Research table to accompany the materials at www.activehistory.co.uk 


	How similar were the Origins of WW1 / WW2? Complete this table with relation to the particular war you are investigating. We will compare both wars later.
	WW1
	WW2
	Key Question
	Notes re. WW1
	Notes re. WW2
	Conclude: Comparison or contrast?

	Intentionalism
	Role of the Individual

(Carlyle’s “Great Man” approach)
	An aggressive individual?
	Kaiser

(e.g. Daily Telegraph Interview)
	Hitler

(e.g. Mein Kampf)
	Were they maniacs?

Was their behaviour the cause, or the effect, of international instability?

Were they gamblers, or planners?
	     
	     
	     

	Structuralism
	Diplomatic Factors

(Rankean approach)
	Bitter legacy of an earlier peace treaty?
	France (Revanchism after Franco-Prussian War)
	Germany (Versailles)
	Was French bitterness after the Franco-Prussian War comparable to German bitterness after WW1?
	     
	     
	     

	
	
	International System?
	Alliance System
	League of Nations
	Did the alliance system and the League accelerate or delay the coming of war?
	     
	     
	     

	
	Germany’s foreign policy (Fischer Thesis)
	German foreign policy?
	Weltpolitik and the Pan-German League, Place in the Sun Speech, Bosnian Crisis
	Lebensraum, AntiSemitism. Hossbach, Code Green, Czech invasion
	Was world domination, or a stable Germany, the foreign policy aim of both the Kaiser and of Hitler?
Did either, neither or both of them have a racist vision of Europe?
	     
	     
	     

	
	Britain

(Fergusson Thesis)
	Anglo-German relations
	Arms Race

(esp. Dreadnoughts)
	Appeasement (esp. Munich)
	Was British policy towards Germany before both wars an appropriate response to German foreign policy?
	     
	     
	     

	
	Ideology (Hegelian approach)
	Aggressive Nationalism?
	Serbia (esp. Balkan Wars)
	Italy (esp. Abyssinian invasion)
	Were nationalist ambitions the cause, or the result, of international instability before both World Wars? 
	     
	     
	     

	
	Socio-Economic factors 

(Marxist approach)
	Crisis of Capitalism?
	Colonial Rivalry

British economic decline
	Depression > Japan/Manchuria, Germany’s 4-Yr Plan


	Was competition for resources a major cause of both World Wars?
	     
	     
	     

	
	
	Fear of Socialism
	War a means of uniting people to distract from appeal of socialism
	Britain refused to form alliance with USSR against Nazis
	Was the fear of socialism a major factor in causing international instability before both World Wars?
	     
	     
	     

	Accidentalism
	Chance factors

(Taylor approach)
	Mistakes and miscalculation
	July Crisis, e.g. Willy-Nicky telegrams
	Danzig Crisis and surprising(?) decision of B/G to declare war
	To what extent do mistakes, miscalculations and misunderstandings explain why each war happened? 
	     
	     
	     


