boxing reached new heights of popularity in 1920s. 

     - Babe Ruth nicknamed the “Sultan of Swat” became a national hero for hitting hundreds of Home Runs for the New 

       York Yankees. 

     - Jack Dempsey held the title of world heavy weight champion from 1919 to 1926. When Dempsey attempted to win it 

       back in 1927 one store sold $90,000 worth of radios in two weeks prior to the fight. 

E. Hollywood: 

     1. Silent Pictures: 

     - In 1920s nothing quite matched the allure of motion pictures.  No Sound and theaters hired piano players to provide music

       during the picture, while subtitles revealed the plot. 

     2. “Talkies” Sound Pictures: 

     - In 1927 the first “Talking” picture The Jazz Singer was produced and the golden age of Hollywood began. 

F. Radio: 

     - First commercial radio broad cast was KDKA in Pittsburgh, listeners learned of Warren G. Harding’s landslide victory 

       in the presidential election in 1920.  Within two years Americans could tune to more than 400 different radio stations. 

     - Radio’s easy availability to millions helped break down patterns of provincialism, or narrow focus on local interests.

       Fostered a sense of shared national experience that helped unify the country. 

IV. African American Culture: 

A. The Harlem Renaissance: 

- “The Great Migration”- millions of African Americans had migrated from the South to industrial cities in the North, 

   seeking to escape the segregated society of the South, to find economic opportunity, and build a better life. 

- After WWI Black population swelled in large northern cities. 

- In Harlem African Americans created an environment that stimulated artistic development, racial pride, a sense of

  community, and political organization.  This became known as the Harlem Renaissance. 

1. Langston Hughes: 

 - One of the most prolific, original and versatile writers of the Renaissance. Became a leading voice of the African  

   American experience in the United States. 
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 2. Zora Neale Hurston: 

 - 1930s published Jonah’s Gourd Vine and Their Eyes Were Watching God – these works influenced such contemporary

    authors as Ralph Ellison and Toni Morrison.  Personal and spiritual portrayals of rural African American culture, often set

    in Florida featuring African American females as central characters. 

 3. Louis Armstrong: 

 - Shortly after his arrival in Chicago from New Orleans he introduced JAZZ a style of music influence by Dixieland 

   music and ragtime, with its ragged rhythms and syncopated melodies. 

 - Became the first great cornet and trumpet soloist in Jazz music. 

      4. Duke Ellington: 

      - Composer, pianist, and bandleader – 1923 Ellington formed his own band and began playing speakeasies and

        clubs.  He soon had his own style a blend of improvisation and orchestration using different combinations of

        instruments. 
      - Ellington got his start at the Cotton Club, one of the most famous Harlem night spots. 

V. The Worst President: 

A. Warren G. Harding: 

      - Radio made its debut announcing Harding’s landslide victory in the president election of 1920. 

      - Harding ran on the campaign slogan “Return to Normalcy” after WWI. 

      - Warren G. Harding was a newspaper man who was the happy discovery of Ohio’s political bosses that whenever they 

         asked favors, and whatever favors they asked, Harding was happy to say YES. 

      - 1914 was a U.S. Senator who enjoyed all night poker and bourbon parties with his pals. 

      - Had a series of mistresses and even fathered an illegitimate daughter by one, Nan Britton, without scandal. 

      - Harding figured he couldn’t be “the best president” but he could try to be “the best liked” a distinction that was beyond 

         the reach of the icy Wilson. 

      - Christmas 1921 he pardoned Eugene Debbs and other socialist who had opposed the war. Wilson had refused to.

      - Harding pressured the directors of U.S. steel to reduce the workday in their mills to eight hours. 

      - Harding did not understand many of the problems that were suddenly thrust on him, he left policy making to his 

         cabinet and other appointees. 

      1. Accomplishments of Harding’s Administration: 

      a. Secretary of Commerce Herbert C. Hoover: 

      - Encouraged the creation of private trade associations in industry and agriculture, in order to eliminate waste, develop

         uniform standards of production, and end “destructive competition” – came to be known as “Cooperative 

         Individualism”. 

      b. Secretary of State Charles Evans Hughes: 

      - First terminated the state of war with Germany that still formally existed because the U.S. had not ratified the Treaty 

         of Versailles. 

      - Called for an international conference (Washington Naval Conference) to discuss naval disarmament. 

      - Every diplomat to the conference agreed that the arms race had been instrumental in bringing on the WWI. 

      - Hughes reminded the delegates the by limiting the size of their navies, the powers could save millions. 

      - Treaty of Washington 1921 – five major naval powers agreed to limit their fleets according to a ratio that reflected 

         their interests and defensive needs. 

      - 10 year moratorium on the construction of major new warships. 

      - Five Power naval Limitation Treaty: Britain, France, Italy, Japan and the U.S. formalized Hughes proposal. 

      - Four Power Treaty: U.S., Japan, France, and Britain recognized each country’s island possessions in the Pacific. 

      - Nine Power Treaty: Guaranteed China’s independence. 

      2. The Harding Scandals: 

      - The rest of Harding’s administration was either servants of narrow special interest or blatant crooks. 

a. Secretary of the Treasury Andrew Mellon pursued tax policies that extravagantly favored the rich and helped bring 

    on the disastrous depression that ended the Roaring Twenties.

b. Attorney General Harry Daugherty ignored violations of the law committed by political allies. 

- Jesse L. Smith, a close friend of the president, sold favorable decisions and public offices for cold cash. 

- Head of Veterans Administration Charles R. Forbes – pocketed money meant for hospital construction. 

c. Teapot Dome Scandal: 

       - Secretary of Interior Albert B. Fall leased the Navy’s petroleum reserves at Teapot Dome, Wyoming, and Elk Hills, 

         California, to two freewheeling oil men, Harry Sinclair and Edward L. Doheny. 

       - In returned, Fall accepted “loans” of about $300,000 form the two. 
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       - Fall implicated Harding by sometime earlier having convinced the president to transfer the oil reserves from the

          navy’s authority to that of the Interior Department. 

      d. By the summer of 1923 as he set out on an Alaskan trip Harding realized that his administration was corrupt with 

          thievery and it was only a matter of time before the scandals hit the newspaper, and destroyed his good name. 

       - Obliging to the end Harding allowed his friend Forbes to flee abroad and he took no action against the others. 

       - Jesse Smith killed himself and Harding died before he could return to Washington. 

       - Americans later learned about the irregularities in Harding’s personal life when Nan Britton published her book 

         The President’s Daughter. 

       - Scandal mongers suggested that Harding’s wife had actually poisoned him – Harding actually died from a massive 

         heart attack, possibly brought on by the realization that he had failed so colossal. 

VI. “Silent Cal”

A. John Calvin Coolidge: 

       - Coolidge was visiting his father, a justice of the peace in rural Vermont, when he go the news of Harding’s death. 

       - Instead of rushing to Washington to be sworn in by the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Coolidge walked 

         downstairs to the darkened farmhouse parlor, where his father administered the presidential oath by the light of a 

         kerosene lamp. 

       - Where Harding had a tawdry secret life, Coolidge was a man of impeccable, priggish, even dreary personal habits. His

         idea of a good time was long naps. Spent 12 to 14 hours a day in bed except on slow days, when he might linger.    

       - When writer Dorothy Parker heard the Coolidge had died in 1933, she asked, “How could they tell?”

       - Coolidge worshiped financial success and believed without reservation that millionaires knew what was best for the

         country.   “the man who builds a factory builds a temple”…”The business of America is business”. 
B. Coolidge Administration: 

       - Coolidge ridded himself of the Political Hacks of the Harding Administration retaining only Herbert Hoover and 

         Secretary of the Treasury Andrew Mellon. 

       - Presided over the most business minded administration of his time, and , in return business praised his administration 

         higher than they built skyscrapers.      

       - “Coolidge prosperity revived and erratic post war economy beginning in 1923 and, thanks to the president’s unblemished

         honesty, the G.O.P. (Grand Old Party – Republicans) never suffered a voter backlash as a result of the Harding Scandal. 
C. Election of 1924: 

       a. Republican “Keep Cool with Cal”. 

       b. Democrats at convention went through One Hundred ballots between Alfred E. Smith of New York – leader of the 

           eastern urban wing and William G. McAdoo (attorney for oilmen Edward L. Doheny –Tea Pot Dome Scandal). 

       - Convention turned to Wall Street lawyer John W. Davis who would loose with only 29 percent of the vote. 

       c. Progress Party – Aged Robert La Follette tried to revive the progressive party. 

VII. The Rise of New Industries:  

A.  Mass Production: 

       - Machines allowed for the large scale product manufacturing to create more supply and reduced consumer cost. 

       1. The Assembly Line – Automobile: 

       - First adopted by the car maker Henry Ford, divided operations into simple tasks that unskilled workers could do and 

         cut unnecessary motion to a minimum. 

       - 1913 the first moving assembly line was installed at Ford’s plant in Highland Park, Michigan. Workers produced a car

         every 93 minutes. Cut the task down from 12 hours. 

       - 1925 every 10 seconds a Ford car was rolling off the assembly line. 

       - First Ford car was the Model T called the “Tin Lizzie” or “Flivver”.  1908 - $805 by 1914 - $490 by 1924 - $295

       - The lower the cost per car and there by increase the volume of sales. “Every time I reduce the charge for our car by one 

         dollar, I get a thousand new buyers”.  

       - Ford also increased his workers wages in 1914 to an unprecedented $5 a day and reduced the workday to eight hour 

          shifts. 

       - Mid 1920s Chrysler and General Motors competed successfully with Ford. 

       - The Automobile stimulated growth in industries such as rubber, plate glass, nickel, and lead.

       - 15% of the nations steel industry went to Automobiles. 

       - Petroleum industry expanded. 

       - Cars revolutionized American way of life. Business opportunities in Garages and Gas Stations. 

       - Cars eased isolation of rural life putting towns in easy reach allowing more people to live further from work. 
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       2. The Consumer Goods Industry: 

       a. Buy Now, Pay Later: 

       - Refrigerator that sold for $87.50 could by ensconced in a corner of the kitchen for down payment of $5 and monthly

          payments of $10. 

       - Buying on Time:   - 60% of all Automobiles 




- 70% of all Furniture

                                       - 80% of all refrigerators, radios, and vacuum cleaners




- 90% of all pianos, sewing machines, and washing machines

       - From 1920 to 1930 27 million cars were purchased and 13.8 million radios – Americans were sharing in Coolidge 

         prosperity were also up to their necks in debt. 

       - Biggest success story was supermarkets – Piggly Wiggly 515 to 2,500 stores, Safeway 766 to 2,660 stores, A&P 

         (Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company) from 4,621 to 15,418 stores. 

       3. The Radio Industry: 

       - 1913 Edwin Armstrong invented a special circuit that made long range radio transmission of voice and music practical.

       - 1920 Westinghouse Company broadcast the news of Harding’s landslide election from KDKA in Pittsburgh.

       - 1926 The National Broadcasting Company (NBC) established a permanent network of stations to distribute daily 

         programs.  

       - 1927 700 radio stations crossed the country and the Federal Radio Commission had been established to regulate them. 

       - 1928 Columbia Broadcasting System (CBS) assembled a coast to coast network of stations to rival NBC. 

       4. Welfare Capitalism: 

       - Companies allowed workers to buy stock, participate in profit sharing, and receive benefits such as medical care and

         pensions. 

       - 1920s unions lost both membership and influence. 

       - Open Shops – Work place where employees were not required to join the union became the norm replacing Closed 

         Shops where you had to join the union to be employed. 

       5. American Farmers: 

       - Farmers once again did not share in the prosperity of the 1920s. 

       - Earned less than 1/3 of the average income of workers in the rest of the economy. 

       - Technologies advanced in fertilizers, pesticides, seed varieties, and farm machinery which allowed them to produce more,

          but higher yields without a corresponding increase in demand meant that they received lower prices. 


       - Corn dropped 19 percent – Wheat from $1.83 a bushel to $1.03. 

VIII. The Policies of Prosperity: 

A. Promoting Prosperity: 

       1. The Mellon Program: 

       - Convinced that the government should apply business principles to its operations. 

       - 1921 Congress created the Bureau of the Budget to prepare a unified federal budget and the General Accounting

          Office to track government spending. 

       - Mellon’s goals were to balance the budget, reduce government’s spending, and cut taxes to ensure prosperity. 

       - Cutting government spending the federal budget fell from $6.4 billion to $3 billion in seven years. 

       - National Debt rose from $5.7 billion in 1917 to $26 billion by 1920. 

       - Mellon refinanced the debt to lower its interest on it and persuaded the Federal Reserve to lower its interest rates. 

       - These, steps led to an increase in tax revenue form the nation’s economic boom, reduced the debt by $8 billion. 

       - Mellon further reduced taxes – belief that high taxes reduced the money available for private investment and prevented 

          business expansion. 

       - High tax rate actually reduced the amount of tax money the government collected. 

       2. Supply Side Economics: 

       - If taxes were lower, businesses and consumers would spend and invest their extra money, causing the economy to 

         grow. As the economy grew, Americans would earn more money, and the government would actually collect more 

         taxes at a lower rate than it would if it kept tax rates high. 

       - With Mellon’s urging congress cut the tax rate: 



- Average Americans from 4 percent to .5 percent    - Wealthy from 73 percent to 25 percent. 

APUSH 




Unit 13 The Great Depression




Page 9

IX. Trade and Arms Control: 

A. Isolation: 

       - In his victory speech in 1920 President Harding declared the issue of American involvement in the League of Nations

         “deceased”. 

       - Americans wanted to be left alone to pursue prosperity. 

B. The Dawes Plan: 

       - Before the war America owed foreign investors after the war the situation was reversed as former wartime allies owed 

         the U.S. more than $10 billion in war debts incurred for food and armaments. 

       - Europeans claimed that high American tariffs had closed the American market to their products and hampered their 

          economic recovery. 

       - Europeans further argued that the United States should be willing to bear more of the financial burden because it had 

          suffered far fewer wartime casualties. 

       - U.S. government responded that American taxpayers should not be asked to assume the debts of others. 

       - Europeans gained new territories as a result of victory over Germany, while the U.S. gained nothing. 

       - Europeans received reparations – huge cash payments crippling the German economy. 

       - 1924 Charles G. Dawes and American banker and diplomat, negotiated an agreement with France, England and Germany 

         by With American banks would make loans to the Germans that would enable them to meet their reparations payments. At 

         the same time Britain, and France would accept less in reparation and pay more on their war debts. 

       - The Dawes Plan did little to ease Europe’s economic problems. 

C. Kellogg Briand Pact: 

       - With the success of the Washington Conference came the belief that written agreements could end war altogether. 

       - U.S. Secretary of State Frank Kellogg and French Foreign Minister Aristide Briand proposed a treaty to outlaw war. 

       - On August 27, 1928, the U.S. and 14 other nations signed the Kellogg Briand Pact.  

       - Eventually 62 nations ratified it. 

X. The Great Depression: 

A. Face of Catastrophe: 

   - The Great Depression began in 1930 and it really did not end until 1940.

   - The Depression was not only the most serious economic crisis in American history, it was a more jarring psychological

      and moral experience for the American people than any other event in their past except the Civil War. 

       - Negative or positive, the depression generation was the last generation to date whose character and values were forged

         in an era of economic decline, denial, and insecurity. 

      - First year after the crash of the Market 4 million workers lost their jobs. 

      - 1931 100,000 people were being fired each week. 

      - 1932 25% of the work force were unemployed. 

      - 13 million people, with 30 million dependents out of work. 

      - Black workers “the last hired the first fired” – higher unemployment rates than whites – 35%. 

      - Chicago 40% unemployed; Toledo 80% unemployed; coal mining towns in Pa. no one had jobs. 

      - Those who held on to their jobs took cuts in pay. 1929 to 1933 pay fell from 25$ weekly to 17$. 

      - 1932 Banks failed at a rate of 200 a month –wiping out 3.2 billion in savings accounts. 

      - 1933 one farm family in four had been foreclosed on.  Hundreds of thousands of people lost their homes. 

      - 1933 32 thousand small businesses alone went bankrupt. 

      - Schools closed for lack of funds. Chicago teachers were not compensated for ten years. 

      - Soup kitchens set up by both religious and secular groups offered little more than a crust of bread and a bowl of thin

        stew, but for three years they were regularly mobbed by people who waited in lines that strung out for blocks. 

New York soup line at the Municipal Lodging House 1930:  The New Republic – report: “There is a line of men, three or sometimes four abreast a block long, and wedged tightly together – so tightly that no passer by can break through.  For this compactness there is a reason: those at the head of the grey black human snake will eat tonight; those farther back probably won’t.”
      - 1928 the Missouri Pacific railroad co. counted 14,000 people hopping it freights; 1931 186,000 rode the same rails. 

         Rough estimates put it at 1.5 million people were moving about in sear of casual work and many were children. 

      - Sharp rise in the divorce rate as unemployed men deserted their families.  

      - Sharp decline in the birth rate – 3 million in 1921 to 2.4 million in 1932. 
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XI. Get Rich Quick: 

A. Florida: 

     - With improved train connections with eastern and Midwestern population centers, retirement in Florida by celebrities such

        as Rockefeller and Bryan, and the lively nationwide ballyhoo of promoters as to the Sunshine States possibilities as a

        vacation and retirement paradise. 

     - Speculative land buying (the buying of orange groves and sandy wasteland at bargain prices later to be sold to the actual

       builders of vacation hotels and retirement homes at a profit). 

     - 1925 enough people believed in Florida that speculators began feeding on themselves. Speculators began buying from

        each other in hopes of selling at ever high prices. 

     - With prices skyrocketing many northerners were willing to buy sight unseen. 

 - “Crash” – speculators who were left holding the over priced land that plunged within weeks to dollars per acre; the bank

   who had lent the money failed; and the people who trusted those banks lost their savings. 

Wilson Mizner “Always be pleasant to the people you meet on the way up, because they are always the very same people you meet on the way down”. 

B. Playing the Market: The Coolidge Bull Market: 

     - Before the Florida crash middle class America was embracing a new speculative mania, driving up the prices of shares

        on the New York Stock Exchange. 

     - Speculators were able to buy stock by paying out as little as 10 percent of its price (thus enabling him to hold title to ten

       times as many shares as he could actually afford). 

     - A bank or broker loaned the speculator the balance with the stocks themselves serving as collateral. 

     - This was the margin. 

     - When the shares were sold at a big profit – the loan was paid off and the happy speculator pocketed the difference.  

     - 1926 1.5 million Americans were “playing the market” on margin. 

     - From 1927 to 1929 speculation worked with shares soaring beyond all reason. 

     - 1929 shares: 
- AT&T  climbed from $209 to $303

     


- General Motors from $268 to $391 – Sept. high $452

     - Each tale of fortune made overnight, related with great satisfaction at a club or a social gathering, encouraged more 

       people to carry their savings to stockbrokers, whose offices became as common as auto parts stores. 

  C. Empty Values: 

     - The value of a share in a corporation theoretically represented the earning capacity of the company.  

     - The money that a corporation realized by selling shares was expended, again theoretically, improving the company’s

        plant and equipment.  

     - During the speculative “Coolidge bull market”, the price of shares reflected nothing more than the willingness of people    

       to pay them because “greater fools”  would buy from them in the belief that the prices would rise indefinitely. 

     - Speculators could buy on margin. It was immaterial that the companies they owned did not pay dividends or even use 

       their capital to improve productive capacity. 

     - Like the Florida land boom, the rising prices of stocks fed on themselves. 

     - Became more profitable for companies to put their money into further stock speculation – making margin loans rather

        than into production.  The face value of shares was absurdly inflated. 

     - 300 percent rise in stock between 1925 and 1929. 

     - When few economist warned the bubble had to burst President Coolidge told people that he thought stock prices were 

       cheap. 

D. The Crash and Depression: 

     1. The Crash: 

     - Joseph P. Kennedy, a Boston millionaire (father of JFK) said in later years that he sold all of his stocks during the summer

       of 1929 after the man who shined his shoes had mentioned that he was playing the market.  Kennedy reasoned that if such a

       poorly paid person was buying stock, there was no one left to bid prices higher. The inevitable crash was coming. 

     - Sept 3, 1929 the average price of shares on the New York Stock Exchange peaked and then dipped sharply for a month.

     - “Black Thursday” October 24, 1929, a record 13 million shares changed hands, and values collapsed. GE dropped 

        47.5 points. 

     - Tuesday Oct 29, 1929, the wreckage was worse. Speculators dumped 16 million shares on the market. 

     - Next morning $30 billion in paper value had been wiped out. 

     2. The Depression: 

     - The Great Crash did not cause the Great Depression of the 1930s. 

     - The depression was the result of fundamental weaknesses in the economy that had little to do with the mania of speculation. 
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     - Middle class families had played the market lost their savings; Banks that recklessly lent money to speculators went 

        broke; when they closed their doors, they wiped out the savings accounts of frugal people. 

- Corporations whose cash assets were decimated shut down operations or curtailed production; thus throwing people 

   out of work or cutting their wages; Workers unable to meet their payments lost their homes; farms; this contributed to 

   additional bank failures. 

- Consumption virtually was cut by everyone, thus reducing the sales of manufacturers and farmers and stimulating another

  turn in the downward spiral; curtailed production to increased unemployment  to another reduction in consumption by those

  newly thrown out of work. 

XII. The Tragedy of Herbert Hoover: 

     - Will Rogers the nations most popular humorist quipped “that the U.S. would be the first country to go to the poorhouse

        in an Automobile”.  Sense of proportion.

     - “No one was starving”, President Hoover added in one of his many attempts to ease tension. 

     - Both were right: no plague no famine.

A. Herbert Hoover: 

    - Election of 1928 The Republican Party Slogan was “A Chicken in Every Pot and Two Cars in Every Garage”.  In 1932,

       the advertising man who had coined it was out of work and reduced to begging in order to support his family. 

    - Republicans reaped the credit of the prosperity of the roaring 1920s and know took the blame for the whirlwind

      depression… and the direct blame focused on the head of the Republican Party President Herbert Clark Hoover. 

    - Shantytowns where homeless thousands dwelled were called Hoovervilles; Newspaper used as blankets were called

      Hoover blankets; a pocket turned inside out was Hoover flag; a freight car was a Hoover Pullman. 

    - 1929 upon entering the White House Hoover was celebrated as a humanitarian remembered for his energy and efficiency

      as Sec. of Commerce, as president he was vilified less than a year later and considered incompetent. 

    - Hoover worked as hard as any previous president.

    - Hoover was not uncaring giving most of his income to charity and urged others to do the same. 

    - Hoover led government to greater interventions in the economy than had any previous president. 

    - FDR criticize Hoover for improperly expanding the powers of the government – soon forgotten. 

B. Hoovers Program: 

    - Hoover spent $500 million a year on public works.  Hoover Dam on the Colorado River S.E of Las Vegas. 

    - RFC - Reconstruction Finance Corporation 1932: created an agency to help banks, railroads, and other key economic

       industries stay in business.  

    - Hoover cut Mellon’s consumer taxes. This did nothing for the unemployed and those with jobs squirreled their money

      away for the day they would be out of work. 

    - The RFC was seen as relief for big business at the expense of the people.  Very unpopular and too little.

C. Rugged Individualism: 

    - Hoover believed that rugged individuals – who looked to no one but themselves, were the secret of American cultural

      vitality.  

    - For the federal government to stimulate that trait of national character was one thing; for the government to sponsor

      huge handouts was quite another.

- Federal relief measures were “not the first step in defeating the depression, but were the first step in emasculating the

  American spirit.”

    - Hoover wanted the states to take the lead in fighting the depression. 

    - Hoover was inflexible in his idea of a balanced budget and the government’s power to manipulate the value of currency. 

    - Government must spend no more money than it collected; the books must balance. 

    - Hoover knew that during every depression since the Civil War, only Greenbackers, Populists, and other regarded as

       radicals had proposed increasing the supply of money (deliberately inflating prices) in order to stimulate the economy. 

    - Each time they had been defeated and the country had emerged from the hard times more prosperous than before. 

    - Hoover was confident that this cycle would be repeated if the old faith were kept; if the budget were balanced and the

      dollar remained rooted in gold. 

    - 1931 Hoover prediction that “prosperity was just around the corner” seemed to be coming true. 

    - Most economic indicators were showing modest gains. 

    - May a major European bank, the Kreditanstalt of Vienna went bankrupt, badly shaking other European banks that had

      supported it and toppling many. 

    - September Great Britain abandoned the gold standard.  Worried that paper money would lose its value, international 

       investors withdrew 1.5 billion in gold from American banks, launching a new wave of local failures. 

- By 1932 his administration was genuinely paralyzed – the country merely drifted, and conditions worsened by the month. 
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XIII. The Dust Bowl: 

    - Farmers traditionally gambled with nature on the great plains. 

    - Plows uprooted wild grasses that held the soil moisture.  The new settlers blanked the region with wheat fields. 

    - When prices fell in the 1920’s many farmers left their fields uncultivated. 

    - 1932 a server drought hit the great plains and without grass or wheat the soil dried to dust. 

    - From Dakotas to Texas America’s wheat fields became a vast “Dust Bowl”. 

    - Dust buried crops, live stocks and darkened the skies for hundreds of miles. 

    - Dust entered through every crack and covered every inch of a house. 

    - 1934 22 dust storms   - 1937 72 dust storms. 

    - After losing their homes to the banks many families packed and headed for California. 

    - many being from Oklahoma became known as Okies. 

XIV. Episodes of Violence: 

    - St. Pauls and other cities angry mobs stormed food markets and cleared the shelves. 

    - Wisconsin dairy farmers stopped milk trucks and dumped the milk into ditches due to low prices paid by processors. 

    - National Farmers Holiday Association told hog farmers to with hold their product from the market to take a holiday 

       Attracting attention by blocking highways – let the money men eat their gold. 

    - For the most part Americans coped with the depression peacefully; the most violent episode was launched not by the 

       stricken people but the federal government. 

A. The Bonus Expeditionary Force: 

    - 1932 Summer – 20 thousand veterans of the WWI massed in Washington to demand that Congress immediately vote

       them a bonus for their war time service as a relief measure.

    - Congress adjourned in July without passing a bonus all but 2,000 men and woman left the capital. 

    - Those who remained set up a Hooverville on Anacostia Flats on the outskirts of the city, policed themselves, 

       cooperated with authorities, and were generally peaceful. 

    - Hoover frustrated with the failure of his policies, persuaded himself that they were led by Communist Agitators. 

    - Most influential organization among the Bonus Boys was the American Legion. 

    - General Douglas MacArthur, who arrayed himself in his best dress uniform and ceremonial sword was sent to disperse

      them. 

    - Using armored vehicles and tear gas, MacArthur made short work of the protestors. 

    - When an infant died form asphyxiation and Americans mulled over the spectacle of young soldiers attacking old 

       soldiers on presidential orders, Hoover’s reputation sank even lower. 

XVI. The Pleasant Man Who Changed America: 

A. Franklin D. Roosevelt: 

 - Walter Lippmann, political commentator, called Roosevelt “a pleasant man who, without any important qualifications,

    would very much like to be president.”

 - Many wondered if a person who had lived so pampered and sheltered life as Roosevelt had was capable of appreciating 

    what real suffering was. 

 - Boyhood vacations were spent in Europe and at elegant yachting resorts in Maine or Novia Scotia. 

 - Attended only exclusive private schools and was sheltered to the point of suffocation by an adoring Mother. 

 - Write Gore Vidal later described him as an “aristosissy”. He was born into an old, rich, and privileged New York Family. 

 - FDR was descended from or related by marriage to eleven presidents of the U.S. who had preceded him. Curiously only 

   One had been a Democrat – Martin Van Buren.

 - Eleanor Roosevelt (a distant Cousin) was from the same narrow social set would become his wife.

B. Roosevelt’s Contribution: 
  - Inaugural address: “The only thing we have to fear is fear itself!”. The spirit was lifted and FDR was center stage. 

  - Poor sharecroppers and slum dwellers tacked his photograph on their walls. 

  - The rich could not bear to pronounce his name “that man in the White House”. 

  - Long before he died in 1945, after having been elected to his fourth term, Roosevelt was ranked by historians as one of 

     the greatest of the chief executives, the equal of Washington, Jackson, Lincoln, and Wilson – his one time political idol. 

     - Roosevelt unbounded self-confidence was itself a major contribution to the battle against the depression.  His optimism 

        was infectious. 

     - Soon after taking office Roosevelt launched a series of radio broadcast Fireside Chats, explaining to the American

       people what he was trying to do and what was expected of them. 
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     - The day after FDR being sworn in, he called Congress into special session for the purpose of enacting crisis legislation, 

        and he declared a “bank holiday”.  Ordering all banks to close their doors temporarily in order to forestall additional 

        bank failures.  

     - The immediate effect of the bank holiday was to tie up peoples savings, the drama and decisiveness of his action won 

        wide approval. 

     - Roosevelt recognized his limitations and sought the advice of experts. These corps of advisor were called the “brain trust”

     - FDR the Pragmatist: “The country needs bold, persistent experimentation”.  “It is common sense to take a method and try

        it.  If it fails, admit it frankly and try another”.  

C. A Real First Lady: Eleanor Roosevelt: 

     - FDR’s greatest asset was Eleanor.  Only much later did we learn that the relationship between the two had been soured by 

       FDR’s love affair with his personal secretary, Lucy Mercer.  Eleanor offered a divorce and FDR declined; Eleanor 

       demanded Lucy had to go and she did. 

     - During the New Deal Years the homely, shrilled voiced First Lady was thought of by friend and foe alike as a virtual vice 

       president, the alter ego of “that man in the White House”. 

     - Politically, she was.  FDR was a cripple. Paralyzed by polo in 1921 and unable to walk more than a few steps in his heavy 

       steel leg braces, but Eleanor was a dynamo of motion. 

     - 1921 FDR contracted Polio, a disease that paralyzed his legs. Few people knew of his physical limitations when he 

       became president.  His only freedom from braces came when he swam.  FDR established a foundation for polio victims at 

       Warm Springs, Georgia.  Entertainer Eddie Cantor suggested that everyone in the country send a dime for polio research 

       to the president.  This became the March of Dimes.  In 1945 Congress decided to honor FDR by placing his image on the 

       dime. 

     - Eleanor race across the country, both a political force in her own right, and the legs, eyes, and ears of FDR. 

     - FDR was a cool, detached, and calculating politician whom few ever got to know well, Eleanor was compassionate,

       deeply moved by the misery and injustices suffered by the “forgotten” people on the bottom of society. 

     - She: - interceded to appoint more women to government positions. 

   
  - supported organized labor when FDR tried to waffle on the question. 

     
  - made the grievous problems of African Americans a particular interest. 

     - Much of the affection that rebounded to FDR’s benefit in the form of votes was actually earned by his energetic wife

        “that woman in the White House”. 

XVII. The First Hundred Days: THE NEW DEAL: 

     - During the first Hundred days FDR and his brain trust were virtually unopposed. The most conservative Congressman

        simply shut up, cowed by their own failure and the decisiveness of the New Dealers. 

A. Savings, Banks, Farms and People: 

     1. The Emergency Banking Act: eliminated weak banks merely by identifying them. Well managed banks in danger of 

         failing were saved when the Federal Reserve System was empowered to issue loans to them. 

      - Just as important, when the government permitted banks to reopen, people concluded that they were safe.  

      - People ceased to withdraw funds and returned funds they had already had withdrawn and thereby taken out of circulation. 

      - Roosevelt also halted the drain on the nation’s gold by forbidding its export and, in April, by taking the nation off the

        gold standard. No longer could paper money be redeemed in gold coin. Value of money was based on the government’s

         word. 

     2. Farm Credit Administration (FCA): This agency refinanced mortgages fro farmers who had missed payments. An

         attempt to stop the disposing of farmers. 

     3. Home Owners’ Loan Corporation (HOLC): provided money for town and city dwellers who were in danger of losing 

         their homes. 

     4. Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA): Quickly distributed $500 million to states so that they could save

         or revive their exhausted relief programs.  Contrast between Hoover and FDR. 

      - Headed by Harry Hopkins, a New York sidewalk social worker with a cigarette dangling from his lip and a fedora 

         pushed back on his head.  Hopkins disliked the idea of handouts.  Thought it better for people to work for their relief,

         even if the job they did were not particularly useful.  Point was that government paid jobs not only would get money into

         the hands of those who need it but would give those people a sense of personal worth.  

     5. The Securities Act required companies that sold stock and bonds to provide complete and truthful information to 

         investors.  The following year Congress created an independent agency, the Securities and Exchange Commission 

         (SEC), to regulate the stock market and prevent fraud. 

     6. The Glass-Steagle Act separated commercial banking from investment baking.  Commercial banks handle everyday 

        transactions; take deposits, pay interest, cash checks, and loan money for mortgages.   Under this act, these banks were 

        no longer permitted to risk depositors’ money by using it to speculate on the stock market. 
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     - To further protect depositors the Glass-Steagall Act also created the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC) to 

        provide government insurance for bank deposits up to $100,000.  By protecting depositors in this way FDIC greatly 

        increased public confidence in the banking system. 

B. Alphabet Soup: CCC, CWA, WPA: 

     1. The Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) 1933: Initial appropriation of $500 million the, the CCC employed 250,000

         young men between the ages of 18 and 25 and about 50,000 WWI Veterans.  Working in gangs, the reforested land that

         had been abused by lumbermen and took on other conservation projects in national parks and forest. 

     - Administered through the army with strict rigid discipline, getting city dwellers into the fresh air. 

     2. Civil Works Administration (CWA): Put 4 million unemployed people to work within a few months.  They built roads,

         constructed public buildings, post offices, city halls, recreational facilities, and taught in bankrupt school systems. 

     - The CWA spent a $ Billion in five months… FDR shuddered and called a halt. 

     3. Works Progress Administration (WPA) 1935: Broadened the CWA approach.  Hired Artist to paint murals in public  

         buildings, and writers to prepare state guidebooks that remain masterpieces of their kind, and in the South, to collect

         reminiscences of old people who remembered  having been a slaves.  Organized actors in to troupes and brought theater

         to people who never had seen a play.  1943 the agency was liquidated and the WPA had spent more than $11 billion and

         had employed 8.5 million people. 

     - The National Youth Administration (NYA):  Part of the WPA, provided jobs for 2 million high school and college

        students. 

     4. The Twenty First Amendment (Repeal of Prohibition):  March 13, 1933 FDR called for the legalization of weak beer, 

        and when the amendment was ratified in December, most state quickly stronger waters. Many people looked on the 

        buying a legal drink as a relief. 

C. The Blue Eagle: 

     - Relief was just a stopgap.  FDR  and the New Dealers were concerned with the problem of actual recovery.

     - The National Industrial Recovery Act, which created the National Recovery Administration (NRA) was a bold and

        controversial attempt to bring order and prosperity to the shattered economy. 

- Headed by General Hugh Johnson, something of a blowhard but also a peerless, inexhaustible organizer and cheerleader,

   and a committed believer in economic planning. 

- Johnson supervised the establishment of codes: setting standards of quality for products, fair prices, and wages, hours,

   and conditions under which employees would work.  Section 7a was path-breaking, requiring companies which signed

   the codes to bargain collectively with labor unions that had the backing of a majority of company employees. 

- The NRA was designed to eliminate waste, inefficiency, and destructive competition – the goal of industrial consolidators

   since Vanderbilt and Rockefeller. 

- Criticism was a company was bound to its industry code not by the moral suasion that Hoover preferred, but by the force

   of law.  Non compliance led to prosecution by the government. 

- Symbol of the NRA, a stylized blue eagle clutching industrial machinery and thunderbolts, was painted on factory walls, 

   paste on shop windows, and adopted as a motif by university marching bands. 

XVIII. The New Deal Threatened the New Deal Sustained: 

A. NIRA – Unconstitutional: 

     - 1933 Congress passed National Industrial Recovery Act which suspended the antitrust laws and allowed business,

        labor, and government to cooperate in setting up voluntary rules for each industry. 

     - The National Recovery Administration (NRA) under the leadership of Hugh Johnson ran the entire program. 

     - 1935 The U.S. Supreme Court in a unanimous decision ruled the NIRA of 1933 Unconstitutional. 

     - The case was brought by a small business involved in the slaughtering of chickens for use in the Kosher kitchens of

        religious Jews. The Schechter Brothers found the sanitary standards required by their industry’s codes in conflict with

        ritual requirements and proved that the regulations represented undue federal interference in intrastate commerce. 

       (business was entirely carried out within New York state). 

     - Roosevelt might have been happy to be rid of the Blue Eagle – not being happy with its excesses. 

     - The Supreme Court went on to strike down several other New Deal laws during the 1935 and 1936. 

B. Farm Policy: 

     - Agriculture Adjustment Act (AAA): Principle of parity that farmers had fought throughout the 1920s – a system of 

       increasing farm income to the ratio that it had borne to the prices of nonfarm products during the prosperous year of 1909

       to 1914.  

     - The AAA accomplished this by restricting farm production.  Growers of wheat, corn, cotton, tobacco, rice, and hogs were

        paid subsidies to keep some of their land out of production. 
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    - The cost of this expensive program ($100 million to cotton farmers alone in one year) was borne by a tax on processors –

  millers, refiners, butchers, packagers – which was then passed on to consumers in higher food, clothing, and tobacco

  prices. 

- 1933 crops were already growing when the AAA was established in May, it was necessary to destroy some of them. 

      “Kill every third pig and plow every third row under” said secretary of Agriculture Henry A. Wallace.  

    - Many people were repelled by the slaughter of 6 million small pigs and 220,000 pregnant sows.  

    - Income of Hog growers began to rise immediately. 

    - A quarter of the 1933 cotton crop was plowed under, the fields left fallow. Within two years cotton, wheat, and corn 

      growers prices rose by over 50 percent. However, because cotton growers tended those fields still under cultivation more

      intensely, production actually rose in 1933. 

    - Negative – land owners disposed of tenant farmers in order to get the subsidies that fallow land would earn.  Between

      1932 and 1935, 3 million American farmers lost their livelihood.  Most very poor black and white tenants who were

      already were struggling to survive.

    - Court Ruled AAA Unconstitutional:  Under the Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act, parity and limitation of 

      production were saved under the guise of conserving soil.   

C. REA and TVA: 

    - Wagner Labor Relations Act or National Labor Relations Act: Went further than Section 7a of the NRA in putting the

      New Deal behind the efforts of workers to form labor unions.  It established the National Labor Relations Board to

      investigate unfair labor practices and to issue “cease and desist” orders to employers found responsible for them. 

 - The law guaranteed the right of unions to represent those workers who voted for those unions to represent those workers

       who voted for those unions in NLRB supervised elections. 

    - The New Deal worried that they would be unable to respond if the Supreme Court overturned the Rural Electrification 

      Act and the bill that had set up the Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA).  The Rural Electrification Administration

      (REA) brought electricity to isolated farm regions that had been of not interest to private utility companies, and it was

      vulnerable to Court action because it put the government into the business of distributing power, indirectly competing with

      private enterprise. 

   - The TVA was the brain child of Senator George Norris of Nebraska.  Every year the wild Tennessee River flooded its

      banks and brought additional hardship to southern Appalachia, one of the nations poorest areas. Norris proposed that the

      government construct a system of dams both to control floods and to generate electricity and manufacture fertilizers. 

   - The TVA was a major cause of the split between big business and the New Dealers. 

   - 1934 no longer reeling from their failing in 1929 big business founded the American Liberty League, which accused 

      Roosevelt of having destroyed free enterprise, institute a socialist system, and set up an antidemocratic dictatorship.   

   - FDR attempted to control of the Supreme Court by packing the Court with additional friendly New Deal Judges. The

      outrage in congress was so hostile that the attempt was foiled.  

   - With a series of deaths and retirements FDR in time was able to create a friendly New Deal Court. 

XIX. The Spellbinders: 

A. Father Charles Coughlin: 

   - A Canadian born Roman Catholic priest had transformed a religious radio program into a platform for his political beliefs. 

      At first a support of the New Deal “The New Deal is Christ’s Deal” 1933.  A year later Coughlin became convinced the key

      to solving the depression was a complete overhaul of the national monetary system, including the abolition of the Federal

      Reserve System.  FDR had not patience for such radical proposals.  10 million listeners his scathing attacks were a source of

      worry to FDR. 

B. Dr. Francis E. Townsend: 

    - 1933 Dr. Townsend was appalled by the plight of the nation’s aged citizens.  He proposed that the monthly pension of

       $200 to all people over 60 years of age, with two conditions: 

 
a. pensioners would be forbidden to work. 


b. they would spend every cent of their pension within a month. 

    - The Townsend plan would reinvigorate the economy by creating jobs for young men and woman. 

    - 1936, 7,000 Townsend Clubs claimed a membership of 1.5 million. 

    - When FDR rejected the plan as unworkable, Townsend went into the opposition and laid tentative plan to join his movement

       with those of Father Coughlin and that of Roosevelt’s most serious political rival, Senator Huey P. Long of Louisiana. 

C. The Kingfish: 

    - Huey Long was one of the most fascinating figures of the Great Depression decade. 

    - He rose from the poor farming people of northern Louisiana to educate himself as a lawyer. 

    - Built a successful political career as a colorful and often profane orator who baited the railroad and oil industry elite that 

       ran the state. 
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     - Long enjoyed the support of those Blacks that held on to their right to vote.  New Orleans. 

     - As governor of Louisiana 1928 to 1932 Long built roads and hospitals, provided inexpensive or free textbooks and

       lunches for schoolchildren, social benefits that were almost unknown in the South and were not universal in the North 

       and West.  

     - Long was a ambitious and egotistic showman.  He called himself Kingfish after a clownfish (and devious) character  on 

        the popular radio program “Amos and Andy”.  

     - Led Cheers at Louisiana State University football games – made his universities the best in the South. 

     - Once the circus announced it would open in Baton Rouge on the date of an important LSU game.  Long killed the

       competition by closing down the show on the grounds that lion tamers were cruel to animals. 

     - 1933 Huey entered the Senate basing his national ambitions on “Share the Wealth”, which called for a heavy tax on big 

        incomes and no personal incomes of more than $1 million a year.  

D. FDR’s Triumph:    

    - FDR considered himself a threat to democracy as well as a threat to his own reelection in 1936. 

    - In the end FDR overcame Kingfish, Townsend, and Coughlin by a combination of cooperation and good luck. 

    - FDR undercut Coughlin’s financial program through his own moderate monetary reforms. 

    - FDR stole Townsend thunder by supporting the Social Security Act of 1935. Its pensions were tiny compared with $200 a 

      month Townsend called.  For the first time the U.S. government assumed responsibility for the welfare of people who 

      were disabled or to old to work. 

    - 1935 FDR support the revision of income tax law that did not abolish huge incomes but taxed people in the upper brackets 

       much more heavily than those in the lower. 

    - In no case did FDR’s critics programs adopted. FDR’s popularity was so great that his rivals lost support and eventually 

       lost heart. 

 - Townsend clubs declined slowly, as did Coughlin’s radio audience. In the end the Radio priest discredited himself by 

    turning to a Nazi like anti-Semitism and praising Adolf Hitler. 

    - Huey Long was assassinated in 1935 (the motive was personal not political). 

    - Election of 1936 FDR faced Republican governor Alfred M. Landon who offered no real alternative to the New Deal. 

XX. The Legacy of the New Deal: 

    - FDR with some reason believed he had saved the capitalist system form the kind of political extremism that the depression 

       was nurturing elsewhere in the world. 

    - FDR felt betrayed that big business, instead of recognizing his moderation, vilified him. 

    - FDR became in varying degrees the president of the people on the bottom of society. 

A. Roosevelt’s and The Blacks: 

    - FDR emphasized the economic problems of disadvantage groups almost to the exclusion of others problems. 

    - On the question of civil rights for blacks as members of a racial groups, FDR was nearly silent. 

    - The Democrat Party was dependent on its Southern bloc for support, and southern politicians were committed to white 

       supremacy and racial segregation. 

    - In deference to them, FDR refused to support a federal anti-lynching bill, and he allowed the racial segregation on work 

      gangs on government supported building projects such as TVA. 

    - Under constant pressure from the NAACP, Eleanor Roosevelt, and individual Blacks such as Mary McLeod Bethune, the 

       New Dealers made sure that Blacks shared in relief programs and blacks moved into more than a third of new housing 

       units constructed by the federal government.  

    - 1930s saw a revolution in black voting patterns. 1932 75 percent of American Black voters were Republican. 

    - Blacks still saw the G.O.P. as the party of Lincoln and emancipation.  By 1936, more than 75 percent of registered blacks 

       were voting Democratic – and the trend would continue for 30 years. 

    - Democratic Party might not of been the friend of Blacks but it was the friend of the poor and Blacks were mostly poor. 

B. The Growth of the Unions: 

    - FDR won the organized labor movement to the Democratic party. Left to his own prejudices, he would have remained 

      neutral in disputes between unions and employers. 

    - When militant unionist such as John L. Lewis of the coal miners (a life long Republican) and Sidney Hillman and David 

      Dubinsky of the large needle traders unions made it clear that they would throw their support behind the president only in 

      return for administration support, FDR gave in. 

    - Lewis raised $1 million to the presidents campaign for reelection in 1936.  FDR in return had to be photographed 

      accepting the check, smiling with approval on the burly, bushy browed Lewis. 

 - The Committee on Industrial Organizations told workers in basic industries “The President wants you to join the 

    union”, after FDR signed the Wagner Act. 
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    - At first a faction within the American Federation of Labor (AFL) in 1937 to become the Congress of Industrial

     Organizations (CIO). Massive colorful campaigns won recruits in unprecedented numbers. 

 - 1937 United Steel Workers grew to 325,000 members. United Automobile Workers 370,000. 

C. Employer Violence: 

    - Sit down strikes was dramatic manifestation of worker militance. Beginning with the Automobile workers in the Fisher 

      Body Plan of Flint, Michigan. 

    - Tom Girdler of Republic Steel called the CIO “irresponsible, racketeering, violent, communistic” and threatened to fight 

      the union with armed force. 

    - Memorial Day Massacre: 1937 Chicago police attacked a crowd of union members, killing ten and seriously injuring 

      about a hundred. 

    - Henry Ford employed a Army of toughs from the underworld and fortified his factories with tear gas, machine guns, and 

      grenades.  At the “Battle of the Overpass” in Detroit Ford goons beat organizer Walter Reuther and other UAW officials 

      until they were insensible.  

    - Violence was so common in the coal fields of Harlan County, Kentucky, that the area became known in the press as 

      “Bloody Harlan”. 

    - Such incidents well documented in photographs and newsreel films, redounded to the benefit of the union movement, and

       by the end of the depression decade, organized labor was a major force in American life.  

    - 1932 there were 3.2 million union members. 1940 there were 9 million, and by 1944 more than 13 million.


Union Membership  

      1900
   791,000

1915
2,560,000

1930
3,632,000
1945
14,796,000
      1905
1,918,000

1920
5,034,000

1935     3,728,000

      1910
2,116,000

1925
3,566,000

1940 
8,944,000

D. The Results: 

    - The greatest accomplishment of the New Deal was to ease the economic hardships suffered by millions of Americans and, 

       in so doing, to preserve their confidence in American institutions. 

    - As a formula for economic recovery, however the New Deal failed. 

    - 1937 When unemployment dropped to 7.5 million and other economic indicators brightened, FDR began to dismantle 

       many expensive government programs. Resulting in a collapse a depression within a depression. 

    - The recession of 1937 was not so serious as that of the 1930 to 1933 – but it provided painful evidence that for all their 

       flexibility and willingness to experiment and spend, the New Dealers had not unlocked the secrets of maintaining 

       prosperity during peacetime. 

    - Only when preparations for another world war led to massive purchases of American goods from abroad (and to

       rearmament at home) did the Great Depression end.  

    - 1939 the economy was clearly on the upswing. 1940 with Europe already at war, the Great Depression was history. 

    - Such programs as support for agricultural prices, rural electrification, Social Security, insurance of bank deposit – 

      (Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation – FDIC), protection of labor unions, and strict controls over the economy,

      the federal government came to play a part in peoples daily lives such as had been inconceivable before 1933. 

   - Most dubious side effect of the New Deal system was the extraordinary growth in the size of government. Extensive 

      government programs required huge bureaucracies to carry them out. 

   - Federal employees rose from 1930 in 600,000 to 1 million in 1940 a total that would rise more radically during WWII. 

E. A Political Revolution: 

   - The elephantine growth of the government was responsible for the first crack in the political alliance FDR and Jim Farley 

      forged of solid South, Liberals, blue collar workers (particularly urban white ethnics), and black voters.  

   - 1937 Old fashioned small government southern Democrats , who also disapproved of the New Deal’s gestures toward 

      blacks and the prominence in Washington of “Yankee” liberals, sometimes voted with Republican against the New Deal 

      measures. 

   - Roosevelt’s charm and his refusal to push civil rights for blacks, plus grass roots support for the New Deal among southern 

      whites, prevented the crack form widening into a real split during his presidency.  

   - FDR shattered the secure Republican majority of the 1920s and replaced it with a Democratic party domination of national 

      politics that lasted for half a century, longer than any other distinct political era in the United States history. 

   - During the fifty years between 1930 and 1980, Republicans occupied the White House for sixteen years, but those 

      presidents (Eisenhower, Nixon, and Ford) were moderates who had made their peace with New Deal institutions. 

   - Until 1980, no strongly anti-New Deal politician achieved more than a brief ascendancy on the national scene, and in 1980,

      Republican Ronald Reagan repeatedly quoted FDR as though he were carrying on his work. 
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    - In Congress, the Democratic majority was even more obvious.  During the same fifty years, Republicans held majorities in 

      the Senate for only six years and in the House of Representatives for only four.  The Republican party controlled 

      presidency, Senate and the House at the same time for a mere two years 1953 to 1955. 

XXI. New Deal Foreign Policy: 

    - At first Roosevelt seemed to be as casual as Woodrow Wilson about foreign policy.  Like Wilson he passed over 

      diplomats in naming his Secretary of State and made a political appointment, The Courtly Tennesseean Cordell Hull. 

    - Hull and Roosevelt were generally content to follow the guidelines that had been charted by Hoover and his Secretary of 

       State, Henry L. Stimson.  Where they parted from blueprint, their purpose was to support the New Deal program for 

       economic recovery at home. 

A. “Good Neighbor Policy”

- Adopted from the Hoover administration demonstrating the role that Roosevelt meant to play in Central and South  

  America. 

- 1934 peace came to Cuba in the form of a pro American president who later became dictator, Sec. of State Cordell Hull 

   formally renounced the Platt Amendment. 

- As a result in the about face in American policy no American President has ever been so like in Latin America. 

B. The Stimson Doctrine: 

    - Problem was to maintain American trading rights in China – The Open Door Policy – in the face of an ambitious and 

      expansion minded Japan. 

    - China was disorganized, inefficient, and increasingly corrupt, despite the efforts of Chiang Kai-Shek to unify the 

      country. 

    - 1931 Japan taking advantage of the chaos in China detached the providence of Manchuria and set up a puppet state that 

       they called Manchukuo. 

    - Stimson had recommended to Hoover that the U.S. retaliate against Japan by imposing severe economic sanctions, denying 

      Japan the vital American exports it needed, particularly oil.   Hoover announced that the U.S. would not recognize the

      legality of any territorial changes resulting from the use of force – This became known as the Stimson Doctrine. Little more

      than the Kellogg Briand Pact – Outlawed war.

    - 1932 Japan launched an air attack on Shanghai, (warring on civilians).  Roosevelt went no farther than the League of 

      Nations responding to Japanese aggression with words alone. 

C. New Directions: 

    - May 1933 Roosevelt scuttled an international conference arranged by Hoover in London for the purpose of stabilizing  

      world currencies. Roosevelt announced that he would not consider any decisions that ran contrary to his domestic 

        recovery program, specifically his decision to abandon the gold standard. 

    - November 1933, Roosevelt formally recognized the Soviet Union, which four presidents prior had refused to do.  

       Joseph Stalin was fully in control of the Soviet Union and its traditional territories. 

- Secretary of State Cordell Hull – With a southern Democrat distaste for high tariffs, Hull negotiated reciprocal trade 

  agreements with twenty nine countries. The high Republican rats were slashed by as much as half in return for other 

       nations’ agreements to lower their barriers against American exports. 

D. Isolationism Supreme: 

    - Roosevelt would of liked to take a more active part in the affairs of nations than the U.S. did. He admired his cousin 

      Theodore Roosevelt’s forcefulness, and he was an old Wilsonian, as was Hull, and staunchly supported the League of

       Nations.  

    - F.D.R. knew that it was political suicide for an elected official to wander too far from popular prejudices in any matter.

      Public Opinion polls in 1935 showed that 95 percent of all Americans were isolationists. Believed that the U.S. had no vital 

      interest to protect in either Europe or Asia. 

    - Theory that the old world was responsible for the American depression.  1934 Senator Gerald Nye of North Dakota began

      a series of investigations into the political machination of the munitions industry.  Nye insisted the U.S. had been

      maneuvered into WWI by “merchants of death” such as the giant Du Pont Corporation and other companies, which had been

      only to willing to see young men slaughtered for the sake of bigger sales. 

    - Senators Nye views were popularized in a best selling book of 1935, The Road to War by Walter Millis
E. Neutrality Policy: 

    - In a series of Neutrality Acts passed between 1935 and 1937 Congress said “never again”: 

    a. Warned American citizens against traveling on ships flying the flags of nations at war (no Lusitania)

    b. Required belligerent nations to pay cash for all American goods they purchased and to carry them in their own ships. 

    c. Belligerent nations were forbidden to buy arms in the United States and to buy arms in the U.S. and to borrow money from

        American Banks.   This law was designed to prevent the emergence of an active lobby of munitions makers and bankers

        with a vested interest in the victory of one side in any conflict. 
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XXII. The World Goes to War: 


1938 Austria invaded – implementation of Jewish Law – citizenship revoked, Jobs – Fired, Bank Accounts Frozen


September 1, 1939  - Poland\

 
April 9, 1940           - Denmark and Norway invaded

   
May 10, 1940 
       - Belgium, Holland, and France invaded

        
May 15, 1940           - Holland Surrenders

     
May 28, 1940           - Belgium Surrenders 

        
June 10, 1940           - Norway Surrenders

  
June 22, 1940           - France Surrenders  

   - By June of 1940 Great Britain is the last Democracy in Europe fighting Hitler. 

“There are many among us who in the past have closed their eyes to the events of war, because they believe what was taking place in Europe was none of our business. That we could maintain our physical safety by retiring within our continental boundaries.  Obviously a defense policy based on that is merely to invite future attack.  To those who would not admit the possibility of the approaching storm the past week has meant the shattering of many illusions.” 








May 26, 1941 Franklin D. Roosevelt
   - 1934 Nazi Government under Adolf Hitler began rearming Germany. 

   - 1935 Hitler introduced universal military training and Italy invaded Ethiopia. 

   - 1936 Francisco Franco, a reactionary Spanish General, started a rebellion against the unstable democratic government of

      Spain and received support form Germany and Italy, including troops who treated the Spanish Civil War as a rehearsal for

      bigger things.  – 50,000 American volunteers for democracy went and fought as the Lincoln Brigade. 

   - 1937 Japan sent land forces into China and quickly took the northern capital, then called Pieping, and most of the coastal 

      provinces. 

- 1939 Germany seized Czechoslovakia.  (Studentland was largely populated by people who spoke German). Under

   England’s Prime Minster Neville Chamberlain England and France agreed to the takeover of Czechoslovakia by 

      Germany   in hopes of “having peace in our time”.  Appeasement policy toward Hitler.

A. Benito Mussolini: 

   - Former school master and editor.  Something of a Buffoon in his public posing made do with the appearance of wealth 

      and power. 

   - 1919 Mussolini founded Italy’s Fascist Party. (Fascism – Aggressive Nationalism). Argued that individualism made   

      countries weak and that a strong government led by a dictator was need to impose order on society.  Nations became 

      great by expanding their territories and building up its military. 

   - Fascism was staunch anti-communist standing up for property rights and the middle class. 

   - Backed by fascist known as “Black Shirts”, Mussolini threatened to march on Rome in 1922 claiming he was coming to 

     defend Rome from Communist Revolution. 

   - Liberal members of the Italian Parliament insisted that the King declare martial law.  When he refused the cabinet 

      resigned. Conservative advisers then persuaded the King to appoint Mussolini as the premier. 

   - Once in office Mussolini worked quickly to destroy democracy and set up a dictatorship. Weary of strikes and riots, 

 many Italians welcomed Mussolini’s leadership.  

   - With the support of industrialist, landowners, and the Roman Catholic church, Mussolini – took the title of Il Duce, or 

  “The Leader” embarked on an ambitious program of bringing order to Italy. 

   - October 1935 the poorly trained and equipped Italian Army invaded the Independent African Kingdom of Ethiopia.  The 

      Ethiopian resistance was fierce using antiquated muskets and spears. 

   - Mussolini’s Italy by itself offered no real threat to world peace, Americans either applauded what progress the Italian 

 economy made under Fascist rule or laughed at Mussolini’s comic opera antics.

   - The large Italian army using tanks, and warplanes, and poison gas, over powered the Ethiopian forces and by May 

 1936, Ethiopia’s Emperor had fled to England. 

B. Joseph Stalin:

- After the Russian Revolution in 1917, the Bolshevik Party led by Vladimir Lenin, established the Communist 

   government throughout the Russian empire.  

- 1922 Renamed Russia to the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics (USSR). 

- Lenin died in 1924, and a power struggle ended in 1926 with Joseph Stalin firmly in control as the new Soviet dictator. 

- 1928 Stalin began to industrialize the Soviet Union… Tolerating no opposition, the effort brought about the deaths of 8 

   to 10 million peasants who resisted the Communist policies. 

C. Adolf Hitler: The Third Reich:

     - A fervent anti-communist, and an admirer of Benito Mussolini. 

     - Had fought as a corporal and temporarily lost his sight in WWI. 

     - Hitler like many Germans resented the harsh terms of the Versailles Treaty had forced on the German people. 
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     - Hitler was a founding recruit of the National Socialist German Workers Party – NAZI Party. 

     - November 1923 The Nazis attempted to seize power by marching on city hall in Munich, Germany.  Hitler intended to 

        seize power locally and then march on Berlin, the German capital. The Plan failed and Hitler was arrested. 

     - While in prison Hitler wrote his autobiography “Mien Kampf” (My Struggle). Called for the unification of all Germans

       under one government. Claimed Blond Blue Eyed Germans belonged to a master race called Aryans. Called for Germany to

       expand east into Poland and Russia.

     - The Slavic people of Eastern Europe were inferior race and should be enslaved.  Jews especially were inferior and 

        responsible for majority of the worlds problems, including Germany’s defeat in WWI. 

     - After release from jail – Hitler attempted to get Nazi’s elected to the Reichstag – Germany’s lower Parliament. 

     - With the Great Depression many German’s began voting for radical third parties like the Nazi’s and Communist. 

     - 1932 the Nazi’s comprised the largest party in the Reichstag. 

     - 1933 the German President appointed Hitler the chancellor, or prime minister. 

     - After taking office Hitler called for new elections.  Ordered the crack down on the Socialist and Communist Parties. 

     - Nazi “Brown Shirts” paramilitary units began intimidating voters. The Reichstag dominated by Nazis and other right 

       wing parties voted to give Hitler dictatorial powers.  

     - 1934 Hitler became president, which gave him control of the army. Hitler took the title “Fuher” (leader). 

D. Emperor Hirohito: 

     - Until the summer of 1941 Japanese policy makers were undecided about whether they could best serve their country 

        through negotiations with the U.S. or going to war. 

     - American trade was important to Japan – Japan was the third largest customer of U.S. Products. Japan imported vast 

       quantities of American cotton, copper, scrap iron, and oil. 

     - 1920s Japan imports far exceeded its exports, limiting economic growth and increased unemployment. 

     - The Great Depression resulted in countries raising their tariffs making the situation worse. 

     - Japanese Military officers blamed the country’s problems on corrupt politicians believing democracy was un-Japanese. 

     - The only was for Japan to get needed resources was to seize territory.  

     - In 1933 without government’s approval Japanese officers seized the resource rich province of Manchuria in Northern China  

     - When the Japanese government tried to end the war through negotiations the military assassinated the prime minister. 

     - Although Japan still had a civilian government several military officers were appointed as Prime Minster, supporting a 

         nationalist policy of expanding the empire. 

E. Perverted Nationalism: 

     - All were bitterly antidemocratic – sneering at the ideals of popular rule and individual liberties – regarding them as the 

        source of the world’s economic and social problems.  

     -  In the place of humanistic principles they exalted the totalitarian state as mystically personified in a single person. 

  
Hirohito – the Divine Emperor

Mussolini – the Italian Duce

Hitler – the German Fuhrer 

     - The aggressor nations were militaristic – seeing armed forces as the best means to serving the national purposes. 

     - Japanese Nationalism and German racism were frightening. Nazi’s taught that non Aryans were sub human 

       degenerates who had no claims to decent treatment by the master race. 

     - After disposing of German Communist and Socialist, Nazi paramilitary organizations routinely brutalized German Jews. 

       Hitler’s government stripped them of their civil rights and eventually, during the war, murdered them in extermination

       camps along with millions of Jews form conquered lands, gypsies, handicapped persons, political dissidents, and resistance

       fighters. 

     - Axis Power – Germany, Italy, and Japan became allies formally in 1940. 

XXIII. WAR: 

A. Poland: 

       - October 1938 Hitler demanded the return of Danzig a Polish sea port with strong German roots. Danzig was more than 

         90 percent German and had been separated from Germany at the end of the WWI. 

       - September 1, 1939 Germany invaded Poland. Hitler had neutralized the Soviet Union by signing a “non-aggression pact”

         with Joseph Stalin. With in two days both England and France declared war on Germany. But their was little that could be

         done for Poland as Calvary charges were met by Panzer tanks. 

       - Blitzkrieg – “Lightning War”- the use of massive land, air and sea attacks to encircle your enemy. By October 5, 1939

         the Polish army had been defeated. 

B. Norway and Denmark: 

       - After taking Poland Hitler decided to take Norway and Denmark before invading France. Germany industry depended 

         on Iron Ore from Sweden that had to be shipped down Norway’s coast part of the year. If the British sent troops to 

         Norway they could block the shipments. 

       - On April 9, 1940, the attack began, and within two months, Germany controlled both countries. 
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C. France: 

       - After WWI the French had build a series of Concrete bunkers called the Maginot Line along the German Boarder. 

       - Instead of attacking Germany the French were content to sit behind the Maginot Line and wait for the Germans to 

          attack.. This allowed Germany to deal with Poland, Norway, and Denmark.

       - To go around the Maginot Line the Germans would have to invade the Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg first. 

       - The British and French expecting the invasion sent their troops racing north into Belgium. 

       - The Germans instead of sending their tanks through the open country side of central Belgium, the Germans sent their 

          main force though the Ardennes Mountains of Luxembourg and east Belgium. The French did not think this possible

          and had left little resistance for such an event. 

       - The French and English were trapped in Belgium as the Germans moved quickly across north France to the English

         channel. 

       - June 4 the British managed to evacuate their remain troops some 338,000 British and French troops from the

         little port of Dunkirk only by mobilizing virtually every ship and boat that was capable of crossing the English Channel. 

      - June 22, 1940 Hitler accepted the French Surrender in the same railway car that the Germans had surrendered at the end 

       of WWI. 

     - Germany occupied Northern France and most of the coast.  To govern the rest of the country Germany installed a puppet

       Government at the town of Vichy (Vichy Government) and made Marshal Philippe Petain the government’s figure head. 

     - Spring 1941 – 11 countries and some 70 million people fell under the German Flag. 

D. Winston Churchill: “Battle of Britain”:

“Even though large tracts of Europe have fallen… we shall not flag or fail… We shall defend our Island, whatever 

  the cost may be… We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields 

  and in the streets, we shall fight in the hills; we shall never surrender” 
Winston Churchill

     - British Prime Minister after a no confidence vote in Chamberlain. 

     - The British Channel posed an obstacle to Germany being they had little in landing crafts and the English air force posed a

        real threat.   

     - Hitler ordered Luftwaffe (German air force) to launch a relentless aerial bombardment of the country’s while Germany 

        expanded its power in the south. 

     - August 23, German bombers accidentally bombed London, the British Capital. The British responded by bombing 

       Berlin. Hitler ordered his Luftwaffe to stop attacks on military targets and concentrate on bombing London.

     - Terrorize the British people into surrender. 

     - Although the royal air force was greatly out numbered they did have one great advantage – RADAR – which allowed 

       them to detect incoming German aircraft and direct British fighters to intercept them. Inflicting more losses on the 

       Germans than the British.

     - October 12, 1940 Hitler cancelled the invasion of Britain. 
E. Soviet Union: 

     - June 1941, the Fuhrer made what is widely regarded as his greatest blunder in invading the Soviet Union.  

     - At first the German Army met with little resistance. 

     - German Armored units rolled unimpeded into the Russian Heartland, almost surrounding Leningrad in the north, 

        threatening Moscow in the center, and capturing much of Stalingrad in the south taking 1.4 million Russian prisoners. 
     - At this point the German advanced stalled. 

     - In nearly every country Hitler’s Waffen SS troops and Regular German Army carried out a policy of oppression and 

       mass murder. 
XXIV. The Holocaust: 

     - Summer of 1945 reports of genocide in German Europe had not been exaggerated at thought. 

     - Nazis had systematically exterminated 6 million Jews and 1 million other people in factories called “camps” that had 

       been specifically designed for the killing and disposing of the bodies of the dead on a mass scale.  

     - The photographs and films of the walking skeletons of Dachau, Auschwitz, and Buchenwald; the “shower baths” where the

       victims were gassed; the cremation ovens; the human garbage dumps, arms and legs protruding obscenely from heaps of

       corpses like discarded furniture: these shocking spectacles mocked human pretensions to enlightenment and decency such

       as no previous atrocity could do. 
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A. The Nuremberg Laws: 

     - 1935 took citizenship away from Jewish Germans and banned marriage between Jews and other Germans. 

     - Jews could not hold public office or vote. 

     - Jews could not employ female German servants under the age of 35. 

     - Jews with German sounding last names were to adopt Jewish sounding last names. 

     - Passports of Jews were to be marked with a red J to clearly identify Jews. 

     - 1936 half of German Jews were jobless having lost the right to work as civil servants, journalist, farmers, teachers, and

        actors. 

     - 1938 Jews were not allowed to practice law, medicine, or operate a business. 

B. Kristallnacht: 

     - November 7, 1938 a young Jewish refugee name Herschel Grynszpan shot and killed a German diplomat in Paris. 

     - Herschel was seeking revenge for the deportation of his father and 10,000 other German Jews to Poland.   

     - Hitler ordered his minister of propaganda, Joseph Goebbels, to stage attacks against Jews that would appear to be 

       spontaneous popular reaction to the news of the murder.  

     - Kristallnact or “Night of Broken Glass” – as German and Austrian Nazis stormed into the houses of Jews broke in stores 

       and left the streets covered with glass afterward. 

    - 90 Jews lay dead and hundred injured and thousands terrorized. 

    - 7,500 Jewish businesses destroyed and wrecked nearly 180 synagogues. 

    - The state seized insurance payments for damages and fined the Jewish community for the cost of the damages.
C. Jewish Refugees: 

    - 1939 some 350,000 Jews escaped Nazi controlled Europe. 

    - Nazi orders forbid Jews from taking more than four dollars out of Germany. 

    - Many countries refused to accept Jews.  The SS St. Louis circled the U.S. and Latin America being refused to disembark 

       their cargo of 900 Jewish immigrants.  Many of these Jews ended up back in Europe in Concentration camps. 

D. The Final Solution: 

    - January 20, 1942, Nazi leader met at the Wannsee Conference, held in Berlin suburb, to determine the “final solution 

       to the Jewish question”. 

   - Concentration Camps operated on slave labor would exterminate all Jewish in massive gas chambers. 

   - Auschwitz alone housed about 100,000 people in 300 barracks.  Gas chambers were built to kill 2,000 people at a time, 

      sometimes gassing as many as 12,000 people in a day.  1,600,000 died at Auschwitz. 

XXV. America Enters the War: 

   - 1938 American Army 17th largest army in the world smaller than tiny Rumania. 
   - March 1940 only 43 percent of Americans thought that German victory in Europe would threaten them in any way; 

      by July, almost 80 percent thought so.  Viewing Hitler as a madman who wanted to conquer the world. 

   - As early as 1938 F.D.R realized that appeasing Hitler did not lead to peace, only a show of force or the use of it would 

      stop the Fuhrer. 

   - F.D.R. could not afford to get to far ahead of the public.  He would float trial balloons by delivering militant anti-Nazi 

      speeches. If the reaction was hostile, he backed down; if friendly, he moved ahead. 

A. The Neutrality Act of 1939:   

    - Two days after Britain and France declared war on Germany F.D.R. declared the U.S. neutral. 

    - F.D.R. called Congress into Special secession to revise the neutrality laws. He asked congress to replace the ban on 

      arms sales with a cash and carry provision.   

    - 1940 F.D.R. announced he was trading 50 old destroyers the British needed to counter German U-boats for naval bases 

       in Bermuda, Newfoundland, and British colonies in the Caribbean. 
B. Burke Wadsworth Act: Selective Training and Service Act:
    - September 16, 1940 FDR instituted the first peace time draft law in American history and appropriated $37 billion to build
      up the navy and army air corp. 

    - All able bodied men ages 21 to 30 must register for military service. 

    - Congress calls it a national defense measure – Draftees may only be sent to defend American territory. 

    - 2/3rds of American recruits in 1940 have never fired a rifle, still using WWI Springfield rifles, helmets, and horses. 

    - America is very unprepared for war. 
C. Third Term: Election of 1940:

    - With America in such a precarious position F.D.R. broke with tradition as Grant and Theodore Roosevelt had attempted. 

    - Republican chose Wendell Willkie who had been a Democrat for most of his life.  An attractive and personable 

       Indianian who had relocated to Wall Street, Willkie made it clear that he differed only in degree from the popular F.D.R. 

    - Americans felt they were better off by sticking with the leader who was already tested. F.D.R. easily won the election. 
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D. The Lend Lease Act: 

    - By December 1940 Great Britain had run out of funds to continue to purchase need American arms. 

    - The U.S. would lend or lease arms to any country considered “vital to the defense of the United States”.  

    - The U.S. could send arms to any country as long as the promised to return them or pay rent at the end of the war. 

    - The U.S. would serve as the “arsenal of democracy”.  Turning out arms of all sorts to be lent to Britain.  Eventually, with 

       lend lease extended to the Soviet Union, such aid totaled $54 billion. 

    - F.D.R. proclaimed a neutral zone that extended from North American waters to Iceland.  F.D.R. sent troops to 

      Greenland, a possession of conquered Denmark, and ordered American destroyers to patrol the sea lands, warning 

      British ships of enemies beneath the waves.  This action allowed Britain to focus their resources on securing home. 

    - The U.S. was at war in everything but name. 

E. The Atlantic Charter: 

    - August 1941 F.D.R. and Churchill met on a ship off the coast of Newfoundland and patterned the Atlantic Charter after 

     Wilson Fourteen Points. (F.D.R. was smart and wanted to know what he was fighting for.)

    - Provided for self determination of nations after the war; free trade and freedom of the seas; the disarmament of aggressor 

      nations; and some new means of collective world security, a provision that would evolve into the United Nations. 

    - October 1941 the U.S.S. Reuben James Destroyer was sunk with the loss of 100 sailor and prowar sentiment flamed. 

    - F.D.R. still did ask for a declaration of war in hopes that Great Britain and the Soviet Union could handle Germany 

      without the loss of American lives and did not want to go to war without a unified nation behind him. 

    - Hitler supporter such as Father Charles Coughlin and members of the American Bund and Silver Shirts were muted. 

    - F.D.R. was concerned about old fashioned isolationists who formed the well financed and active America First 

      Committee. Former President Herbert Hoover, ex-New Dealer Hugh Johnson, and Progressive intellectuals such Charles 

      A. Beard despised Hitler. They feared the U.S. would go to war to protect British imperialism-Empire an unworthy goal. 

    - F.D.R. confided in Winston Churchill that he would not ask for war until some dramatic incident – in other words a 

       direct attack on the U.S. 

   - Neither side in the debate focused all their attention on Europe ignoring Asia. 

   - October 1941 American government agents intercept a secret Nazi map to reorganize South America after he conquered it. 
   - November 1941 Germany, Japan, Italy reaffirm their military alliance – all agree to safeguard their common interests. 
XXVI. Pearl Harbor: 

   - The pro war factions of the imperial government headed by General Hideki Tojo, gave negotiators until early November 

      to come up with a formula for peace with Japan being recognized as the dominant economic power in China which 

      could not be reconciled with the Open Door Policy, to which the U.S. was committed. 

   - December 7, 1941 Admiral Isorosku Yamamoto, (who admired the U.S. and studied at Harvard University) engineered a 

      tactically brilliant aerial attack on Pearl Harbor. 

   - Japanese planes sank or badly damaged 8 battleship, 7 other vessels, and 188 airplanes and killed or wounded 3,435 

      servicemen.   (2403 killed)
   - The Three American Air Craft Carriers were out to sea and escaped unscathed. Yamamoto understood the air superiority 

      was key to the war in the Pacific and in this the U.S. still retained superiority over Japan, and he appreciated the 

      American industrial might compared with that of Japan. 

     “I fear we have only awakened a sleeping giant,” he told his officers, “and his reaction will be terrible”.

   - Roosevelt went the next day to Congress describing December 7, 1941 as:

  “a day that will live in infamy – the United States of America was suddenly and deliberately attacked by the naval 

    and air forces of Japan… I believe I interpret the will of the Congress and of the people when I assert that we will 

    not only defend ourselves to the uttermost, but we will make very certain that this form of treachery shall never 

    endanger us again… No matter how long it may take us… the American people in their righteous might will win 

    through to absolute victory”.

   - Senate voted 82 to 0 and the House of Representatives 388 to 1 – only Representative Janette Rankin of Montana who 

      had been the only one to vote against WWI refused. 

   - In every city in the nation during the next several weeks, the army’s and navy’s enlistment offices were jammed with 

      stunned and angry young men. 

  - December 7, 1941 Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, Guam, Philippines, Wake Island, and Midway Island.

  - December 11, 1941 both Germany and Italy declared war on the United States. 

	Act or Program 
	Acronym 
	Year Enacted 
	Significance

	Agricultural Adjustment Act 
	AAA 
	1933 
	Protected farmers from price drops by providing crop subsidies to reduce production, educational programs to teach methods of preventing soil erosion. 

	Civil Works Administration 
	CWA 
	1933 
	Provided public works jobs at $15/week to four million workers in 1934. 

	Civilian Conservation Corps 
	CCC 
	1933 
	Sent 250,000 young men to work camps to perform reforestation and conservation tasks. Removed surplus of workers from cities, provided healthy conditions for boys, provided money for families. 

	Federal Emergency Relief Act 
	FERA 
	1933 
	Distributed millions of dollars of direct aid to unemployed workers. 

	Glass-Steagall Act 
	FDIC 
	1933 
	Created federally insured bank deposits ($2500 per investor at first) to prevent bank failures. 

	National Industrial Recovery Act 
	NIRA 
	1933 
	Created NRA to enforce codes of fair competition, minimum wages, and to permit collective bargaining of workers. 

	National Youth Administration 
	NYA 
	1935 
	Provided part-time employment to more than two million college and high school students. 

	Public Works Administration 
	PWA 
	1933 
	Received $3.3 billion appropriation from Congress for public works projects. 

	Rural Electrification Administration 
	REA 
	1935 
	Encouraged farmers to join cooperatives to bring electricity to farms. Despite its efforts, by 1940 only 40% of American farms were electrified. 

	Securities and Exchange Commission 
	SEC 
	1934 
	Regulated stock market and restricted margin buying. 

	Social Security Act 
	
	1935 
	Response to critics (Dr. Townsend and Huey Long), it provided pensions, unemployment insurance, and aid to blind, deaf, disabled, and dependent children. 

	Tennessee Valley Authority 
	TVA 
	1933 
	Federal government build series of dams to prevent flooding and sell electricity. First public competition with private power industries 

	Wagner Act 
	NLRB 
	1935 
	Allowed workers to join unions and outlawed union-busting tactics by management. 

	Works Progress Administration 
	WPA 
	1935 
	Employed 8.5 million workers in construction and other jobs, but more importantly provided work in arts, theater, and literary projects.
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