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I. Progressive Era:

A.  Reform: - to change into a new and improved condition.

    - removal of faults or abuses so as to restore to a former good state.

    - to bring from bad, good. 

    - American History Reform has come to mean peaceful, usually gradual change, as opposed to violent and sudden change,

      which America defines as Revolution.

B. Rise of Progressivism: 

    1. An age of reform:

    - The changes that progressives demanded and put for the most part into effect were not original with the new century. 

    - Borrowed ideas from Mugwumps, preachers of the Social Gospel, woman suffragist, urban social workers, moralist, and

      even the adherents of various socialistic theories of the preceding era. 

    - William Allen White oversimplified ancestry of the twentieth century reform movement when he wrote that the

      progressives “caught the Populist in swimming and stole all their clothing except the frayed under -drawers of free

       silver”. 

    2. Who were the Progressives: 

    - Few came from the industrialist and financial elite. 

    - Fewer still came form the masses of laboring people and poor farmers. 

    - Most progressives were middle class. 

    - Progressives who took to the stump or typewriter and those who rant for public office were lawyers, physicians, ministers,

      teachers, journalist, social workers, small businessmen, and the wives and daughters of the middle class. 

    - Women were breaking free of nursery, parlor, and chapel in order to play a part in public life.   

    - Progressives were “in between” – what was good about America was the Middle Class – The middle class was threatened

      by the plutocrats from above and the mob from below. 

    - Progressives objected to: 


    

- the immense power of great corporations.



- wanted Rockefellers and Morgan’s to be forced to behave in a way that was good for society. 

    - Progressives were concerned with the moral welfare of those below them on the social ladder they also feared them. 

    - Voiced concerns that slums were tinderboxes of anger, ready to explode into destruction and anarchy. 

    - Progressives had been the staunch enemy of the Populist during the 1890s. 

    - William Allen White a leader of the Independent Progressive Party 1912-1916 had made his name as the author of the 

      anti-Populist propaganda called “What’s the Matter with Kansas?” 

    3. Of towns, WASP, and Righteousness: 
    a. The City: 
    - Progressives was a movement of the cities and towns – not of the countryside. 

    - Progressive President Theodore Roosevelt was the only President of his day to have been born in a City. (NY)

    b. Minority Groups: 
    - A few progressives had represented minority groups: 

    - Louis Brandies – Jewish – Lawyer who helped design the Democratic party program. 

    - Alfred E. Smith – Irish – Devoted Catholic – Politician in NY State. 

    - Robert F. Wagner – German – Devoted Catholic – Politician in NY State.

    - W.E.B. Dubois – Black – founded the NAACP – National Association of Colored People
    - Most Progressive leaders were old stock – Americans of northern European origin. 

    c. Not broad minded: 

    - Moralistic to the point of self righteousness. 

    - searching for absolute right and absolute wrong in every political disagreement. 

    - progressives, life was a long holy crusade for what was right. 

    4. Unity and Variety: 

    - progressives believed that an active, assertive state was the only force that could bring the corporations to heel and provide

      for the welfare of the weak and unfortunate. 

    - Herbert Croly - The Promise of American Life – 1909:  Called for serving “Jeffersonian ends,” the good of the common

      people, by the use of “Hamiltonian means,” the power of the state.  What business was to the industrialist, democracy to the

      Jacksonaians, and liberty to the Founding Fathers, government was to the progressives. 
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C. The Muckrakers: 

1. Crusading Journalist 

    - first articulated the progressive ideas while investigating social issues and political corruption. 

    - Mass circulation magazines such as McClure’s, The Arena, Collier’s Cosmopolitan and Everybody’s became very popular

       when their editors discovered the appetite for the journalism of exposure. 

    - Magazines were soon filled with: - revelations about corruption in government - chicanery in business – social evils like

       child labor and prostitution – racial segregation issues. 

    - Theodore Roosevelt called the new journalists “muckrakers” after a character in John Bunyan’s religious

      classic, Pilgrim’s Progress. 

    - Roosevelt felt the writers were so busy raking through the muck of American society, the failed to look up and see its 

      glories in the stars. 

    - In the first decade of the century no fewer than 2,000 articles and books of exposure were published. 

    2. Ida Tarbell: 

    - Reporter for McClure’s

    - 1904 wrote a thorough indictment – painstakingly detailing the morally dubious business practices or John D. Rockefeller. 

    - Standard Oil Executives assumed she was a gullible female reporter – but quickly learned otherwise as exposed the scandal. 

    3. Lincoln Steffens: 

    - Reporter for McClure’s

    - reported on vote stealing and other corrupt practices of urban political machines. 

    - Articles were collected into a book called The Shame of the Cities. 

    - Later visits the USSR and return a convinced Communist. 

    4. Jacob Riis: 

    - 1890 Book How the Other Half lives – described the poverty, disease, and crime that afflicted many immigrant

       neighborhoods in New York City. 

    5. Upton Sinclair: In The Jungle: 

    - most successful of the muckrakers. 

    - 1906 Sinclair was a young unknown Socialist when he wrote a novel about how ethnic prejudice and economic exploitation

       in Chicago turned an immigrant into a revolutionary who was determined to smash the capitalist system. 

    - The Jungle was too radical for the mass circulation magazines – Sinclair had to turned to a Socialist party weekly

      newspaper – The Appeal to Reason to get published 

    - One issue sold over a million copies – Success over 100 thousand copies in Book form. 

    - Even reached the desk of President Theodore Roosevelt. 

    - The passages that made it a best seller were the realistically lurid descriptions of the condition under which meat was

      processed in Chicago slaughterhouses. 

    - The Jungle publicized well documented tales of rats ground up into sausage, workers with tuberculosis coughing on the

      meat they packed, and filth at every point along the disassembly line. 

     “I aimed at the nations heart – and hit it in the stomach” Upton Sinclair

    - Within months of the Jungles’ publication a federal meat inspection bill that had been languishing in Congress was rushed

       through under public pressure and promptly signed by President Roosevelt. 

D. Making Government More efficient: 

    - Progressives believed that many problems in society could be solved if government worked properly.

    - Progressives believed that business had become more efficient by applying the principles of scientific management. 

    - Progressives argued that managing a modern city required experts, not politicians. 

    - Democratic process had led to compromise and corruption – in most major cities the mayor or city council chose the heads

      of city departments.  – these job went to political supporters and friends – who often knew little about city service. 

- progressive’s solution: Commission Plan – a city’s government would divide into several departments, which would each 

  be divided into several departments, which would each be place under the control of an expert commissioner. 

    - City of Galveston, TX adopted the Commission Plan in 1901.

E. Democracy and Progressivism: 

    1. Robert La Follete: 

    - Wisconsin’s “Fighting Bob”- was elected to be governor. 

    - party bosses controlled the selection of convention delegates, they also controlled which candidates were chosen to run 

      for office.  

    - La Follete pressured the state legislature to hold direct primary – in which all party members could vote for a candidate to

       run in the general election.  

    - Wisconsin became known as the “laboratory of democracy”
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    2. Progressives finish influences of Populist: 

    a. Introduced the concepts of  Initiative, Recall, and Referendum:

   
- Initiative – allows voter through petition, to put measures on the ballot independent of actions by the legislatures and

               thus free of manipulations by powerful lobbies. 


- Recall – allows voter through petition to force a public official to stand for election before his or her term is up.

                Meant to discourage politicians form backing down on campaign promises. 


- Referendum – allowed voters to vote directly on laws rather than indirectly through their Representatives; it is the

                means by which Initiative measures and recall petitions can be decided. 

     b. Seventeenth Amendment:

     - Progressives called for the direct election of senators by a all state voters. 

     - 1912 Congress passed the direct election amendment. 

     - 1913 the Amendment was ratified and became the Seventeenth Amendment. 

F. Suffrage Movement: 

     1. Suffrage – The right to Vote – Women’s Vote.

     - Elizabeth Cady Stanton – Lucretia Mott – organized the first women’s rights convention in Seneca Falls. 

     - the suffrage movement members were associated with the abolitionist movement and with the Civil War they chose to 

       focus on abolishing slavery. 

     - the debate over the 14th and 15th Amendments split the Suffrage movement into two groups: 

     a. Elizabeth Cady and Susan B. Anthony Stanton led the National Women Suffrage Association (NWSA) 

     - wanted to focus on a constitutional amendment allowing women suffrage.

     b. Lucy Stone and Julia Ward Howe led the American Women Suffrage Association (AWSA)

     - convinced the best strategy was to convince state governments to give women the right to vote before focusing on a

        constitutional amendment. 

     - split reduced the suffrage movement effectiveness. 

     - 1878 a constitutional amendment for women’s suffrage failed.

     - 1900 only Wyoming, Idaho, Utah, and Colorado granted women voting rights. 

     2. National American Woman Suffrage Movement (NAWSA): 
     - Until 1910 women were not politically active – Progressive movement – middle class women concluded that they needed

        the vote to promote social reforms. 

     - As suffrage movement grew members began lobbying lawmakers, organizing marches, and delivering speeches on street

        corners. 

     - 1912 Washington, Oregon, California, Arizona, and Kansas granted women the right to vote. 

     - Alice Paul – Organized a march on Washing Mach 3, 1913 a day before Wilson’s inauguration. 

     - Paul wanted to use pickets and extreme measures to force Wilson’s Hand – she leaves the NAWSA and founds the National

       Women’s Party. 

     - Paul’s supporters picketed the White House – blocked sidewalks, changed themselves to lampposts, and went on hunger

       strikes if arrested. 

     - 1915 Carrie Chapman Catt became the leader of the NAWSA and through the organizations support behind Wilson’s

        reelection. 

     - Wilson’s supported the Democratic Parity’s platform calling on states to give women the vote. 

     3. The Nineteenth Amendment: 
     - 1918 The House of Representatives passed a proposal for a women’s suffrage amendment but even with Wilson’s

        endorsement the Senate failed to pass it by two votes. 

     - June 1919 the Senate finally passed the Nineteenth Amendment by exactly the two thirds votes needed. 

     - August 26, 1920 three fourths of the states ratified the Amendment guaranteeing women’s right to vote went into effect. 


Votes for Women? T.R. Says: It does not matter


“Personally, I believe in women’s suffrage, but I am not an enthusiastic advocate of it, because I do no regard it as a very important matter, I am unable to see that there has been any special improvement in the position of women in those states in the West that have adopted woman’s suffrage, as compared to those states adjoining them that have not ad9opted it.  I do not think that giving the woman suffrage will produce any marked improvement in the condition of women.  I do not believe that it will produce any of the evils feared, and I am very certain that when women as a whole take any special interest in the matter they will have suffrage if they desire.”

 APUSH
 


 Unit 12: The Progressive Era 
 




Page 4

G. Social Welfare Progressivism: 

      1. The Campaign against Child Labor: 

      - Children had always worked on family farms. 

      - Factory work though was monotonous, and the conditions were often unhealthy. 

      - 1900 – 1.7 million children under the age of 16 worked in factories

      - 1904 reformers established the Child Labor Committee to abolish child labor. 

      - 1900s child laborer’s declined – the new wealth by industry enabled them to survive without having their children work. 

      - Compulsory education laws meant that wives had to go in children’s place. 

      2. Health and Safety Codes: 

      - Triangle Shirtwaist Company – 1911 New York City Fire – 150 women workers died – trapped by doors locked from 

         the outside. 

      - 1900s thousands of people died or were seriously injured on the job – they or their families received little if no

         compensation for their injuries. 

      - Progressives pushed for workers compensation laws to establish insurance funds financed by employers. 

      - Progressives also developed zoning laws that divided a city into zones for commercial, residential, or other development,

         thereby regulating how land and buildings could be used. 

      - Building codes set minimum standards for light, air, room size, and sanitation, and required buildings to have fire escapes. 

      - Restaurants and other facilities were required to maintain clean environment for their patrons. 

      3. Prohibition Movement:  

      - Many progressives believed that alcohol was responsible for many domestic problems in American life. 

      - Settlement Houses hated the effects on families – scarce wages lost, physical, mental abuse an sickness. 

      - Temperance Movement advocated the moderation or elimination of alcohol.

      - Saloon’s were seen at the enemy. 

      - 1874 a group of women formed the Women’s Christian Temperance Movement (WCTM): 
      - WCTM had nearly 250 thousand members. 

      - At first the temperance movement worked to reduce alcohol consumption later prohibition. 

      - Carry A. Nation of Kansas – a women who suffered her whole life with a drunken husband and poverty. 1900 she launched

         a campaign of direct action, leading hatchet wielding women into saloons where before the bewildered eyes of

         saloonkeepers and customers, the methodically chopped the place to  pieces. 

      4. Progressives verse Big Business: 
      - progressives believed that wealth was concentrated in the hands of to few people.

      - concerned about giant companies that dominated many industries. 

      - Solutions: 

a. Government should break up big companies and restore competition. 

- The Sherman Anti Trust Act - 1890

b. Government agencies to regulate big companies and prevent them from abusing their powers.

- The Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) - 1887

c. Socialism: some progressives advocated – where government should own and operate companies for the community

    as a whole. 

      - Eugene Debs – former American Railway Union leader won nearly a million votes for president as a candidate for the

        American Socialist Party in 1912.

II. President Theodore Roosevelt: 

A. The Square Deal: “New Nationalism”

      - 1904 declared “I shall see to it… that every man has a square deal, no less, no more”. TR

      - Believed that U.S. needed to adopt progressivism reform in order to maintain an efficient society that could compete

        successfully against other nations. 

      1. Trust Busting: 
      - TR wanted to supervise big business without destroying its economic efficiency. 

      - TR took on Northern Securities Company – The company was the designed by J.P. Morgan and railroaders Edward H.

         Harriman and James J. Hill to end the struggle for control of the railroads in the northern quarter of the country. 

      - Under McKinley the Sherman Antitrust Act had nearly died from disuse. – Morgan was shocked. 

      - Morgan wrote to Roosevelt “If we have done any thing wrong, send your man to my man and we fix it up”.

      - Roosevelt refused to get in business with big business and relied on the courts. 
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      2. Northern Securities v. The United States: 

      - 1904 dealt with the application of congressional antitrust legislation. The party involved held three-fourths of the stock in

         two parallel railroad lines. By a narrow 5-4 decision the Court upheld the application of the Sherman Antitrust Act.  The

         Court ruled that the holding company clearly intended to eliminate competition between the two railroads, violating the

         constitutional right of Congress to regulate interstate commerce. 

      - Roosevelt instituted forty antitrust suit – winning twenty five progressives gave him the nick name “Trust Buster”.
B. Coal Strike of 1902: 

      1. United Mine Workers (UMW):

      - 1902 Autumn Roosevelt intervened in a strike by 140,000 anthracite miners. 

      - The Miners demands were moderate they asked for a 20 percent increase in pay, an eight hour work day, and recognition

         of their union – The United Mine Workers as their agent.

      - The mine owners refused – It was an unstable industry with price fluctuations that they feared long term contracts with

         their employees. 

      - Leader of the operators (mine owners) George F. Baer told newspaper reporters that he would never deal with the UNW

         because God had entrusted him and the other owners with the control of the mines of Pennsylvania. 

      - UNW leader John Mitchell was a modest likeable man – Roosevelt also new he was always fighting socialist in the Union. 

      - Roosevelt let it be known that if the strike continued into winter that he would use troops to dispossess the owners and run

        the mines. 

      - Believing the President to be so rash – J.P. Morgan pressured the mine owners to go to Washington and work out a

         settlement. 

      - Arbitration – settlement imposed by an outside party that was binding. 

      - Compromise: 

      - Miners got a 10 percent raise and a nine hour day, but the owners did not recognize the legal status of the UMW. 

      - Roosevelt had broke with his predecessors in using federal troops to break up a strike and forced the powerful industrialist

         to bow to his will on behalf of a “square deal” for the workingman. 

      - The exception would be in all cases if Socialist were involved. 

C. Federal Changes:  

      1. Congress created the Department of Commerce and Labor. 

      2. Congress Passed the Expedition Act – gave federal antitrust suit precedence on circuit court dockets. 

      3. 1906 Roosevelt pushed the Hepburn Act – which tried to strengthen the ICC by giving it the power to set railroad rates. 

D. Social Welfare Actions: 

      1. After Upton Sinclair’s best seller the Jungle exposing the Meat Industry Congress responded with the Meat Inspection 

          Act:
      - required federal inspection of meat sold through interstate commerce and required the Agriculture Department to set

        standards of cleanliness in meat packing plants. 

      2. The Pure Food and Drug Act: 1906 Same day as above – prohibited the manufacture, sale, or shipment of impure or

          falsely labeled foods or drugs. 

E. Lame Duck Roosevelt: 

      - 1908 Congress side stepped most of Roosevelt initiatives. 

      - T.R. had publicly acclaimed in 1904 victory that “a wise which limits the president to two terms regards the substance

          and not the form, and under no circumstances will be a candidate for or accept another nomination.” 

      - Roosevelt had defined himself as a two term president – keeping with tradition. 
      - In 1908 Roosevelt would have won easily if he been willing to forget his 1904 pledge. 
III. President William Howard Taft: 
A. Roosevelt Successor:    

      - William Howard Taft – then 1908 Roosevelt’s Secretary of War was not a man who either conservatives of progressive

         Republicans would have chosen indicates just how powerful Roosevelt was. 

      - Taft hated Politics! Only elected post prior to 1908 had been a judge in Ohio. 

      - Sober, cautious, reflective, dignified, even shy before a crowd, he was an excellent administrator, but no showman. 

      - Roosevelt Energetic – Taft weighed over 300 pounds – was truly only at ease when he settled into a swivel chair behind a

        desk or sank into an overstuffed couch with other easy going men. 

      - Only form of exercise was golf which was considered a sissy’s game in the early twentieth century.

      - Taft had loyally supported Roosevelt’s reforms – TR felt he would carry out the “square deal”. 

 APUSH
 



 Unit 12: The Progressive Era 
 



Page 6

B. Election of 1908: 

      1. Democrats – William Jennings Bryan – Has lost twice before. 

      - Republicans began referring to him as the “mad messiah”.

      - No longer young and was shopworn beyond his years and growing a paunch as a consequence gluttony.

      - His staple farmer of the Midwest were no longer struggling – many were well dressed and building substantial homes. 

      - 1900 issue of imperialism was dead. 

      2. Republicans – “smiling Bill” Taft - 

      - Had served as governor of the Philippines.

      - Bryan won a smaller percentage than his previous two tries. 

      - The Socialist Party – They had charted a private train – the “Red Special” on which candidate Debs crisscrossed the

         country – his crowds were big and enthusiastic. 

      - Debs only received 16 thousand more than 1904. 

C. The Payne-Aldrich Tariff Act: 

      - Taft implemented 90 Antitrust Acts – twice as many as Roosevelt but no one called him a “Trust Buster”.

      - Taft alienated progressives immediately after taking office when he stumbled over the obstacle that T.R. had danced

        around so nimbly – the tariff. 

      - 1909 duties were high at 46.5 percent of value – set by the Dingley Tariff of 1897.

      - Conservative Republicans saw the tariff traditionally as protecting American investment.

      - Mid-western Progressives – believed that American industry was strong enough to stand up to European Competition. 

      - The tariff was purely and simply a subsidy of excessive corporate profits because it allowed manufacturers to set their

         prices inordinately high. 

      - Farmer were twice stung by High prices at home and European Nations, except Great Britain, retaliated against the

         Dingley Tariff by levy high duties on American Agricultural products. 

      - Taft called congress into session in March 1909 and the House drafted a reasonable reduction of rates the Payne bill. 

      - Senate – Nelson Aldrich of Rhode Island – a close ally of industrialist engineered eight hundred amendment to what

         became the Payne-Aldrich Act. 
      - On most of the commodities, the final rate was higher than under the Dingley Tariff. 

      - Taft who had promised to lower the tariff worked out a compromise – the Conservative Republicans got their high tariff

         but agreed to a 2 percent corporate income tax and a constitutional amendment that legalized the income tax. 

      - Sixteenth Amendment – Personal Income Tax – Ratified in 1913. 

      - Taft instead of emphasizing the progressive aspects of this arrangement which TR would have done Taft described the

         Payne Aldrich Act as “the best tariff that the Republican party ever passed”. 

 D. The Ballinger- Pinchot Controversy: 

      1. “Uncle” Joe Cannon: 

      - reactionary Speaker of the House of Representatives – from Illinois. 

      - Conservative Republican – blatantly a spokesman for big business – to the point of being a stereotype. 

      - Speaker of H.R. and Chairman of the House Rules committee. 

      - put progressives on unimportant committees and loaded the important committees with his stooges. 

      - tobacco chewer, hard drinker – who was not infrequently drunk and a foul mouth. 

      - Taft found Cannon’s company uncomfortable. 

      - A number of Midwestern progressives calling themselves “insurgents” voted with Democrats to strip Cannon of his near

        dictatorial powers under House rules, Taft joined with the Speaker to deny the “insurgents” access to party money and

        patronage in the midterm election of 1910. 

      2. Secretary of the Interior Richard A. Ballinger and Chief Forester Gifford A Pinchot:  

      - Ballinger released to private developers a number of hydroelectric sites that Pinchot had persuaded Roosevelt to reserve. 

      - Pinchot protested to Taft and presented him with evidence that Ballinger was in secret collusion with the very business

         interest his decision favored. 

      - Taft was unimpressed with the evidence and favored Ballinger. 

      - Taft didn’t care for his crusading Pinchot who seemed like an insurgent he refused to accept his resignation. 

      - Pinchot did not resign but seething, leaked his evidence against Ballinger to Collier’s magazine, which was still in the

         muckraking mood. 

      - For this inexcusable offense Taft fired Pinchot. 

      - Pinchot immediately booked passage to Italy where Roosevelt was vacationing and brought evidence of Big Bill Taft as a

         traitor to the cause of reform. 
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      3. Result:

      - Congressional election of 1910 – sweeping Democratic victory – Democrats taking control of the House and Democrats 

         and progressive Republicans grabbing control of the Senate from conservative Republicans. 

      - By singing the Payne-Aldrich Act, supporting Ballinger over Pinchot, and backing Cannon Taft gave the impression that

         he had “sold the Square Deal, down the river”. 

E. Taft’s Progressive Reforms: 

      1. Children’s Bureau: 

      - Federal Agency that investigated and publicized problems with child labor.  

      2. Mann-Elkins Act: 

      - 1910 which increased the regulatory powers of the ICC. 

IV. The Wilson Years: 

A. The Election of 1912: 

      1. Democratic Party: 

      - Convention in Baltimore with an abundance of nominees. 

      - The South was “solid” in delivering electoral votes to the Democratic column. 

      - At the convention you need a two thirds vote to become a nominee and hence the south could veto anyone they opposed. 

      - Problem was that none of the four leading candidates were objectionable to the South, and each had his southern

         supporters; thus the usual southern bloc was split. 

      a. William Jennings Bryan – Three time loser.

      b. Oscar Underwood of Alabama – supported by southern “Bourbon” conservatives but was unacceptable to southern

          progressives – who were more accurately described as Populist – who preached racism along with attacks on big business. 

      c. Champ Clark “the Old Hound Dawg” of Missouri – supported by progressives confident of winning the convention. 

      d. Woodrow Wilson – Governor of New Jersey – nominated on the 46th ballot when Bryan through his influence behind him. 

      2. Woodrow Wilson: 

      - actually a Southerner born in Virginia and had practice law in Georgia as a young man. 

      - Ph.D. in Jurist Prudence. 

      - Professor of political Science at Princeton University.

      - 1902 Wilson was named President of Princeton University the first non- Presbyterian minister to hold the post. 

      - Wilson’s farther, and both Grandfathers, as well as his first wife’s father were parsons – ministers. 

      - Wilson was unbending Calvinist morality and had stern sensitivity to the struggle between good and evil. 

      3. Campaign “New Freedom”: 

      - Wilson emphasized states rights to the extent that he opposed the Progressive party’s comprehensive social program as

         strongly as Taft did. 

      - Considered Roosevelt’s proposals to be a dangerous expansion of government powers. 

      - TR concluded that consolidation, even monopoly, was inevitable in an industrial society, and that the federal government

         should supervise the operations of big corporations in the public interest. 

      - Wilson condemned TR as “a partnership between the government and the trusts”. 

      - Wilson believed that competition in business was still possible in modern America. 

      - Wilson – the government should ensure free competition by breaking up the trusts and then letting the economy function

         without direction. 

      4. The Republican Party Split: 

      - Roosevelt felt that Taft had failed to live up to the Progressive Party’s ideals he informed seven state governors that he was

         willing to accept the Republican Nomination. 

      - National Convention in Chicago – conservatives rallied behind Taft – progressives rallied behind Roosevelt. 

      - It became clear that Taft’s delegates controlled the nominee Roosevelt left the party and became an independent. 

      - Declaring him self “fit as a Bull Moose” – Roosevelt became the presidential candidate for the newly formed Progressive 

         Party – The Bull Moose Party. 

      - The election of 1912 would truly be between the Bull Moose Progressive Party and the Democrats – Taft virtually gives up. 

      5. Wilson is elected: 
      - Wilson won 41.9 percent of the popular vote but a landslide in the electoral college 435 to Roosevelt’s 88 – and Taft’s 8. 

      - Eugene V. Debs Socialist Party making his fourth race won 1 million votes – 3 percent. 

B. Regulating the Economy: 

     T.R. – had governed by outflanking Congress, interpreting the president’s constitutional powers in the broadest Possible terms. 

     Taft – had deferred to Congressional leaders, ultimately collapsing before the most persuasive of them. 

      Wilson – style was to act as prime minister – a member of the House of Commons. 
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       1. Reforming Tariffs: 

       - Five weeks after taking office Wilson appeared before Congress (first president to appear on Capital Hill since John

          Adams). 

       - Underwood-Simmons Tariff – reduced the Payne-Aldrich by 15 percent and put on the free list several commodities that

          were controlled by trusts – iron – steel – woolens, and farm machinery – thus resulting in competition that lowered prices 

          on these items. 

       - Lower Tariffs meant lower revenues for the federal government. 

       - Wilson enacted a corporate and personal income tax: 


- people who earned less than $4,000 a year paid no tax. 


- $4,000 to $20,000 paid a tidy sum in 1913 – 1 percent. 


- The highest bracket $500,000 and up – only paid 6 percent. 

       - The Constitution originally prohibited direct taxes unless they were apportioned among the states on the basis of population.

           – States would pay income tax – not the individual –states with more people pay more tax. 

       - The Sixteenth Amendment, 1913 – made it legal for the federal government to tax income of individuals. 

       2. Reforming the Banks:  The Federal Reserve System: 

       - The U.S. had not had a central bank since the 1830s. 

       - During economic depressions many banks collapsed – whipping out the life savings of any of their customers. 

       - The last round of this had been 1907. 

       - To restore confidence in the banking system Wilson supported the creation of a Federal Reserve System where banks would

          have to keep a portion of their deposits in a regions reserve bank, which would provide a financial cushion against

          unanticipated losses. 

       - A Board of Governors would head the Federal Reserve System – appointed by the President. 

       - Board set interest rates the reserve banks charged other banks, thereby indirectly controlling the interest rates of the entire

          nation and controlling the money supply in circulation. 

       - Board could 
– fight inflation by raising interest rates. 


    
- to end a recession they could lower interest rates 

       - 1913 Congress approved the Federal Reserve Act establishing the Federal Reserve System. 

       3. Antitrust Action: 
       - 1914 Federal Trade Commission (FTC) – had the power to investigate companies and issue “cease and desist” orders

         against companies engaging in unfair trade practices, or those that hurt competition. 

       - Clayton Antitrust Act – the act banned tying agreements – which required retailers who bought from one company to 

         stop selling a competitor’s products.  –  banned price discrimination among retailers. 

V. The Niagara Movement: 

       - 1905 W.E.B. Du Bois and 28 other African American leaders met at Niagara Falls to demand full and political right and

         responsibilities for African Americans. 

       - They met on the Canadian side because no American hotel would accept them. 

       - the Niagara Movement was one of the leading steps in forming the NAACP in 1909. 

       - The NAACP believed that the right to votes was essential to bring about an end to lynching and racial discrimination. 







THE GREAT WAR




VI. The Path to War 1914-1918: The Great World War: 

A. World Powers: 

       - The U.S. ranked with only a handful of nations as a great world power. 

       - Wilson would criticize Teddy Roosevelt’s gun boat diplomacy. 

       - Wilson strongly opposed imperialism. 

       - Americans would stand on principle around the world not on narrow self interests. 

       - Wilson sent William Jennings Bryan – Secretary of State to negotiate 30 different conciliation treaties to ensure peace.

          Conflict could be resolved without force. 

       - Contradictions: “If other people do not realize what was good for them”, Wilson “would teach them”. 

       - Raised no objections to California state law that insulted racially sensitive Japan by restricting the right of Japanese

         Americans to won land. 

       - 1915 ordered American troops into black Haiti when chaotic conditions threatened American investments in the area. 
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 B. Viva Pancho Villa!

       - 1911 the Mexican Dictator of 35 years Porfiro Diaz was overthrown by an American backed group of Diaz general’s led 

          by Victoriano Huerta. Staged coup – organized in the American embassy – with Taft’s approval. 

       - Coup took place before Wilson inauguration – the rebels murdered Diaz and seized control of the federal government.  The   

         murder offended Wilson and refused to deal with a “government of butchers” 

       - Rebellion broke out again behind a somber, long bearded aristocrat Venustiano Carranza, Wilson openly approved.

       - April 1914, Seven American soldiers on shore leave were detained and released by one of Hueta’s Colonels.  Huerta refused

         the demand of admiral Henry T. Mayo for a twenty one gun salute in form of an apology. Stating that American honor had

         been insulted Wilson ordered troops into the port of Vera Cruz.  Just happened to be the delivery spot for a German

         ammunition ship supporting Huerta’s army. 

       - Fighting was sever in the streets as common people took up arms not in support of Huerta but against out side intervention –

          400 dead. 

       - Carranza ousted Huerta. Then he quarreled with one of his own generals a charismatic well known fighter named Pancho

          Villa.  Half bandit/ Half social revolutionary , “The Robin Hood of Mexico”. 

       - October 1915, Carranza took Mexico City Wilson wanting stability recognized him as the control of the government. 

       - Pancho Villa hope to incite American intervention in order to gain control of the government. 

       - Villa boarded a train of American engineers invited by Carranza and killed all but one. 

       - 1916 Villa led a raid across the border into the dust little desert town of Columbus, New Mexico where he killed 17 people. 

       - Wilson ordered general John J. Pershing and 6,000 troops (10th –one of the last remaining black regiments) into Mexico to

         capture the bandit. 

- Villa led the U.S. troops on a 300 mile zig zag where they never saw him.  U.S. troops did exchange fire with Carranza’s   

   troops killing 40 and were eventually ordered home. 

VII. Europe’s Great War – “The War to End All Wars!”

A. The Creation of a German State: 

        - 1864 Prussia a German state launched a series of wars to unify and create a German state. 

        - 1870 Prussia attacks Germany and seizes parts of the disputed boarder with France. 

        - 1871 Germany and had unified under Prussian rule and began to industrialize. 

        - Triple Alliance – Germany signs an alliance with Austria-Hungary and Italy. 

        - Triple Entente – Great Britain, France, and Russia. 

B. Balkan Nationalism: 

       - Nationalism – or a feeling of intense loyalty, devotion and pride of one’s homeland. 

       - Each European nation viewed the others as competitors, and many people were willing to go to war to expand their nation at

         the expense of others. 

       - Self determination becomes a basic part of nationalism – the idea that people who belong to a nation should have their

         own country and government. 

       - Balkans – had historically been ruled by the Ottoman Empire and Austria-Hungary Empire. 

       - These empires were made up of many different nations. 

       - Groups pushing for independence were Serbs, Bosnians, Croats, and Slovenes. – South Slavs or Yugoslavs. 

       - Serbia earned its independence and formed it own country – Serbs believed it was their nation’s mission to unite the South

         Slavs.    – Slavs are a tribe related to the Russians. 

       - 1908 Austria-Hungary annexed Bosnia from the Ottoman Empire – Serbs were furious they wanted Bosnia to be part of

         Serbia. 

       - Serbs felt that Austria-Hungary had no intention of letting the Slavic people become independent. 

C. Arch Duke Ferdinand: 
       - June 1914, a Serbian nationalist, Gavrilo Princip assassinated the Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria, which ruled

         over several provinces of people called Serbs. 

       - Princip was a member of the Serbian nationalist group the “Black Hand”. 

       - Entangled Alliances: Serbia was an ally of Russia, which backed the little country defying Austria.  Austria looked to

         Germany for encouragement, and got it. France fearing German industrial might signed a secret agreement of support with

         Russia.  England feared German Navy second only to England.  England further had an alliances treaties with both Russia

         and France. 
- The War would involve 33 nations. 


- Central Powers: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria, and Turkey. 

- Allied Powers: England, France, Russia, and eventually Italy.  
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D. The “Schlieffen Plan”: 

       - Knock the French out of the war quick by flanking it powerful defenses. 

       - Invade France through the neutral Belgium, take Paris and prevent the British from landing.  Once the French and British

         were subdued the plan would send the reinforcements against the Russians.  

       - Problem with the Plan was the Belgium people defended heroically slowing the German invasion down 12 days.   

       - In retaliation the Germans committed atrocities against the Belgium’s earning them the name “the savage Huns”. 

       - Fearing advancing Russian troops the German High Command ordered half the army to the eastern front to stop the

         Russians. 

       - result – stalemate for three years as trench war fare fought battles resulted in yards only. 

E. American Reaction: 

       - Americans didn’t really believe that Europeans would resort to death, destruction – WAR. 

       - Once the war started Americans felt it was savage and they were above it. 

       - Politicians quoted the phrases of Washington and Jefferson warning about “Entangling Alliances”, blamed the war on old

         war practices of Kings/Queens, religious intolerance, nationalistic hysteria, and insane stockpiling of armaments. 

       - Wilson 1915 proclaims absolute American neutrality. No objections in the states. 

       - 1 American in 3 was foreign born or first generation immigrant. 

       - Central Power support came from the 8 million German American immigrants and the 4.5 million Irish Americans who’s

         homeland had endured centuries of British rule. 

       - American sentiment rested with Great Britain the “Mother Country”. 

       a. Economics: 

       - 1917 Great Britain owed U.S. lenders $2.3 billion. Bargain rates on everything they needed. 

       - 1917 Germany had only managed to borrow $27 million. 

       - Secretary of the Treasury William McAdoo was strongly pro British because if the Allies won the war the money would be

         repaid if they lost the war the debt would not be paid back.  

       b. Propaganda: 

       - British information designed to influence American public opinion. 

       - Britain cut the transatlantic telegraph line cable from Europe to the U.S. limiting news about the war to British reports. 

       - Stories depicting German atrocities – Germans using corpses from the battlefield to make soap and fertilizer. .

F. British Blockade: 

       a. Contraband: 

       - The British implemented a Blockade of Germany shortly after the beginning of the war to keep it from obtaining needed

         supplies. 

       - Britain place mines in the North Sea and forced neutral ships heading toward Germany into ports for inspection. 

       - Contraband – definition of prohibited materials were expanded.

       b. U-Boats:     


       - Germany understood that Britain and France relied on supplies from both the U.S. and their overseas colonies. 

       - U-Boat – (Unterseeboot – Undersea Boat – U-Boat)

       - Submarine was invented by two Americans John Holland and Simon Lake. American Government rejected the idea, so they

          took their knowledge to Europe. German saw potential and began mass production. 

       - Feb 1915 the waters around Great Britain were considered a war zone. 

       - At first the U-boats would allow all passengers to get off the belongings before sinking a ship. But because they moved very

         slowly and were only armed with one 16 inch gun, sea merchant captains were ordered to ram them.  Thus the U-boats were

         forced to sink without warning. 

       - Americans saw the attacking of merchant vessels without warning as a violation of an international treaty stipulating that

         military vessels must reveal their intentions to merchant ships and make provisions of the safety of the targeted ship’s crew

         and passengers before sinking it. 

G. American Intervention: 

       - May 7, 1915 English luxury liner the Lusitania was torpedoed off the coast of Ireland 1,195 people died. 

       - 128 Americans died. 

       - Germans argued they had warned American travelers in all major papers, and that the Lusitania was carrying 4,200 cases of

         small arms purchased in the U.S. and some high explosives. 

       - Wilson sent a series of strongly worded messages to the leader of Germany Kaiser Wilhelm II. 

       - William Jennings Bryan Secretary of State refused to sign the messages fearing they meant war.  He was fired. 

       - March 24, 1916, the French Channel steamer the Suxxex was sunk causing the death of a single American. 

       - To avoid America coming into the war Germany signed the Suxxex Pledge May 4, 1916.  Promising to search ships prior to

         sinking – ending submarine warfare but keeping the U.S. out of the war. 
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VIII. “He Kept us out of War – While Preparing for it”: 

A. Election of 1916: 

       a. Democrats: 

       - Wilson did not like the slogan “He Kept Us Out of War” give by the Key Note speaker to the Democratic Convention. 

       - Wilson confided to an aid. “I can’t keep the country out of war. Any little German lieutenant can put us into war at any time

          by some calculated outrage.”  - Meaning a submarine commander acting on his own could end the whole Suxxex Pledge. 

       - November 1915 – Wilson asked congress to expand the Army to 400,000 men and fund a huge expansion in the U.S. Navy. 

       b. Republicans:  

       - Progressives wanted to maintain their independent party – the Bull Moose Party. 

       - Roosevelt felt it was more important to oust Wilson from the White House – urged the progressives back to the Republican

          Party in support of Republican Candidate Supreme Court Justice Charles Evans Hughes. 

       - Hughes integrity was unimpeachable – dignified and had a presidential bearing. – On the speaker platform he was dull

         sounding and lacked Wilson’s moral toughness. 

       - Hughes views on the European war differed little from the president Wilson’s – wanting to avoid war if he could

       - Roosevelt stormed around the country sounding militaristic as the German emperor that the Republican choice became

         known as the war candidate. 

       - This undeserved reputation cost Hughes just enough votes to give the election to Wilson. 

       - Hughes carried every New England state but New Hampshire, and every Midwestern state but Ohio. 

       - Hughes went to bed thinking he had won and Wilson went to bed thinking he had lost. 

       - Wilson went as far to draw up plans making Hughes Secretary of State and resign along with the Vice President so that

         Hughes could deal with the foreign crisis immediately.  

       - Western State being Anti War went one after another for Wilson 

       - Wilson was elected 277 to 254 electoral votes. 

B. Trying and Failing to Keep the Peace: 

       - The only way Wilson could keep the U.S. out of war was to make peace. 

       - Winter of 1916/17 Wilson felt he was making progress with the Germans. 

       - Jan. 22, 1917 Wilson outlined his peace plan to Congress – Only a “a peace without victory”, a “peace among equals” with

         neither winner or loser, could solve the problem. 

       - Wilson proposed to uphold the principles of national self determination and absolute freedom of the seas, and to establish

         some kind of international mechanism for resolving future disputes. 

       - Feb. 1, 1917 German ambassador informed Wilson that German submarines would begin sinking neutral as well as enemy

         ships in the war zone around Great Britain. 

       - German leaders calculated that with a fleet of 100 submarines they could knock Great Britain out of the war before a toke

         American force could land in Europe -  3 months to victory. 

       - Wilson broke off diplomatic relations with Germany and asked Congress for permission to arm merchant ships. 

       - 3 American merchant ships were sunk without warning. 

       - April 2, 1917 “it is a fearful thing to lead this great peaceful people into war” stated Wilson as he asked Congress for a

         Declaration of War. 

       - Jeanette Rankin – Montana Representative – Pacifist would vote against the War and Later be the only Vote after Pearl

         Harbor against War in WWII. 

C. Why America Went To War: 

       - Shift from 1914/15 When no American wanted war to the Spring of 1917: 

       a. Propaganda: 

       - Growing popular belief that Germany represented a force of evil in the world and the skillful propaganda of the British and

         pro-British Americans encouraging this perception. 

       - British Propaganda skillfully wove reports of rape and beatings in Belgium into a tapestry of daily horror.  

       - typical representation showed a Belgium young girls broken body at the mercy of a bloated, beastlike German soldier in a

         spiked helmet – sometimes she was impaled by a bayonet. 

       - Germany denied these allegations as ridiculous. 

       - October 1915 German army executed Edith Cavell, the British head of the Berkendael Medical Institute in Brussels. –

         Espionage – she helped a number of British prisoners escape. 

       b. Britain’s Economic Debt:  
       - Wall Street favored Britain’s victory for the sake of its own profits and that the “merchants of death” fed off the blood of

         soldiers, they were correct. 
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     c. Submarine Warfare: 

       - Not all agreed with neutral freedom of the seas but American sympathy began to run with the unarmed merchants sailors

         who drowned in the dark cold Atlantic Ocean.  

       d. German Saboteurs: 
        - 1915 German diplomats were caught red handed when an agent left incriminating papers on a train.  

        - 1916 the huge Black Tom Munitions plant in New Jersey was completely destroyed in a suspicious accident.  

        e. Zimmermann Note: 
        - Feb. 25, 1917 – while Wilson was looking for a last chance to avoid war – The British communicated a message that he

          German Foreign Minister, Arthur Zimmermann, had sent to the Mexican government. 

        - Zimmermann proposed that if the U.S. entered the war Germany would finance a Mexican attack on the U.S. 

        - Assuming Germany won, Mexico would be rewarded after the war with the return of some of the territory that it had lost in

          the Mexican War. – New Mexico and Arizona. 

        - Mexico was still wracked by civil turmoil, and in no condition to make war on the U.S. 

        - American were angered – The Zimmerman Telegram persuaded many that the unprincipled HUN must be stopped. 

IX. War on the Home Front: 

A. Selective Service: 

        - Progressives believed that conscription – forced military service – was a violation of democratic and republican principles. 

        - May 1917, Congress passed the Selective Service Act – the first draft law since the Civil War. 

        - Registration was compulsory for all men between the ages of twenty-one and forty-five.

        - In 1918 the minimum age was lowered to eighteen. 

        - 10 million registered within a month – 24 million registered by the end of the war. 

        - Some occupational groups were deferred but no one could buy their way out as done in the Civil War. 

        - About 3 million were inducted through Selective Services along with the 2 million who volunteered. 

        - About 21 thousand draftees claimed to be conscientious objectors on religious grounds, although, in the end, only 4

          thousand insisted on being assigned to noncombatant duty, as medic or in the Quartermaster Corps. 

        - Only 500 men refused to cooperate with the military in any way – They were imprisoned and generally treated poorly. 

        - The last conscientious objector was released from jail in 1933 long after most Americans had come to agree with him that

           the war was a mistake. 

B. African Americans in War Time: 

        - African American leaders hoped that by proving their patriotism in time of crisis, blacks would win an improved status. 

        - proportionately – more blacks than whites donned Khaki – 400 thousand enlisted or responded to the draft. 

        - difficult to ignore the declarations that the purpose of the war was to defend democracy and liberty and the second class

           citizenship suffered by the black people. 

        - Black soldiers were assigned to segregated units and usually put to menial tasks such as digging trenches and loading trucks

           behind the lines. 

        - Few Black units saw combat – one that did was awarded the Croix de Guerre by the French Government for gallantry in

          battle. 

        - The Army trained and commissioned more than twelve hundred Black officers. 

        - Prior to 1914 only 10 thousand Blacks a year migrated to cities like New York, Philadelphia, Detroit, and Chicago. 

        - After 1914 to fill the factory jobs 100 thousand Blacks a year migrated north. 

        - This was the first generation of African Americans who had not experienced slavery personally. 

        - Consequently, they were less inclined to accept the daily humiliations that accompanied being black in white America. 

        - 1917 was a year of racial conflict with a frightening race riot in industrial East St. Louis, Illinois. 

        - In Houston white civilians fought a pitched battle with black soldiers, and 12 people were killed. 

C. Women’s War, Women’s Victory: 

        - The armed forces inducted female volunteers mostly as nurses and clerical workers. 

        - Working class women began doing factory work, and other jobs in every industry. 

        - Women’s contributions were so obvious, it was increasingly difficult for patriotic politicians to oppose suffrage. 

        - Carrie Chapman Catt argued that social stability and conservative government could be ensured only by granting women

           the vote. Their numbers would counterbalance the increasing influence of radicals and foreigners at the polls, not to

           mention the blacks who were showing sings of demanding their rights. 

        - Wilson realizing the movement was too large even though he disliked the idea of women voting, announced his support for

           women suffrage. 

        - June 4, 1919 a few months after the Armistice, Congress sent the Nineteenth Amendment to the States. 

        - Aug. 18, 1920, ratification by Tennessee put it in the Constitution. 
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“The right of citizens… to vote, shall not be denied or abridged by the U.S. or by any State on account of sex”. 

D. The Moral War: 

        - Like the suffragists, the prohibitionists appeared to be stalled permanently on the eve of the war. 

        - 1914 only one-quarter of the states had prohibition laws on the books and many of those were casually enforced.  

        - The distilling of liquor consumed vast quantities of grain which was needed as food. 

        - Shortly after the declaration of war Congress passed the Lever Act which forbid the selling of grain to distilleries.

        - Because many breweries were run by German Americans they were doubly handicapped in fight prohibitionist. 

        - December 1917 Congress passed the Eighteenth Amendment, which prohibited “the manufacture, sale, or transportation

          of intoxicating liquors” in the United States. 

        - It was ratified in 1919 and put into affect by the Volstead Act. 

E. Organizing Industry: 

        - Progressives emphasis on careful planning and scientific method shaped the federal government’s approach to mobilizing

          the American war economy. 
        - Congress established special boards to coordinate mobilization of the economy – emphasizing cooperation between big

          business and government.  

        - Their goal was the most efficient use of natural resources to further the war effort.   

        a. War Industries Board (WIB)  created July 1917 – to coordinate the production of war materials under the supervision of

            Wall Street Stock Broker Bernard Baruch. 
        - The Board told manufactures what they could and could not produce.   

        - The Board controlled the flow of raw materials, ordered the construction of new factories, and occasionally, set prices.  

        b. Food Administration: 

        - Ran by Herbert Hoover. Agency was responsible for increasing food production while reducing civilian consumption. 
        - Instead of rationing Hoover encourage Americans to save on their own with the slogan “Food will win the War – Don’t

           Waste It”.  “Hooverize” – serving just enough. 
        - Wheatless Mondays, Meatless Tuesdays, and Porkless Thursdays. 
        - Encouraged citizens to plant victory gardens to raise their own vegetables, leaving more for the troops. 
        c. Fuel Administration: 

        - Ran by Harry Garfield. Agency introduced daylight savings time and shortened workweeks for factories that did not make

           war materials. 
        - also encourage Americans to observe heatless Mondays. 
F. Paying for the War: 

        - By the end of the war the U.S. was spending about $44 million a day. 

        - Total expenditures about $32 billion for the entire conflict. 

        - To pay for the war Congress raised the income tax rates. 

        - The government need to borrow $20 Billion from the American people by selling Liberty Bonds and Victory Bonds.  

           Posters, rallies, and Liberty Loan Sermons encouraged people to but the bonds as an act of patriotism. 

G. Mobilization of the Work Force: 

        - To prevent strikes from disturbing the war effort, the government established the National War Labor Board. 
        - Chaired by William Howard Taft and Frank Walsh, a prominent labor attorney, the NWLB attempted to mediate labor

          disputes that might otherwise ended in strikes. 

        - The NWLB pressured industry to grant important concessions to workers, including wage increases, an eight hour work

          day, and the right to unions and organize and bargain collectively. 

        - In exchange labor leaders agreed not to disrupt war production with strikes or other disturbances.   

        - Membership in Unions increased by more than 1.5 million. 

H. The Four Minute Men: 

        - Committee on Public Information – had the task of “selling” the war to the American people. 

        - The head of the CPI was journalist George Creel who recruited advertising executives, commercial artists, authors,

           songwriters, entertainers, public speakers, and motion picture companies to helps sway the public opinion in favor of the

           war. 

        - The CPI distributed pamphlets and arranged for thousands of short patriotic talks called “Four Minute Speeches” to be

          delivered at movie houses and public halls. 
- The Four Minute Men would urge audiences to support the war in various ways from buying war bonds to reporting 

  draft dodgers.
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I. Civil Liberties Curtailed: 

        1. The Espionage Act , 1917 – established penalties and prison terms for anyone who gave aid to the enemy.    

        - The act also penalized disloyalty, giving false reports, or otherwise interfering with the war effort.    

        2. The Sedition Act, 1918 – expanded the meaning of the Espionage Act to make illegal any public expression of  

            opposition to the war.  – allowed the government to prosecute anyone who criticized the president or government. 

        - 1500 prosecutions and 1000 convictions.  

        3. Climate of Suspicion: 

        - The fear of spies and emphasis on patriotism quickly led to mistreatment and persecution of German Americans. 
        - Sauerkraut became “liberty cabbage” – Hamburger became “Salisbury steak”. 
        - Schools dropped German language classes from their curricula. 
        - Orchestras stopped playing German composers – Beethoven, Schubert, Wagner, and others. 
        - Mobs attacked labor activists, socialists, and pacifist. 
        - Newspapers urged neighbors to monitor the activities of their fellow citizens.
        - Americans even formed private organizations like the American Protective League, and the Boy Spies of America to spy 

           on neighbors and coworkers. 
J. Schenck v. United States, 1919: 


During WWI, Charles Schenck and other members of the Socialist Party printed and mailed out flyers urging young men who were suspected to the draft to oppose the war in Europe.  In upholding the conviction of Schenck for publishing a pamphlet urging draft resistance, Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes established the “clear and present danger” test for freedom of speech.  Such utterances as Schenck’s during a time of national peril could be considered the equivalent of shouting “Fire” in a crowded theater.  Congress had the right to protect the public against such an incitement to panic, the Court ruled in a unanimous decision.  But the analogy was a false one.  Schenck’s pamphlet had little power to provoke a public firmly opposed to it message.  Although Holmes later modified his position to state that the danger must relate to an immediate evil, and a specific action, the “clear and present danger” test laid the ground work for those who later sought to limit the First Amendment freedoms. 

X. Combat in WWI: 

A. War had Evolved: 

        1. Battle of the Somme July 1916: 

        - First half hour 60,000 Britons fell. 

        - End – Britain 400,000 dead, France 200,000 dead, and Germany 500,000 dead. 

        - No change in property – Meaningless.  

B. Trench Warfare: 

        - Troops dug themselves in and relied on modern rifles and rapid fire machine guns that could easily hold off enemy

          offensives.

        - On the Western Front troops dug a series of trenches that stretched from the English Channel to the Swiss border

        - The space between the opposing forces was called the No Man’s Land a rough barren landscape pockmarked with craters

           from artillery fire. 

C. New Technologies: 

        - New Warfare overwhelmingly favored the defenders. 

        - Neither side developed effective technology to attack. 

        - Massive shelling before an assault was designed to wipe out the enemy’s machine guns, but did little damage because

          defenders burrowed deep into the ground and waited for the crazing noise, smoke, and explosions to cease.

        - Both sides experimented with poison gases as a means of weakening defensive positions. 

        - Both learned that a slight shift in the wind blew the deadly gasses onto their own men. 

        - Mustard Gas was the most common type of gas used due to its lingering and blistering affect. 


        - The airplane saw its first military use in WWI but was little importance in battle. 

        - Even reconnaissance meant little when nearly impregnable entrenchments made attack so difficult. 

        - British developed the tank as a means of neutralizing German machine guns. 

        - Generals never used the tank intelligently to their advantage. 

        - Incompetence at the top of every army contributed substantially to the blood shed.  
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XI. The Bloody Conflict: The War to end all Wars: 

A. The Fighting Over There: 

        1. The Arrival: 1917 

        - July 4, 1917 – General John J. Pershing “Black Jack” arrived in Paris with the first troops of the American 

           Expeditionary Force. 

        - Germans were correct in thinking that the first American forces in them selves could not turn the tide.  

        - October 1917 – Verdun – Americans were just used to beef up decimated French, Canadian, and English forces. 
        - Autumn of 1917 went poorly for the Allies: 
        a. Germans and Austrians defeated the Italians in the South. 
        b. November Knocked the Russians out of the War. 
        2. Russia: 

        - March 1917 a liberal democratic government had deposed the Czar Nicolas proved unable to keep mutinous Russian army

          supplied, and a group of revolutionary Communist, The Bolsheviks, led by Vladmir Ilyich Lenin, seized power on the

          basis of promises of “Peace and Bread”. 

        - The Treaty of Brest-Litovsk – the Germans forced the Russians to sing was vindictive and harsh. 

        - By closing the Russian Eastern front the Germans know had a larger army than ever to concentrate on France. 

        3. Battle of the Marne – 1918:
        - Germany launched a do or die offensive that pushed the Allies back to the Marne River, close enough to Paris that the

           shelling could be heard on the Champs Elysees. 

        - By this time there was 250 thousand fresh American troops in France. 

        - The Supreme Allied Commander, Field Marshal Ferdinand Foch, wanted to incorporate American troops into exhausted

           British and French units.  Pershing stubbornly insisted that the Yanks fight as a unit. 

        - Wilson had made it clear the U.S. was not an “ally” of Britain and France but merely an “associate”. 

        - In order to have “peace without victory”, Wilson was determined to play an independent role at the peace conference that

           would follow the war.  Foch gave in with a grumble. 

        4. Battle of the Bulge – Summer 1918: 
        - July 1918 Americans took over the attack on a bulge in the German lines called the St. Mihiel Salient, and succeeded in

           clearing it out. 

        5. Battle of the Argonne Forest: 
        - Final major Battle of American troops along a twenty four mile line. 

        - Rugged country just short of the border between France and Germany that had been transformed into a Ghostly Wasteland

           by four years of digging and shelling. 

        - It was that position that 1 million “doughboys” (knick name for American Troops) were sitting when on November 11,

          1918 the Germans surrender. 

B. Armistice – 11-11-1918 at 11 o’clock. 

        - Americans celebrated deliriously – Millions gathered in city center throughout the country.

        - Only 100 thousand Americans were dead – more than half from disease – Influenza out break in 1917. 

        - Never again would France be considered a major power. 

        - Great Britain was badly maimed. 

        - Germany and Russia were defeated. 

        - It was not strictly true that the U.S. had won the war but it was certainly true that the U.S. was the only nation whose people

          could feel like victors. 

C.     Total Casualties of WWI:           Mobilized
Killed
         Wounded
        Casualties

             United States 


4,791,000
117,000

204,000

326,000


Russia


           12,000,000       1,170,000           4,950,000          9,150,000



France


             8,410,000       1,358,000           4,266,000          6,161,000



Great Britain

             8,904,000          908,000           2,090,000          3,190,000



Italy



5,615,000          650,000              947,000          2,197,000



Germany 

           11,000,000       1,774,000           4,216,000          7,143,000


Austria Hungary
            7,800,000        1,200,000           3,620,000          7,020,000


Total: 


          58,520,000       7,707,000          20,293,000        35,187,000
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XII. A Flawed Peace: 

A. The “Big Four”: 

       - leaders of victorious Allied nations: 



- United States 

President Woodrow Wilson



- Great Britain

Prime Minister David Lloyd George



- France

Premier Georges Clemenceau



- Italy


Prime Minster Vittorio Orlando 

       - Germany was not invited to participate. 

B. Wilson’s Fourteen Points: 

       - In January of 1918 Wilson delivered to Congress his blueprint of postwar world. It consisted of  “Fourteen Points”, which

         Wilson insisted, were to be incorporated into the eventual treaty.

       - Mostly dealt with specific European territorial problems to be solved, but several general principles were woven through the

          plan. 

       1. First - Germany must be treated fairly and generously in order to avoid the deep resentment that could lead to another war.   

           Practical terms Germany must not be saddled with huge reparations payment “fines” as punishment for the war – such as

           British and French leaders already had told their people would be paid. 

       2. Second - the boundaries of European countries must conform to nationality as defined by language. 

       - Wilson believed that the aspirations of people to govern themselves had been a major cause of the war. 

       - Wilson further called for Germany’s colonies to be disposed of on some other basis than spoils of war. 

       3. Third – Wilson demanded “absolute freedom upon the seas,…alike in peace and in war”. 

       4. Fourth – Wilson called for disarmament –arms race for the two decades before the war had been a cause. 

       - Finally and most important to Wilson was the establishment of “a general assembly of nations”. 

       - a kind of Congress of countries to replace the old system of alliances and secret treaties – a League of Nations. 






The Fourteen Points



1. Open covenants of peace, openly arrived at”.  No secret treaties. 



2. Freedom of the seas. 



3. Removal of barriers (tariffs) to international trade. 



4. Reduction of armaments. 



5. Question of colonies to be settled in a “free open minded, and absolutely impartial” manner. 



6. Russia to be treated justly. 



7. Belgian independence to be restored. 



8. France to regain control of all French Speaking areas of Europe. 



9. Italian boundary to be set along linguistic lines. 



10. Austro Hungarian Empire to be broken up into nation states. 



11. Balkan countries to be established along linguistic lines. 



12. Turkish Empire to be broken up according to national groups; free passage of all nations through 



      the Dardanelles. 



13. An independent Poland to be established. 



14. The League of Nations. 

C. Peace Conference – Versailles Treaty: 

       - 1918 Wilson turned all his attention to the Peace Conference. Wilson announced he would attend personally. 

       - Wilson was the Second President (Roosevelt first – Panama Canal Construction) to leave the country while in office. 

       - Wilson mistook his own enthusiasm for the mood of the American people.    

       - Congressional Election of 1918 voters returned Republicans majorities 240 to 190 in the House and 49 to 47  in the Senate. 

       - Americans wanted to Cool off the new Congress was not only Republican controlled but had a decidedly un-idealistic tinge. 


       - Old bosses and Professional Politicians who had struggled for decades against progressives were returning to power.  These

         were men who were willing to deal.  

       - Wilson failed to take a single Republican when he set sail in December of 1918. 

       - The three other members of the “big four” paid lip service to Wilson’s ideals, but behind closed doors the conference room,

         they put their national political interests first.  


1. France – George Clemenceau – Prime Minister – determined to hang the blame of the war on Germany and to ensure

                 the France was never again attacked. 


- Committed to stripping Germany of valuable territory and saddling the conquered nation with huge reparation

               payments. 


2. Great Britain – David Lloyd George – Prime Minister – wanted reparations and refuse to give up Britain’s dominance

                 on the High Seas. 
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             3. Italy – Vittorio Orlando – had no interest in the large questions – only went to Versailles to see that Italy was rewarded

                  with Austrian territory (several German Speaking regions in the Alps) and the port of Fiume on the Adriatic a city that

                  was largely Serbian.  

              4. Japan – Count Nobauki Makino – was determined to retain the German colonies seized in the Pacific. 

       - The Allies whittled away Wilson’s 14 points until he revealed how all important the League of Nations was to him by

          insisting that its Constitution be acted on early in the proceedings. 

       - Wilson gave in on all other questions to save the League of Nations.  

       - The terms of the Treaty of Versailles, that Wilson brought home in 1919 bore little resemblance to the original 14 points. 

D. Idealism:  Article 10:  

       - The U.S. Senate wasn’t much concerned with Europe’s rejection of Wilson’s idealistic call for national self determination –

         and just treatment of Germany. 

       - The U.S. Senate had to ratify (approve or reject) any treaty. 

       - Many Midwestern progressive senators wanted the U.S. to withdraw back into a state of Isolation as before imperialism

         which they felt we should have never abandoned. 

       - The Senators were worried most about Article 10 the League Covenant which pledged all member states to “preserve 

         against external aggression the territorial integrity and … political independence of all members”.

       - Republicans saw this as more Entangling Alliances. 

       - Wilson refused to make a single concession to the Republican Senators. 

       - Henry Cabot Lodge – The Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee – old friend of Theodore Roosevelt and

          despised everything about Wilson. 

       - Lodge realized that the longer the debate over the League of Nations dragged on the less interested the American people

          would be. 

       - Lodge read the entire 264 pages of the treaty into the record of his committee’s hearing. 

       - September Wilson undertook an exhausting eight-thousand mile speaking tour. – Wilson believed if he could rally the

         people behind him, he could pressure wavering Senators to support the Treaty. 

       - September 25 Crowds Seemed to Be with him - Pueblo Colorado – Wilson’s speech became slurred and openly wept….

         Wilson either suffered a mild stroke, or was on the verge of a nervous breakdown. 

       - The tour was cancelled and Wilson was rushed back to Washington. 

       - A few days later he crumpled to the floor of his bedroom, felled by a cerebral thrombosis, a blood clot to the brain. 

       - Wilson went into isolation for six months. His wife deciding who could see him and screening all papers. 

       - In November and later in March a revised version of the Treaty of Versailles was defeated by the Senate. 

XIII. The War’s Impact: 

A. The Economy: 

       1. Inflation: 

       a. The cost of living – the cost of food, clothing, shelter, and other essentials was greatly effected by inflation. 

       - Business rapidly raised prices that had been fixed during the war while consumers rushed to buy up previously rationed 

         goods – resulting in rapid inflation. 

       - 1919 and 1920 prices rose at an rate of more than 15 percent a year. 

       b. Strikes – Inflation threatened to wipe out all the gains workers had made during the war. 

        -  Workers were demanding higher wages to keep up with inflation while companies were demanding lower wages to offset

           their operating cost. 

        - During the war the number of workers in Unions had increased dramatically and the Unions were better prepared to

          organize strikes. 

        - 1919 – 3600 strikes involving 4 million workers. 

        2. Seattle General Strike: 

        - 35,000 shipyard workers walked off the job demanding higher wages and shorter hours. 

        - Soon other Unions in Seattle joined the shipyard workers and organized a general strike. 

        - General Strike is a strike that involves all workers living in a certain location, not just workers of a particular industry. 

        - Involved 60,000 people and shut down Seattle for 5 days. 

        - General Strikes were a tactic devised and used by European Communist and other radical groups. 

        3. The Boston Police Strike: 

        - 75 percent of the police force went on strike. 

        - Riots and looting soon erupted – Forcing Massachusetts Governor Calvin Coolidge to send in the National Guard. 

        - When the strikers tried to return to work the Police Commissioner fired them and hired a new Police force. 

        - “There is no right to strike against the public safety by anybody, anywhere, anytime.” Coolidge. 
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        4. The Steel Strike: 

        - 350,000 steelworkers went on strike for higher pay, shorter hours, and recognition of their union. 

        - Elbert H. Gary – Head of U.S. Steel refused to even talk to the strikers union leaders. 

        - The company set out to break the union by using anti immigrant feelings to divide the workers. 

        - The company blamed the strike of foreign radicals and called for loyal Americans to return to work. 

        - The company hired African Americans and Mexican workers and kept the mills operating. 

        - Gary, Indiana clashes between company guards and steelworker left 18 dead. 

        - January the strike collapsed. 

B. Racial Unrest: 

        - American Soldiers returned to find their jobs taken and they competing with African Americans who had moved North

          during the war. 

        - Frustration and racism combined to cause violence in 1919 race riots broke out in over 20 northern cities. 

        - Chicago Riots: 



- African American teenager swimming in Lake Michigan drifted toward a restricted white beach. 



- Whites on shore allegedly stoned him unconscious, and he drowned. 



- African Americans marched into white neighborhoods and retaliated. 



- White mobs roamed African American neighborhoods attacking people and destroying property. 



- riot lasted 2 weeks – 38 people died 15 white and 23 black – over 500 injured. 

C. The Red Scare: 

        - 1919 Racial unrest and Strikes fueled fears that Communist were conspiring to start a revolution in the U.S. 

        - American quickly identified Communist as unpatriotic and disloyal. 

        - 1919 The Soviet Union formed the Communist International – an organization for coordinating the activities of

           Communist parties in other countries. 

        - The panic about communist seizing power came to be known as the “Red Scare”
        - April the postal service seized 30 parcels addressed to leading businesspeople and politicians that were triggered to explode

           when opened. 

        - June eight bombs in eight cities exploded within minutes of one another –  a nation wide conspiracy. 

        - One of the bombs damaged the home of U.S. Attorney General A. Mitchell Palmer.     

        - “A blaze of revolution” was “burning up the foundations of society” Palmer.   

        - Palmer established the General intelligence division within the Justice Department headed by J. Edgar Hoover.  

        - The division eventually became known as the Federal Bureau of Investigation – the F.B.I.  

        - Palmer Raids: 
        - 1919 to 1920 – Palmer organized a series of raids on the headquarters of various radical organizations. 

        - no evidence found pointed to any group as responsible. 

        - Palmer focused on foreign residents and immigrants. 

        - thousands were detained and 600 were deported – expelled from the country. 

        - Palmers agents disregarded civil liberties – entering homes without warrant and detaining people indefinite amounts of

          time without trial or talking to attorneys. 

        - Palmer predicted that violence would erupt on May day 1920 – he was wrong and his popularity fell. 

